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State of California

=0
Memorandum 632

To

From

Subject :

Kim Tschantz Date

County of Santa Cruz
701 Ocean Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

February 27, 1997

Department of Fish and Game

Jeannine M. DeWald

Buena Vista Landfill Soil Management Mitigation

Thisisafollow-up to our site visit on January 15, and amends the Department’ s previous comments
regarding this project.

L The project consultant has clarified the methodology which was used in the tarplant survey.
Based on our discussion, it appears that the surveys were satisfactory and that tarplant does not occur on
the site. Thisis supported by my observations during the January 15 site visit. Consultant will expand
the discussion of thisissuein the EIR.

2. The use of the, County’ s normal 50-year flood protection standard is acceptable provided that the
County monitors turbidity changes downstream of the site after major storm events, with remedial action
to follow if turbidity exceeds the standards set by AMBAG for this area.

3. It is clear from the site visit that the habitat quality of the onsite drainages, other than the area to
be used for mitigation& s extremely low.] | also understand that the area needed for the stockpile is less
than originally described in the EIR, resulting in areduction of riparian impacts, and that the County
intends to expand the mitigation area to form alarger area of contiguous habitat. These changes will

result in amitigation ratio of approximately 2: 1 and increased habitat quality. This will be acceptable to
the Department.

In summary, the concerns raised in our initial response to the Draft EIR have been adequately addressed,
and we would concur with its certification. Thank you for your willingness to work with usin protecting
sensitive biological resources.

Sincerely,

Jeannine M. Dewald
Assoc. Wildlife Biologist
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emorandum 654

1. ;fojzét;/Coo dé}h;ﬁf Date: May 28, 1985
esourcgs Agdengy S

2. Bud Lortz
PI anni ng Depart_m?nt Telephone: ATSS ( )
Gty of Watsonville - ( 916 ) 445-3531
250 Main Street
Wat sonville, California 95078

: Departmaent of Fish and Game

Gty of Watsonville Cass Il Sanitary Landfill Expansion
SCH 83011103, Santa Cruz County —

Department of Fish and Game personnel have reviewed the DEIR
for the Cjté of Watsonville Cass Il Sanitary Landfill
Expansi on, , and we have the foffowmng coments.

The ent-ire 53.1 acre expansion site provides excellent
habi tat for many species of birds and animals. ost of those
species found in the draft report's long |ist ofNL|rds,

mammal s, reptiles, and anphibians can be fcund on the
proposed fill site on either a permanent cr seasonal basis.

The three identified habitat types - riparian, nporthern I

coastar—scrup,_—and o] assiand_conpbime 1o torman ecol Ug| ca
unirt oflhigh value 10 wildlifg‘ The area 1orns_an I mpor t ant

art O the watershed at the headwaters of Gallighan SIpugH.
Tl W | rtat

| |
by the County of Santa Cruz.

The project riparian areas are of exceptional quality and

appear to be In pristine condition, These areas are conposed
Of dense stands of nmature oak, willTow and el derberry trees
with a lush tinderstory of riparian shrubs. The riparian
areas-on the proposed landfill property are environnental |y

sensitive NaDITars.

The proposed project will elimnate eight of the total
thirteen acres of riparian habitat. The renoval of this
critical wildlife habitat is an unacceﬁtable adverse inpact.
since the riparian habitat occurs at the boundaries of the
project area, a redesign could elimnate the loss of this
resource. W further recommend a mnimum 100 foot natural
buffer area be established adjacent to the riparian to ensure
its protection. The buffer would be nmeasured from the outer
edge ©f the riparian extending to the toe of the fill sl ope.
The 100 foot buffer area would also preserve a small part of
t he grass-scrub habitat and provide anore gradual transition
fromlandfill to riparian for remaining wilélife species.

>
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1. Projects Coordinator 2 Jed
2. Bud Lortz

The Draft EIR states that "renoval and tenporary |oss of

grassland, northern coastal scrub, and riparian habitat would
result fromsite preparation and landfill operations.* \W believe
the re-establishment of grass and possibly scrub habitat may %
possible if the filled area is nmanaged for that purpose. (owever,
the covering of riparian habitat results in a permanent |o0ss.

Draft EIR also States "the finished landfill would be revegetateg
to return the project to agricultural uses." The Final EIR should
nmake clear the final vegetative nmanagement plans and projected use
for the conpleted landfill. Land nmanaged for agriculture is not

al ways conpat|ble with those managed for wldlife.

Preservation of five acres 'of riparian habitat with a buffer zone
Is suggested under the mtigated inpact section of the Draft EIR
The preservation of a portion of the proposed project area is not
mtigation for the loss of other portions of the project.

W do not agree with the temporary displacenent of wildlife
statement in the Draft EIR. The loss of wildlife habitat is
synonynous with the loss of wildlife. WIdlife cannot nerely nove
into adjacent habitat, if present, when their own home ground is
destroyed. Habitat carrying capacities are |limted because of
various territorial requirenments such as food, cover and nesting.
Wldlife cannot be stockpiled while waiting for suitable habitat
to be developed. Full mtigation nmeasures for the 1TossS of
wildlife and wildlife habitat are needed in the Final EIR

Mtigation neasures nust becoordinated with the Departnent of
Fish and Gane in the event the Santa Cruz |ong-toed sal amander or
Santa Cruz tarplant are found on or near the proposed project

ar ea.

Al'l measures necessary to protect the natural waterways from
project-related siltation and leachate contam nation should becomne .
conditions of project approval.

The. Departnent has direct jurisdiction under Fish and Gane Code
Section 1601-03 in regard to any proposed activities that woul d
substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow or substantially
change the bed, channel or bank of any stream (Qperators will be
required to submt notification of proposed channel nodifications
pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 1603. Wrk cannot be
Initiated until streanbed alteration agreenments are executed.
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1. Projects Coordinator 3
2. Bud Lortz !

gbpartnent of Fish and Gane qfrsoqnel are available to

I scuss our concerns in nore detail. i

t he project sponsor or applicant shoulgocggigg%gcglU?ﬁtkﬁ%py'
Wldlife Biologist 6 telephone (408) 462-6871; or M. Theodore
Woster, Environnmental Services Supervisor, Departnent of
Fish and Game, Ppost Office Box 47, Yountville, California
94599, tel ephone (707) 944-2011.

]
Pt ol 2
¢

Jack C. Parnell
D rector
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MAP OF THE PROJECT SITE SHOWING TOPOGRAPHY AND VEGETATION TYPES
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