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ST TR
ORDI NANCE NO.
ORDI NANCE AMENDI NG CHAPTER 12. 10
OF THE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY CODE RELATI NG TO
THE ADOPTION OF THE 1997 UN FORM BUI LDI NG CODE,
1997 UNI FORM MECHANI CAL CODE,
1997 UNI FORM PLUMBI NG CODE,
AND THE 1996 NATI ONAL ELECTRI CAL CODE,
AS AMENDED BY TI TLE 24, OF THE CALI FORNI A
CODE OF REGULATI ONS
The Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa
Cruz ordains as follows:
SECTI ON |
Section 12.10.070 of the Santa Cruz County Code is
hereby anmended to read:

12. 10. 070 UNI FORM BUI LDI NG CODE ADOPTED

The Buil ding Code for the County of Santa Cruz shall be
the latest printing of the 1997 edition of the Uniform
Bui I di ng Code, excluding the Appendix unless portions
of the Appendix are specifically adopted by this

ordi nance, as anended by Part 2 of Title 24 of the
California Code of Regulations, and the Uniform Code
for the Abatenent of Dangerous Buil di ngs, as adopted by
the International Conference of Building Oficials,
subject to the follow ng changes and excepti ons:

(a) UBC Section 105 Deleted. Section 105 of the
Uni form Building Code is hereby deleted. See
Chapter 12.12 of the Santa Cruz County CodeS

(b) UBC Section 106.2 Arended. Section 106.2 of the
Uniform BuilTding Code is hereby anended to read:

"Exenpted Wrk. A building permit shall not be
required for the follow ng:

!
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(1) One-story detached accessory buil dings used as

tool and storage sheds, playhouses and simlar
uses, when |l ocated on a parcel which contains
an existing Goup R and/or Goup M Cccupancy,
provi ded the floor area does not exceed 120
square feet, and the height above grade as
defined in the zoning ordi nance does not exceed
10 feet. If nore than one such structure
exists on a parcel a permt will be required
for both structures if the distance between

t hem does not exceed 50 feet. Such exempt
structures nust neet all other applicable

requi rements of this jurisdiction, including
required mnimum di stances from property |ines.

Fences not over 6 feet high, except that
concrete and masonry fences nore than 3 feet in
hei ght nmeasured fromthe | owest grade to the
top of the wall shall require a building

permt.

Movabl e cases, counters and partitions not over
5 feet-9 inches high.

Retaining walls which retain not nore than 3
feet of material unless supporting a surcharge

or inmpounding Class I, Il, or III-A liquids.
For the purpose of this section, a retaining
wall is considered to be supporting a surcharge

I f:

The wal|l retains nore than one foot of nateri al
and the retained material slopes nore than two
units horizontal to one vertical within a

di stance equal to twi ce the height of the wall

above the | owest grade.

The wall retains nore than one foot of materi al
and any road or structure is located on the
retained material wthin a distance equal to
tw ce the height of the wall above the | owest
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gr ade. Tt

Pl atforns, wal ks, and driveways not nore than
30 inches above grade and not over any basenent
or story bel ow

Painting, papering and simlar finish work.

Tenporary notion picture, television and
t heater stage sets and scenery.

W ndow awni ngs supported by an exterior wall of
Goup R Dvision 3, and Goup M Cccupancies
when projecting not nore than 54 inches.

Prefabricated sw nm ng pools accessory to a
Goup R Division 3 Cccupancy in which the pool
walls are entirely above the adjacent grade and
i f the capacity does not exceed 5,000 gall ons.

(11) Treehouses, skateboard ranps, and children's

(12)

play structures when constructed on a parcel
whi ch contains a single famly dwelling and
whi ch are not used for conmercial purposes,
unl ess the Building Oficial finds that the
structure poses a hazard to health or safety.

Agricultural shade structures less than 12 feet
i n height constructed of light frame nmaterials

and covered with shade cloth or clear, flexible
plastic wth no associated electrical,

pl unbi ng, or nmechanical equipnent.

(13) Water tanks supported directly upon grade if

(14)

t he capacity does not exceed 5,000 gall ons and
the ratio of height to dianmeter or w dth does
not exceed 2 to 1.

