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AGENDA: 4/27/99
April 20, 1999

BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
County of Santa Cruz
701 ean Street

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

RE:  SUPPORT FOR | NCREASE | N FEDERAL APPRCPRI ATI ON
TO THE NATI ONAL MARI NE SANCTUARY PROGRAM I N
FEDERAL FI SCAL YEAR 2000

Dear Menbers of the Board:

On April 14, 1999, the Board of Directors of the Association of
Mont erey. Ba¥ Area Governments voted to support an increase of $15
mllion in tederal fiscal year 2000 funding for the National
Marine Sanctuary Program ~This increase wll strengthen the
National Cceanic and Atnmospheric Adm nistration's (NCAA)
protection of the nation's only system of marine protected areas,
the 12 National Mrine Sanctuaries.

According to NOAA, this increase in funding, for a total of $29
mllion, Wl greatl?/ strengthen the operational capabilities of
each Sanctuary to fulfill its conservation mandate. Specific to
the Monterey Bay, funding is projected for the devel opnent of
outreach/education facilities co-located within aquaria at the
Monterey Bay and Stellwagen Bank Sanctuari es.

The amBAG Board of Directors has asked that each nenber agency
take a position in support of this increased |evel of federal
funding for the National Cceanic and Atnospheric Adm nistration.
Accordingly, | recommend that the Board authorize the Chairperson
to wite to our federal representatives in support of funding in
the amount of $29 million for the National Cceanic and
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At nospheric Administration’s efforts to enhance the education and
outreach strategiesfor the National Marine/s%nctuary Pr ogr am

S\ncerely,

ALMOUTST, Ci{pirperson
" SupervisKrs

JA ted
Attachnent s

CC. AMBAG

1423A6



AMBA G ASSOCIATION OF MONTEREY BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS

(408) 883-3750 FAX (408) 883- 3755 Office Location: 445 Reservation Road, Suite G, Marina
P.O. Box 809, Marina, CA 93933-0809

April 16, 1999

Mr. Jeff AlImquist

Chair, Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors
701 Ocean Street, Room 500

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Dear Mr. Almquist:

The AMBAG Board of Directors voted on April 14, 1999, to support an increase in the
National Marine Sanctuary Program budget to $29 million in federal FY2000 and to
encourage each member agency to also write letters of support (see attached). This
increase would allow the local Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Program to be
implemented as envisioned when the Sanctuary was established 6 years ago. This
includes an increased public education and outreach program.

Please address your letters of support to Congressman Sam Farr, Congressman Tom
Campbell, Senator Barbara Boxer, and Senator Diane Feinstein.

Thank you for your efforts to encourage this budget increase in the Sanctuary Program.
Sincerely,

e

Nicolas P4

Attachment

cc: Ms. Jan Beautz, Santa Cruz County Supervisor, AMBAG Director
Mr. Tony Campos, Santa Cruz County Supervisor, AMBAG Director
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SAMPLE DRAFT OF AMBAG'S LETTER OF SUPPORT

(Mailed to Congressman Sam Farr, Congressman Tom Campbell, Senator Diane Feinstein and
Senator Barbara Boxer.)

April 16, 1999

Dear

The Board of Directors of the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments voted on

April 14, 1999, to support the proposed $29 million budget level for the federal FY 2000 National
Marine Sanctuary Program.

This increase would allow the local Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Program to be
implemented as envisioned when the Sanctuary was established 6 years ago. This includes an
increased public education and outreach program.

Thank you for your continued support of the national and local Marine Sanctuary programs.

Sincerely,

Nicolas Papadakis
Executive Director
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Request Fact Sheet

INITIATIVE

Marine Sanctuaries: Our Special Ocean Places

NOAA is raquesting an incroass of 815
. miifion to strangthen NOAA's pretaction of

the netionis only eywiem of marine pro-
Toctod orcaa: the 12 Nartional Marine

* Banctusries. Theee rationslly significant
caastal and ocean ecosystems provide
actragrdinary economlc recrestional,
educational, sclentiiic and sesthatio value
o local coaetal communities and visitors
from ground tha world. NOAAs Ngtional
Marine Sanctuarice requost is a ey
carriponent ol the Adminlstrations FF— -
2000 Lends Lagacy inttiative. and comple-
mento othar Lands Leagacy invsstmarnte

sceking to holp protact and restons our b
valusble ocesn and coastal resowrves, . _',".Z'. .
The Challenge of Our Marine =0
Sanctuaries

A5 the nation's trustee for thoaa ivaluable L =
natursl and cuttural reesources, NOAA,
has a challenging resgonsibiitty: to canperve,
for the use and enjoyment: of iturs gonerations, thasa complex
marine ecogystems in the face of Increasingly severe snviren-
mental threats.  In regent yecara the world has witnesaed

FY 2000
Change
L SM_
. 510
AR - (1
™ g2
- $3
512
£> 5 ]
Procurement, Aeqmnhon, and Ctmstmehon Account
_ {Nationa] Pstuarine Regcarch Reservey Gystam) T 812
=" (Natgonal Martre Sanctusying) $3 ;
NOAA Lands Legacy Injtintivg -=Total $105

Oce%-‘\m"' '

NOAX's National Marine Samctmaries —

Map of the National Marine Sanctuancs. -

drastic declines In tha viabllity of many marine ecosystems due
to land-based poliution, habiiat loss, over-harvssting, global
cimate change and discasen

