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ACENDA:  8/25/98

August 19, 1998

BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
County of Santa Cruz
701 ean Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

RE: GOLDEN TORCH TRAI LER PARK
Dear Menbers of the Board:

The Board will recall our recent discussion regarding the Iiving
conditions and code violations at Marmo’s Trailer Park in

VWt sonvi | | e. | wish to bring to the Board' s attention a simlar,
if not nore intense, situation at the CGolden Torch Trailer Park
on Freedom Boul evard.

| recently visited the site, as has our Director of Planning and
ot her departnent personnel, and found the conditions unsafe and
unheal thy for the residents of the park. | amaware that the

Pl anni ng” Departnment, Environnental Health, Human Resources
Bgency, the District Attorney and the Sheriff's O fice _have
formed a "Technical Planning Cormittee" to supply the Board with
a recommendation for solving the problemof travel-trailer parks
turned |owincome housing. ~However, before their task is

conplete, | hope we can effect some inmediate change at the
CGol den Torch to inprove the living conditions for residents and
nei ghbors.

Specifically, when | visited the park | saw broken sewer |ines
running to trailers, public restroonms in disrepair, trailers
perched on inadequate supports and |eaking propane tanks. | was
al so shown photos of a recent septic failure that washed sewage
down the street where children play.
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1 firmy support efforts to require the park owner to take
i medi ate action to address the foll ow ng:

* Repair broken trailer sewer hookups and/or sewer |ines

* | ncrease the capacity of the park's sewer system and
voluntarily reduce the park's occupancy through attrition

* Stabilize trailers with adequate supports and I|evel
trailer lots if necessary

* Renpove abandoned trailers, vehicles and structures which
may becone a safety hazard to park residents

* Increase the capacity or the frequency of pickup of the
park's refuse containers to neet the needs of current
residents

* Bring electrical connections to trailers up to Code

To assist the property owner and County staff in achieving these
goals, | suggest the formation of a task force which, anong
others, would include nyself, representatives from the County's
"Technical Planning Conmittee," a resident from the Golden Torch
Trailer Park, a representative of the County Board of Education,
a nmenber of the Freedom Unitarian Church,, and the Santa Cruz
Legal A d Society.

I understand that the District Attorney's Ofice has sought the
authority to prosecute conpliance failures with the State

Attorney Ceneral's Ofice. | ask that the County Adm nistrator
wite a letter to the Attorney General expressing the urgency of
this matter. I would also ask that County staff take the utnost

care to recognize the fears of CGolden Torch residents and to
assure themthat this action is not an attenpt to displace them
but to help them inprove their park.

It is therefore reconmmended that the County Admnistrative Ofice
be directed to convene a task force wthin 30 days and report
back to the Board on or before Novenber 3, 1998, on its progress
and that the County Admnistrative Ofice send a letter to the
Attorney GCeneral regarding this issue.

Si ncerely,

Hale Syrens

WALTER J. SYMONS, Supervi sor
Second District
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cc: County Admnistrative Oficer
Pl anning Director
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