Repl acenent in kind of gypsumwall board if it
does not serve as a fire-resistive assenbly or
as lateral bracing for the building.
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(15) Replacenment in kind of windows or doors when
the structural integrity of the opening is not

af f ect ed.

(16) Repl acenent in kind of exterior siding
when it does not serve as a fire-resistive
assenbly or as lateral bracing for the
bui | di ng.

(17) Prefabricated structures constructed of
light frane materials and covered with
cloth or flexible plastic, used to shelter
vehicles or boats, wth no associ ated
electrical, plunbing, or nechanical
equi pnent .

Unl ess ot herw se exenpted by this code, separate
plumbing, electrical and nechanical permts will be
required for the above exenpted itens.

Exenption fromthe permt requirenents of this code
shall not be deenmed to grant authorization for any
work to be done in any manner in violation of the
provi sions of this code or any other |aws or

ordi nances of this jurisdiction.

Unl ess specifically exenpted by the Buil ding
Oficial, retaining walls retaining nore than 4
feet of material shall be designed by an engi neer
giqensed by the State of California to performsuch
esi gn.

UBC Section 107.4 anended. Section 107.4 of the
Uni form Building Code 1s hereby anended as foll ows:

"(d) Expiration of Applications. An application
for a building permt shall beconme null and void,
and any rights or expectations pertaining to its
position on the allocation waiting |list shall be
likewise nullified, if the building permt shall
not have been approved, for whatever reason, within
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24 mont hs of the date of acceptance of the T3

conpleted permt application by the Building
Oficial.

After the building permt application has been
approved the application shall becone null and void
and any rights or expectations pertaining to its
position on the allocation waiting list shall be

i kewise nullified, if the applicant has not
accepted the building permit and paid the required
fees for the building permit within 6 nonths of the
date the applicant is notified that the application
has been approved.

The Planning Director nmay reduce the maxi mum tines
in the two precedi ng paragraphs when the
application has been nmade to correct a violation of
Federal, State, or County codes or to protect life,
heal th, or safety.

| f a building permit application becones null and
voi d pursuant to this section, the application
shal |l be consi dered abandoned unl ess a new
application is filed. If a new application is
filed, all required reviews shall be perforned
again, and all appropriate review fees-shall be
paid again. The standards upon which the reviews
are based shall be the standards in effect at the
time the new application is reviewed.

The Building Oficial nmay extend a building permt
application which has becone void pursuant to this
section for increnents of tinme not exceeding 6
mont hs when the Building Oficial determnes that
such an extension is otherw se consistent with the
intent of this ordinance, and upon a finding by the
Building Oficial that the applicant is making a
good faith attenpt to conmply with the requirenents
of the Planning Departnment. A fee as set forth in
t he Pl anni ng Departnent section of the County's
Unified Fee Schedul e shall be charged for the

g 1
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processing of applications for such extensions,
unl ess specifically waived by the Building
Oficial.

UBC Section 106. 4.2 Anended. Section 106.4.2 of the

Uni form Buil ding Code Is hereby anmended to read:

"(b) Retention of Plans. One set of approved

pl ans, specifications and conputations shall be
retained by the Building Oficial for a period of
not |ess than 90 days from date of conpletion of
the work covered therein;, and one set of approved
pl ans and specifications shall be returned to the
applicant with the issuance of the associated
permt, and said set shall be kept on the site of
the building or work at all tines during which work
authorized thereby is in progress.

(e) UBC Section 106.4.4 Anended. Section 106.4.4 of the

Uni form Buil ding Code Is hereby anended to read:

"(d)Expiration and Extension of Building Permts

(1) Expiration of Building Permts Generally.
Every permt i1ssued by the Building Oficial
under the provisions of this Code shall expire
by limtation and becone null and void unless
ext ended pursuant to paragraph 3 below, if the
bui | di ng or work authorized by such permt is
not commenced within one year fromthe date of
such permt, or if a signed and dated approva
or partial approval of an inspection is not
entered on the permittee's job copy as to the
bui | ding or work authorized by such permt at
any tinme after the work is commenced for a
period of one year, or if the requirenments of
anot her revi ew ng agency, as shown on the
permt docunents, are not nmet within one year
of the date of the final inspection.

