
In regard to the above-referenced claim, this is to recommend that the Board take the following
actlon:

-1. Deny the claim of
Counsel.

and refer to County

-2.

x3 .

- 4 .

- 5 .

Deny the applicabon to file a late claim on behalf of
and refer to County Counsel.

Grant the application to file a late claim on behalf of Christopher Singer, No. 798-139

and refer to County Counsel.

Approve the claim of
amount of
County Counsel.

in the
and reject it as to the balance, if any, and refer to

Reject  the c la im of
insufficlently  filed and refer to County Counsel.

as

OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY COUNSEL COUNTY  OF SANTA CRUZ

GOVERNMENT CENTER 701 OCEAN STREET, ROOM 505, SANTA CRUZ. CALIFORNIA 9506&4068
(408)454-2040
FAX(408)454-2115 HARRY A. OBERHELMAN III

DWIGHT L. HERR
MARIE COSTA
JANE M. SCOTT

COUNTY COUNSEL RAHN GARCIA

DEBORAH STEEN GOVERNMENT  TORT CLAIM
TAh?fRA CODE
PAMELA FYFE

SAMUEL TORRES, JR.
ELLEN LEWIS

CHIEF ASSISTANTS RECOMMENDED ACTION KIM EASKETT
LEE GULLIVER
DANA McRAE

To: The Board of Supervisors

Agenda August 18, 1998 ASSISTANTS

Re: Claimof Christopher Singer, No. 798-139

Ortginal  Document and associated materials are on file at the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors.

cc: Christine Patton, Clerk/Administrator
Municipal and Superior Courts

Mark Tracy, Sheriff-Coroner

LTR9  WPT
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APPLICATION  FOR LEAVE TO FILE

A IATE CMIM, PURSUANT TO SECTION 911.4T

OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE

TO: BOAR0 OF SUPERVISORS
CLERK OF THE BOARD
701 OCEAN STREET, ROOM 500
SANTA CRUZ, CA 96060

PH. (408)454-2326
FAX (408)454-3420

CHRISTOPHER SINGER
. hereby makes application for leave to present a

late claim founded on a cause of action for hss OL s1nno.on bail &d nrp-c

mium on/about g/9/97 which occurred on wer g. 1997

and for which a claim was not presented within 6 months (for death,-injury to

personal Property or person or crops); or 1 year (any other cause of action)

by Section 911.2 of the Government Code. For additional circumstances relating

to the said cause of action claimant refers to and hereby incorporates by

reference the proposed claim attached to this application.

Claimant hereby sets forth the following reasons why said claim was not timely

.presented Qlreasonably  be lPved _c w2!s ti-11u 1 ' I fw it ' year)

t cl;tirn_sran  be seen to wte WP O? a~ COLTRA~.,‘m m- ( nty/

JtMlchael t-n which.f?laat w realud '

Dartv in interest). 121 C-t's t!ej~v is excused set-

tion 911.6 (b) (1) mistake/excuseable nealect and/or fb) (3) incaD=ity.

&?iFa&F%iPFdh  Y?%itWjw Ae ted within a reasonable time after occurrence of

said cause of action, not to exceed one year from the date of the occurrence

giving rise to the claim.

WHEREFORE, claimant respectfully requests that said application be granted

pursuant to Government Code 911.6 and that said claim which is hereby attached, .

be received and acted on in accordance with Sections 910 et seq., of the

. Government Code of the State of California.

DATED ?-2 5-ci8 CLAIMANT && &‘&+
2
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CHRISTOPHER SINGER
(CDC #Kg22  14)
San Quentin State  Prison
San Quentin,  CA 94974

Plaintiff  in propria persona

CHRISTOPHER SINGER,
Claimant/Plaintiff,

V.