Meeting that Challenge

Exploring, underetanding, and catalaguing the diverise e within
our Sangtusrics will betier position us 10 make informed
mansgament. daciélons in the future. The propossd incrasse will
enable the agency not only to sifoctivly mast thess coneerva-
ton challerges, but will position NOAA to responsibly axpand the
aanctysry systam snd be able to protect more of our ocaanis
diverse natural and cuttural Treasursa Te rsach this goal, NOAA
will embark on three related endaavors to ensure the viablity of
these special ocean places:
1. Enhances Conastvartian of Exjeting Sanasuariss. The funding
will greatly strongthan the operations! capabiliticn of cach
Sanctuary to fulfill Ts coneervation mandate. Specific manags-
ment improvemerts witl includs

¢ gtrongthening our ability to sddrese emerging snvironmen-

3! threate and work doger with comnwnitiss and constitys
"I ents TO reacivs user conflicts;

---m—-——-
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NOAA FY 2000 Budget Request Fact Sheet

Big Sur st Montaray Bay NMS

* mapping and monttaring critical habitats, such ao coral
reefs and kelp bede, and watsr qusiivy, 2o bertar undsrs
stand the blodiversity within sach sanctuary:

¢ research To undorstand snd predict the of thase
complex ecasysteme to natumal and human-induced change:
* bringing to life our nation's submergsd cuttural heritage
while ensuring its preservattion; and

¢ daveloping .ﬂcamprdmfudmsphnfwﬁnmm
that prioritizes nsade xnd opportunitiss at individusl sitea.

The rosult wifl ba protaction for eome of the rutiong.noet
uriqus ecosyetima, including the only axtoreive barriar coral reef
oywtam gnd othsr important coral reefe in the Guif of Maxico,
South Atlantic, and the Facifiz-This. wi sleo halp to conserve
America’s most significant populationa of and habitats for.
humpback, right, and blue whales, and other inportant marine
mammal colonics in the Pactfic. In addition. important cuttyrml ©
resounces including historic shipwrecks in the Florida Keys and
ths Pacific, and the Civil War ironclad, the Monitor, will be
prmccod for future gensmitions.

2. Bxpand Environmental Eduuﬂm #nd Outreach Efforte,
Marine Sanctuarics achleve conssrvation through many maana,
including educating the ganaral public. NOAA will apend and
improve environmental education programs that increass public
awarenas> of sur maiting ccosystems and help citizens under-
stand how to miAlmize the impacte of human actiities on tham.

One of the most. significent hurdles to interpreting and undar-
standing the valug of the unique and aignificant msources of the
National Marine Sanctusrics le their offshore locations, which
limite direct access for mast of the public. Crucial to appreciat-
ing these resources snd their importanca i a dimet link between

e o;e?,;ﬁﬁ*
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the resourcas and the peopls. Currartly, the program has ho
moans 1o provido this visitor exparionce. A central element of
the education and outceach strategy will bs a network of
reglonal vlsnorcontcrs.whmdupbllc and environmental
decisionmakers can gain information on major conservartion
issuos. Thie would be accomplished when over poseible, through
cooparativy corters that would Taks advantage of siready
existing aquaria, museums, and other appropriate faclities
through partnerships. For example, within the $15 mifon
incresse, an increase of $3 million Is requostsd for prejacts in FY
2000 that would Inciude d of & visitor center for
NOAA's Florids Reys NMS in partnership with the Natlonal Park
Service and U.S. Pish and Wildlife Service on surplue Navy
property in Rey West; and potential devslopment of outreachs
cducation fagliise co-locatad within squaris av the Montsnoy
Bay and Stelfwagen Bank Sanctuariss The result will be a
systom of public visitors centors that support an expanded
marine education and outreach sffort forths nationis moet
significant merine provectad areae

3. Corefully Plan Growth of the Sanctuary System. The twelve
siicting Sancmn‘osr:preaaﬂ;a valuable fireT #Tap in congerv-
ing the nationie grast coastal and ocoan habitste. A thirteencth
sanctuary, Thunder Sy In Laks Huran, ts under developmert and
expectad to be deslgnated by FY 2000. Other areas deserve
prutestion as well. The additional funding will ailow NOAA to
deveiop and initiate a cargfully oonsidared, ecianca-basad
process to.work with Zoastal communitien, statos, sand other
stakeholders to ldentily and ovaluate potentisl Aow sites.

Tagather, thaes unpracadented initistives mads possivic by the
Lands Legacy inftiative will result in major advances in the
conscrvation and protection of the nationis great ocsan places.

NOAA’s Role

NOAA is uniquely qualifind to scrve as the nation’s trustee for
the great ocaan places in addition to more than 23 years of
experience mansaging these sites under the stetutory mandate
of the National Marine Sanctasries Act, NOAA has Tha compre-
hensivs sciancific and maragome:v apertioe needed To ensure
that these complex enironmerttal challanges are miet, and that
management of these ditas Is carvied out sffectively for their
loma-termt protection,

NOAA has historically werked closely with other partners within
tho fadoral, stetes and local govermimente. in academin, and in
The priviite 66Gtor To meéet tha campleax challengee of conaaerving
ocean ecosystemd. The funde will scrangthen those clas by
building capacity both within NOAA and among ite conservation
partners

Por Iny tact
Office of Legislative AHairs
(24824981

Febraary 1999