The Planning Director may reduce the maxi mum
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times in the preceding paragraph when the
permt has been issued to correct a violation
of Federal, State, or County codes or to
protect life, health, or safety.

Expiration of Residential Building Permts

Subiect to Measure "J" (Section 12.02 of the

County Code). A residential building permt
granted an al |l ocation pursuant to Chapter 12.02
of the County Code, rendered null and void by
reason of the tine [imtations listed in
paragraph (1) above, but eligible for

rei ssuance, may only be reissued provided that
an allocation is available at the tinme of

rei ssuance. If no allocation is available, the
application for reissuance shall be placed on
the allocation waiting list and shall be
eligible for an allocation based upon the date
of expiration of the original permt.

Time Extension for Building Permt Expiration.
A building permt rendered null and void by
reason of the tine [imtations set forth in
paragraph 1 above, may be extended upon show ng
of good cause pursuant to the provisions of
paragraph 4 below, for a period not to exceed
one year at a tine, provided that:

(i) An application for extension is received
prior to the expiration date of such
permt;

(ii) The fee established by the Board of

Supervisors and set forth in the Unified
Fee Schedul e has been paid by the
applicant; and

An extension of a permt pursuant to this
paragraph shall be deened to be issued
under the original building permt
allocation, if subject to the provisions

:

om
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of Chapter 12.02 of this Code.

(4 A Tine Extension nmay be authorized, either
conditionally or wunconditionally, upon a
showi ng of good cause. For a building permt
I ssued for the construction of four or nore
residential units, or comercial or industrial
uses over 20,000 square feet, the Board of
Supervi sors, upon determning that good cause
exi sts, may approve an extension of a Building
Permt expiration date for a period not to
exceed one year at a time. The Building
O ficial upon determ ning that good cause
exi sts, may approve extension of a building
permt expiration date for a period not to
exceed one year at a tine for any other
building permit. No extensions shall be
granted under this subsection unless:

(i) All other required permts remain valid or
are duly extended concurrently;

(ii) The work to be done under the permt
continued to be consistent with the
Ceneral Plan and all other County
ordi nances; and

(5) Good Cause may include:

(i) The existence of a devel opnent noratorium
| nposed after approval of a permt. A
devel opnent noratorium shall include a
wat er or sewer noratorium as well as
ot her actions of public agencies other
than the County, which regulate l[and use,
devel opment, or the provision of services
to the land, which thereafter prevents,
prohibits, or delays the building or work
aut hori zed by such permt; and

(ii) Alawsuit which has been filed and is
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pending in a court of conpetent
jurisdiction which prevents, prohibits, or
del ays the building or work authorized by
such pernmit. The permttee nust apply for
an extension within 30 days of the service
of the initial petition(s) or conplaint(s)
in the lawsuit.

An application for extension shall be
acted upon within 40 days of its filing
and may be approved if it is determ ned
that the lawsuit does effectively,
prevent, prohibit, or delay the building
or work authorized by the permt.

(iii) Situations where extension is necessary
to conply with County ordinances.

(iv) The Building Oficial may grant a 6 nonth
ext ensi on based upon financial or other
hardshi p when the permt hol der has
denonstrated a good faith effort to nmake
progress in commenci ng, or continuing
construction. A witten finding of the
basis of this extension shall be preserved
in the files of the jurisdiction.

(v) The Building Oficial may grant an
extensi on of appropriate length to correct
admnistrative error. Awitten finding of
the basis of this extension shall be
preserved in the files of the
jurisdiction.

(6) A building permt which has becone void nmay be
reinstated by the Building Oficial provided
the following conditions are net:

(i) An approved job copy of the plans exists,
unl ess this requirenment is specifically
wai ved by the Building Oficial.

9
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(ii) The project as constructed is consistent
w th the approved plans.

(iii) Required inspections have been obtai ned
based on the current state of
construction.

