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NATURAL RESOURCES OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

Santa Cruz County is located at the north end of the Monterey Bay, 
along the central coast of California.  The County extends from the 
redwood-forested mountains to rolling farmlands and wetland 
sloughs, with miles of beaches along the Pacific Coast. 
 
Santa Cruz is the gateway to the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary.  The County has 29 miles of beaches and includes six 
state parks and six state beaches. The State of California owns and 
maintains 42,334 acres of parks in the coastal and mountainous 
areas of Santa Cruz County. The County maintains an additional 
1,400 acres of parks, and numerous parks are also found within the 
cities. 
 
The area is well-known for watersports such as sailing, surfing, 
fishing, diving, kayaking, and viewing marine mammals.  Other 
popular outdoor sports include hiking, cycling, camping, rock 
climbing, skateboarding, birding and butterfly watching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COVER PHOTO 
Nestled deep in the Santa Cruz Mountains, Quail Hollow Ranch is 
a 300-acre historic horse ranch and nature preserve, home to 15 
habitats and 4.5 miles of hiking and equestrian trails. In the center 
of this tear-drop shaped valley is the ranch complex consisting of 
the visitor center housed in a historic ranch house, picnic areas, 
horse barns and turnouts, lawn area, and an orchard.  
 
 
Photo by Shmuel Thaler 
Courtesy of Santa Cruz County Parks, Open Space and Cultural Services 
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