COUNTY OF SANT.4  CRUZ,
RespondentDefendant.

c

Claim No.:

DECLARATION  OF CLAIMANT
l-N SUPPORT OF APPLICATION
TO PRESENT LATE CLAIM
(Go~-t. Code  $911.4)

DECLAR4TIOS

I, CHRISTOPHER  SINGER,  hereby  state  and declare  the follo\ving:

1) I am the  Claimant/Plaintiff  in the matter of Christouher Sineer  v. Countv  of Santa

Cruz;

2) On May 12, 1998 I submitted  a Claim  Against the County  of Santa Cruz (attached

herein as Exhibit  “A") pursuant  to Government Code  section  9 10 et seq.;’

3) On May 14, 1998, the County  of Santa Cruz  rejected  said claim as untimely pursuant

to section 9 11.2 ;

4) Assuming arguendo that said claim  was filed  beyond  the 6 month time  limit for

presentation of said ciaims,  I hereby  request  that the County of Santa Cruz grant this

Application for Leave to File  a Late Claim for the following reasons;

a) During  the 6 month  period  following the September 9, 1997 injury  which  forms

the  basis of this  claim,  I was incarcerated  in the Santa Cruz County  Jail with

pending  felony charges.  During  this time I was preoccupied with  the defense  of

said charges, which  posed  the possibility  of a substantial state  prison  commitment.

Moreover,  a source  of the injury  I suffered  was none  other  than The  Honorable

Michael  E. Barton,  who  was presiding  over  my pending criminal  case and to



1 whom I was appealing for a just disposition  and lenient  sentence.  To have filed

2 the instant claim during the pendency  of my criminal  case would  have risked
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substantial prejudice  to my legal  interests  in that matter.

b) During the 6 month  period  following  the  September  9, 1997 injury which

forms the basis of this claim,  I was represented  by Douglas Fos of the Public

Defender’s Office, who  failed  to inform  me of said time  limitation.

c) I reasonably and honestly  believed that the time limit  for presentation of my _

claim fell within pne vear from the  date of the accrual  of the  action,  according  to

the second  sentence  of section  911.2  (;‘A claim  relating  to any other cause of

action shall  be presented....not later than one  year after the  accrual  of the cause of

action.“). As the loss  I suffered ($1000.00  bail bond premium) did not reasonably

appear to me to be an “injury” to personal  properry,  I believed my filing of the

instant claim within one year would  be timely.

Therefore, I respectfully  request that the County  of Santa Cruz GRAXT this application

pursuant to Government Code  section  9 11.6, subsections  (b)( 1) and (b)(3). or upon  any other

grounds  which appear just and proper,  and in recognition  of the public  policy favoring resolution

of said matters on the merits.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing  is true and correct  to the  best  of my

knowledge, and,  as to those matters stated  on the basis of information  and belief,  I believe  them

to be true.

&h&.q - -
& -+A-+/

CHRISTOPHE&.&ER
Claimant/Plaintiff



TO:

1 .

2 .

2. --

3.

CLAIH AGAINST  THE COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ '
(Pursuenc co Scccion 910 cc Seq., COVC.  Code)

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF SAXT.4  CRUZ, ATTN:
Cpvernmenca l  Center, 7 0 1  Ocean  Sc feec ,  Santa Cruz, C A

Clalnanc’s N&e CFRISTOPHER SINGER (CDC tK92214)

Clalmanc  ’ s Address San Ouentin State Prison

Sail Quentin; CA 94974

Claimant’s  Phone No. ( n o n e )

P o s t  O f f i c e  a d d r e s s  c o  vhich Notices are C O  b e  sent:

( s a m e  a s  a b o v e )  s
'Occu r r ence : Negligence resultina in loss of bail bond DremiGm and

.Date: g/9/97 P l a c e : Santa Cruz ' emotiqnal distress.

C i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  O c c u r r e n c e  o r  T r a n s a c t i o n  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  C l a i m :
. -

(see attached declaration and supportiriq exhibits)

*

’ i

.

4 . General  d e s c r i p c f o n  o f  I n h e b c e d n e s s ,  O b l i g a t i o n ,  I n j u r y ,  Damage o r  Loss
Incurred so far OS is  now knovn: $1000.00 monetary loss due to loss of
$10,000 bail bond premium,.plus damages for emot_ional distress .