(iv) An application is received requesting
rei nstatenent of the building permt and
the processing fee set forth in the
Pl anni ng Departnent section of the County
Unified Fee Schedule is paid.

(v) The applicant is nmaking a good faith
effort to conplete the project.

(vi) The project is adequately secured and does
not present a hazard to the surroundi ng
properties.

UBC Section 107.1 Anended.

UBC section 107.1 shall be anended to read as
foll ows:

"Fees shall be as set forth in the Pl anning
Departnent section of County Unified Fee Schedul e.”

The Appendi x of the 1997 Uniform Building Code is
hereby adopted in its entirety, subject to the
changes, additions, and deletions shown in this
secti on.

(1) Appendi x Chapter 3, Division Ill, Section 332
“"One and Two Famly Dwelling Code Adopted” is
hereby del et ed.

(2) Appendix Chapter 11," Accessibility", is
hereby deleted in its entirety.

(3) Appendix Chapter 13, "Energy Conservation in

10
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New Buil ding Construction", is hereby deleted.
(4) Appendi x Chapter 31, Division 1, "Flood

Resi stant Construction” is hereby deleted. (See
Chapter 16.10, Santa Cruz County Code.)

(5) Appendix Chapter 29, "M ninmum Pl unbi ng
Fi xtures"' is hereby del eted.

(6) Appendi x Chapter 33, "Excavation and G ading"
Is hereby deleted in its entirety. (See Chapter
16. 20, Santa Cruz County Code.)

(7) Appendix Chapter 34, "Existing Structures" is
hereby deleted in its entirety.

UBC Addition-Water Runoff

(1) UBC Addition-Water Runoff. Were runoff from
roofs Is collected or concentrated, it shall be
either percolated into the ground by suitable
met hods, or carried to streets or existing
drai nage courses in lined conduits or over
vegetated, erosion-resistant surfaces.

Vel ocity dissipaters shall be used wherever
runoff is discharged to bare soil or an
unprot ected drai nage channel.

UBC Addition-Erosion Control. Al disturbed
surfaces resulting frombuilding construction shall
be prepared and maintained to prevent erosion
between October 15th and April 15th.

UBC Addition - Wdth Standards for Doorways,
Hal | ways and Stairways. Buildings for residential
structures shall have a 30-inch m ninmuminside
dimension for all doorways, through which any user
t hereof may pass, excluding shower doors; closet or
pantry doors when the back wall of the closet or
pantry is less than 3 feet fromthe door; and doors
that serve the sane function to an area where one

11
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door already neets the requirenent. |f, and to the
extent that, this subsection is inconsistent with
any provision of the Uniform Building Code
currently or hereafter adopted by the County of
Santa Cruz, the provisions of this subsection shall
prevail .

(k) Uniform Code for the Abatenent of Dangerous
Buildings

The Uni form Code for the Abatenent of Dangerous
Bui | dings is anended as follows:

1. The Code is retitled to read:

“UNI FORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF STRUCTURAL
AND GEOLOd C HAZARDS'

2. Section 201 is hereby amended to read:

(a) Admnistration

The Planning Director or designee is
hereby authorized to enforce the

provi sions of this code and to adm nister
t he abat ement process.

The Planning Director or designee shall
have the power to render interpretations
of this code and to adopt and enforce
rules and supplenental regulations in
order to clarify the application of its
provi sions. Such interpretations, rules
and regul ations shall be in conformty
with the intent and purpose of this code.

The Building Oficial is responsible for
maki ng determ nations as to whether
bui | di ngs, structures, or portions

t hereof, are dangerous and unsafe.

12
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The County Ceol ogist is responsible for
maki ng determ nations as to whether, due
to geologic conditions, such conditions
render a site, bU|Id|ng, structure, or
portions thereof, dangerous and unsaf e.

3. Section 202 is hereby anended to read:

\Whenever, 1n the judgnent of the Planning Director
or the Planning Director's designee, it appears
after inspection that a building or portion thereof
i s dangerous as defined in this code and a public
nui sance; and/or whenever, in the judgnent of the
Planning Director, it appears after inspection that
a building or portion thereof is rendered dangerous
as defined in this code and a public nuisance as
the result of geologic conditions on a site; the

Pl anning Director or designee nmay initiate
proceedings to abate the public nuisance by repair,
rehabilitation, denolition or renoval in accor dance

wth the procedures specified in Section 401 of
this code.

