Santa Crusz County Woard of Supervisors
Proclamation 305

DECLARI NG OCTOBER AS DOVESTI C VI OLENCE AWARENESS MONTH
| N SANTA CRUZ COUNTY AND OCTCBER 1, 1998, AS PURPLE RI BBON DAY

- WHEREAS, one in two wonen is struck at |east once in her
lifetinme by a partner and 4,000 wonen are killed by their
partners or ex-partners each year; and

WHEREAS, 25% of femal e psychiatric patients who attenpt
suicide are victinms of donestic violence, 85% of wonen in
subst ance abuse programs are victins of donestic violence, and
50% of the children in foster care are there because of donestic
vi ol ence; and

VWHEREAS, donestic violence is the nost preval ent violent
crime in California, with law enforcenent agencies receiving 500
reports a day; and

WHEREAS, in 1996, all law enforcenent jurisdictions in Santa
Cruz County received 834 donestic violence call-outs, 699
LnonV|ng gangerous weapons and 118 invol ving use of guns or
ni ves; an

VWHEREAS, 91% of all battered wonen indicate that their
children wi tnessed the violence; and

VWHEREAS, Santa Cruz County has denonstrated a strong
commtment to domestic violence prevention and intervention
including the formation of the Santa Cruz County Domestic
Vi ol ence Commi ssi on.

NOW THEREFORE, |, Janet K Beautz, Chairperson of the Santa
Cruz County Board of Supervisors, do hereby proclaimthe nonth of
Cct ober, 1998, as Donestic Violence Awareness Month in Santa Cuz
County, and further proclai mThursday, Cctober 1, 1998, as Santa
Cruz County Purple R bbon Day.
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