5.

6 .

7.

8.

.ed u e  t o  t r a u m a t i c  re-=eTt fo~n~+;~ 0. h.a;r Pi1 k

N a m e  or  N a m e s  o f  Public  Employee o r  hployees c a u s i n g  i n j u r y ,  damage  o r  l o s s ,
if knovn: Judae !.lichael E.'Barton (Santa Cruz CD. .?lm~-?'nr CHIT--+\

Santa Crut Co. Sheriff' s'Deouties Ravmond Hernandez ~r(rl Fd ohu_.0

Amount claimed now , . . . , . . . . . .-.. . . . . . $ 1 non .nn

Estimated  amount o f  f u t u r e  l o s s ,  i f  k n o v n .  .  I .  .  .  $ 0 0 . 0 0

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 .! l l l l l 0 l l l z inoo .nn

B a s i s  of above  compucac ions Da-7 runspnf ;-m 0 but-7

I .
It-due newce.emium

I f  the amount claimed i s  o v e r  $lO,ObO indicate t h e  court o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

M u n i c i p a l  Court S u p e r i o r  Coutc

Cd,/ 7 v--mA,.-\ t,y e- \.
CUIHANT’ S SIGNATURE

one year
Note: C l a i m  mufc b e  preseneed C O  C l e r k ,  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  vfchf.n  -&~s%-)-
m o n t h s  after thk act w h i c h  o c c a s i o n e d  t h e  i n j u r y . ( S e e ’  G o v t .  C o d e  S e c .  9 1 1 . 2 ,
2nd sentence: “A claim relating to any other c&use of action...:)
American with Disabilities Act questions or requests for accolnmodaeions may be
d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  A D A  C o o r d f n a c o r  a t  434-2530,  ‘IDD number  454-2924.

PEK5OU3
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CHRISTOPHER  SMGER
(CDC #Kg22 14)
San Quentin State Prison
San Quentin, CA 94974

Plaintiff in propria persona

198

CHRlSTOPI-IER SINGER,
Claimant/Plaintiff,

Claim No.:

1
V.

1

COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ, I
RespondentlDefendant.  ]

1

DECLARATION  ~FCLAIMANT
IN SUPPORT OF CLAIM AGAINST
CO’.‘ER??:?.!ENT  ENTIT:‘i’
(Govt.  Code  $900 et. seq.)

DECLARATION

I, CHRISTOPHER  SINGER, hereby state  and declare  the following:

1) I am the defendant in the matter of Peoole  v. Christooher Singer, (Santa Crut Coumy

Superior  Court Case No. S7-09694);

2) On September 4, 1997,  I was arrested  by Santa Cruz  County Sheriffs deputies on

suspicion of violating Sections  422 and 1202 1 (e) of the Penal  Code and booked into  the

Santa Cruz County Jail;

3) At the time  of my booking the bail on schedule  was $lO,OOO.OO  ;

4) On September 5, 1997,  Sheriffs Deputy  Raymond Hemandez  applied  for, and

- received from the Honorable Michael E. Barton,  a bail  increase to $250,000.00 (See

Exhibit “A”);

5) On September 8, 1997,  I was transported  to court  in custody for my arraignment.

Although  he had previously approved a bail  increase,  Judge Barton neglected  to discover

the  $250,000.00 bail and, instead,  remanded  me into  custody on a $10,000  bail (See

Exhibit “B”);

6) Believing my bail to be $1 O,OOO.OO, on September 8, 1997,  I enlisted the assistance of

Tony Diaz Bail Bonds/Amwest Surety Insurance  Company, who wrote  a bail bond  for my



1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

2’

2

21

2’

21

199
release in the amount  of $lO,OOO.OO.  In consideration of the bond,  I was required to pay a

$1000.00 premium(See Exhibit  “C”);

7) On September 9, 1997, after less  than 24 hours  of liberty on bail,  I was rearrested by

Sheriffs  Deputy  Ed Ohye,  who,  at 8:45 p.m., had caused Judge Barton to authorize

another bail increase  back to $250,000.00(See Exhibit  “D”);

8) On September 11, 1997, I was returned  to court, where my bail was set at $125,000.00.

