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AGENDA: 4/27/99

April 20, 1999

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
County of Santa Cruz
701 Ocean Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

RE: SUPPORT FOR INCREASE IN FEDERAL APPROPRIATION
TO THE NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY PROGRAM IN
FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2000

Dear Members of the Board:

On April 14, 1999, the Board of Directors of the Association of
Monterey Bay Area Governments voted to support an increase of $15
million in federal fiscal year 2000 funding for the National
Marine Sanctuary Program. This increase will strengthen the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA)
protection of the nation's only system of marine protected areas,
the 12 National Marine Sanctuaries.

According to NOAA, this increase in funding, for a total of $29
million, will greatly strengthen the operational capabilities of
each Sanctuary to fulfill its conservation mandate. Specific to
the Monterey Bay, funding is projected for the development of
outreach/education facilities co-located within aquaria at the
Monterey Bay and Stellwagen Bank Sanctuaries.

The AMBAG Board of Directors has asked that each member agency
take a position in support of this increased level of federal
funding for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
Accordingly, I recommend that the Board authorize the Chairperson
to write to our federal representatives in support of funding in
the amount of $29 million for the National Oceanic and
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(408)883-3750  FAX&81 883-3755

ASSOCIATION OF MONTEREY BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS

Office Location: 445 Reservation Road, Suite G, Marina
P.O. Box 809, Marina, CA 93933-0809

April 16, 1999

Mr. Jeff Almquist
Chair, Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors
701 Ocean Street, Room 500
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Dear Mr. Almquist:

The AMBAG Board of Directors voted on April 14, 1999, to support an increase in the
National Marine Sanctuary Program budget to $29 million in federal FY2000 and to
encourage each member agency to also write letters of support (see attached). This
increase would allow the local Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Program to be
implemented as envisioned when the Sanctuary was established 6 years ago. This
includes an increased public education and outreach program.

Please address your letters of support to Congressman Sam Fart-,  Congressman Tom
Campbell, Senator Barbara Boxer, and Senator Diane Feinstein.

Thank you for your efforts to encourage this budget increase in the Sanctuary Program.

Sincerely, .

Attachment

cc: Ms. Jan Beautz, Santa Cruz County Supervisor, AMBAG Director
Mr. Tony Campos, Santa Cruz County Supervisor, AMBAG Director



SAMPLE DRAFT OF AMBAG’S LETTER OF SUPPORT

(Mailed to Congressman Sam Farr, Congressman Tom Campbell, Senator Diane Feinstein and
Senator Barbara Boxer.)

April 16,1999

Dear

The Board of Directors of the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments voted on
April 14, 1999, to support the proposed $29 million budget level for the federal FY2000 National
Marine Sanctuary Program.

This increase would allow the local Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Program to be
implemented as envisioned when the Sanctuary was established 6 years ago. This includes an
increased public education and outreach program.

Thank you for your continued support of the national and local Marine Sanctuary programs.

Sincerely,

Nicolas Papadakis
Executive Director
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