The  court exonerated the $ lO,OOO.OO  bond  and I lost  the $1000.00 premium I had paid in

good  faith reliance  upon  the court’s previously ordered $1 O,OOO.OO bail;.m

9) Due to the negligence  of the judge, court  staff, and/or law enforcement officials, I

have suffered monetary loss  in the amount  of $1000.00, representing  t!le amount of the

forfeited bond  premium.  Had I remained in custody on $250,000.00 (or $125,000.00,  for

that matter), I never wouId  have posted said  premium and relied  to my detriment on the

court’s mistaken, and later, revoked order  of $lO,OOO.OO  bail.

10) Wherefore,  I pray the Santa Cruz County  Board of Supervisors  promptly resolve  to

order the payment to me of $1000.00 in damages for the above-stated  loss.

I decIare under  penalty  of perjury  that the foregoing is true  and correct to the best of my

knowledge,  and, as to those  matters  stated on the basis of information and belief, I believe  them

to be true.

DATE: s- q-4 8

ClaimantNaintiff
c
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1-N THE MUNIC I P A L  COURT  OF  SAMA CRUZ COUMY JUOIC’IAL  DiSTRlC;
COUNTY OF SAMA  CRUZ, !TATE  OF CALIFORNIA

REQUEST FOR SETTING BAIL

ct%aTaphfL  Q&u&
Nam.e  of defendant

5 - 4 - 5 - P ZI a Q
Date of booking Time

.

. . .

. -

Under
and ber .*. .

cnalty  of pcriwy
tcf.

I d&are the foregoing Ia be ttwc ond carrcct  to my best  infomaIian

Order: Boil  is SC! at ft*&Qntil  further order of cewrt by Judge km\ .

Name of jvdga
.

l .. 0� 1=30’ o ’ c l o c k . ..

. * - . I
. ..

e . .. .
.

,-> Ori$d lo be filed with Clerk of the Cburt ..
.*. ._ .- .+..

. ;. . * . .. .‘- prs .:’ . . . . : *_ . ;. : ?: ..,. -.: *

18 ’ EXHIBIT A (Page 1 of 1)
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Amwest Surety hsurance  cbhpany

Court Division
-p.o. Box 4500
Woodland Hills, CA 913654500
TEL8 18704-0444

COUNTY OF

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

having been admitted to bail in the sum of

Now the AMP&ST  SURETY INSURANCE COMPANY, a Nebraska corporation, hereby undertakes
that above-named defendant wiU appear in the above-named court on the date above set forth to answer
any charge in any accusatory pleading based upon the acts supporting the complaint fiIed against
him/her and all duly authorized amendments thereof, in whatever court it may be prosecuted, and wilI
at ail times hold him/herself amendable to the orders and process of the court, and, if convicted, wilI
appear for pronouncement of judgement or grant of probation; or, if he/she faiIs to perform either of

the AMWESTSURETY SUIWiiCE COMPANY, a Nebraska c
~;~$+.$-W~CI~a,tp$of

If thh forfeiture ofti bond be ordered 6y the Court
forthwith against the said AMWEST  SURETY INSURANCE COMPANY, a Nebraska corporation, for the
amount of its undertaking herein, as provided by Sections 1305 and 1306 of the California Penal Code.

THIS EOND Is VOID IF WV FOR AN AMOLPJT
. . . .I L. -.,r, :
‘C &l-p; ‘-7 .

GREATER THAN THE POWER OF ATTORNEY
Q , :. 4, .ly

ATTACHED HERETO, OR IF MORE THAN ONE SUCH
POWER IS ATTACHED, OR IF WRITTENAFI-ERTH-E

AMWEST SURET$&JRti&C~.

EXPIRATION DATE SPECIFIED ON THE ATTACHED
- A  NEBRASiCA  CORl’ORM’-lO~  “?f

.
POWER OF Al-I-ORNEY.

.BY
04 $,.py

T

I certify under penalty of perjury that I am a licensed bail agent ‘of
/ Attorney-In-Faa

COMPANY and that I am executing thi- on I7/ /

a t

I-
Approved this/K day &!Z9%

7’. -

Title

Page 1
EX~~IBIT  C  (Paae 1  02 2)
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AMWEST  SURETY INSURANCE COMPANY
P.O. 60X 4500.  WOODLAND HILLS. CA 91365-4500 (919) 704-0444

THIS  POWER VOID IF NOT USED By: .. 12-31-97.
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE  PRESENTS lhal Amwesf  Surety Insurance Company, a corporalion duly  organized and existing under the laws of Ihe Stale of
Nebraska, and by Ihe aulhorrly  of Ihe esolul~ n pdopln  by h Bean of Oireclors  al a meelm>  duly called and held on December 15. 1975, for said Resolution

amended or re~cindecf&&&g&&&7& lhese presenls  does make. consmule a~wl appoinl,  John E. Savage by

P.O. Box 251 (408) 424-2500
stead to execute, seal and deliver for a&Ah

, its Irue  and lawful Allorney-in-Facl or A9enl  for il and in ils name, place and
mms acl and deed as surely. a bail bond only. Aulhorily  of such Attorney-in-Facl is timiled lo

appearance bonds and cannol be conslrued  lo guaranlee  defendant’s fulure lawful condbcl.  adherence lo lravel  limilalioti.  fines, reslilulron.  paymenls  or penallies.
or any olher cadilion  imposed by a court  not specifically relaled  lo court  appearance. I

00~41s  d IIW company  or soy  dhar surely company power. void il used lo lurnish bad in ~lrcass  o! lhe slated lace amnull 01 Ihts Power, and can onl; be used once.  Ream
tier only lo Anrvresl  Slrrelv  klsuPk%e Coq~any.  Prnvidod  lhal Itv anlhonly 01 arh AII(Y~~-I~-F~cI  to twnd  Iha C.orqmy  shjil mI exccad  lha sum 01

. .
3** N O T  T O  E X C E E D  ftiE ,:SliH OF’ THIRTY  TttOUSI\ND  D O L L A R S  *fe I I

ald pmviM Ihis Rw.w 01 Allomey  is l&d wlh Iha bond  atvl  retarnad  as a ~-ml  of iho’  cowl mcords.
Atrarrv  Illa narnd  of It*  Teflon  on whose beha~l  lhis bcuxf  WN +cn. IT IS l,JNLAWFUL  TO PIWT  THIS FORM WITH
COhlPANY. HOME OFFICE. ’ ‘,m12 i . ;. ,, <:: ‘: /7i
IN WfTNESS  WHEREOF. AMWEST  SURETY INSURANCE COMPANY has

DEFENoANT

seal to be hereunl ,SlaleExGed  ! -m

I
-!

i
!
I

. t-0’
z. I
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REQUEST FOR SETTING BAIL

Y

N0m.e  of defendant
4-4-42

~cte of boobing

Application made br . Arrtrling ogcnq
.h

.
J=

Booking agency

* a
.

. .

Under cdl-y of pcrivry I declare
and be tel.r .’ .

the foregoing to be trvc ond correct to my but iafamtion

uecloronr - P!LJAJT AJPf-6z/P~QJCY . .

Order-L Bail & set ot $Sv until fvtiher  order of court by Jvdgc  (3~ror3 .

or g.’ Vs o ’ c l o c k .
Ncmc  of judge

‘.yr/u,
.

.ih

.

. Utllccr rccclvrr\g  oracr -
sJCclp-nJ~~

-> Original to bo film! with Clerk of the Covrt .. .
.-. . . .- .-L.

.

18 4 0 EXHIDIT  D‘ (Page.1 of