Section 205 is hereby anended to read:

(a) Ceneral. The Hearing Oficer(s) provided
by the Board of Supervisors as established
under Section 1.12.070 of the Santa Cruz
County Code shall hear and deci de appeal s
of orders, decisions or determnations
made by the Planning Director, or the
Planning Director's designee, relative to
the application and interpretations of
this code. The Hearing Oficer(s) shal
adopt rules of procedures for conducting
i ts business and shall render al
decisions and findings in witing to the
appellant, wth copies to the Aerk of the
Board of Supervisors and to the Pl anning
Director. Appeals to the Hearing Oficer
shal| be processed in accordance wth

13
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Section 501 of this Code. Copies of all )
rules or regulations used in the conduct
of these hearings shall be nmade avail able
to the public by the Planning Departnent.

(o) Limtations on Authority. The Hearing
O ficer(s) shall have no authority
relative to interpretation of the
adm ni strative provisions of this code nor
shall the Hearing O ficer(s) be enmpowered
to waive requirenents of this code.

Chapter 4 is retitled to read:

"NOTI CES AND ORDERS OF THE PLANNI NG DI RECTCR!
Par agr aph 401.1 of Section 401 is hereby

anended to read:

(a) Commencenent of Proceedings. Wenever, in
t he judgnment of the Planning Director or
the Planning Director's designee, it
appears from an inspection that a building
or site is dangerous as defined in Section
302, and constitutes a public nuisance,
the Planning Director or the Planning
Director's designee may conmence
proceedi ngs to cause the repair, vacation
or denolition of the building, structure
or site according to the procedures set
forth in this section.

Paragraph 5 of Section 401.2 is hereby
anended to read:

(b) 5. Statenents advising (i) that any person
having any record title or legal interest in
the building or site may appeal fromthe notice
and order or any action of the Planning
Director or designee to the Hearing O ficer,

14
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provided in this code and filed with the

Pl anning Director within 30 days fromthe date
of service of such notice and order; and (ii)
that failure to appeal wll constitute a waiver
of all right to an adm nistrative hearing and
determ nation of the matter.

Section 402 is hereby anended to read:

I f conpliance is not had with the order within
the tinme specified therein, and no appeal has
been properly and tinely filed, the Planning
Director or designee may file in the office of
the County Recorder a certificate describing
the property and certifying (i) that the
building or site or portion thereof is
dangerous and (ii) that the owner has been so
notified. \Wenever the corrections ordered
shal| thereafter have been conpleted or the
bui | di ng denvol i shed and/ or the geol ogic
conditions mtigated to a | evel acceptable to
the County so that it no longer exists as a
dangerous building or site or portion thereof
on the property described in the certificate,
the Planning Director or designee shall file a
new certificate with the County Recorder
certifying that the building has been
denol i shed or all required corrections have
been made so that the building or site or
portion thereof is no |onger dangerous,

whi chever is appropriate.

Section 403 is hereby anended to read:

Whenever a dangerous building, structure or
site is ordered to be repaired, the owner shal
either secure the building, structure or site
from unaut hori zed entry, repair the buil ding,
structure or site in accordance with the
current building code, or denolish the building

15
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or structure at the option of the building

owner.

Section 501.1- General is hereby anmended to

read:

Form of Appeal. Any person entitled to service

under Section 401(c) may appeal fromany notice
and order or any action of the Planning

Di rector,

or the Planning Director's designee,

under this code by filing at the County of

Santa Cruz Planning Departnment a witten appeal
cont ai ni ng:

1.

A heading with the words: "Before the
Hearing O ficer of the County of Santa

Cruz."

A caption reading "Appeal of . . . . . ..."
giving the nanes of all appellants
participating in the appeal.

A brief statenment setting forth the

| egal interest of each of the

appel lants in the building or the I and
i nvolved in the notice and order.

A brief statenent in ordinary and
conci se | anguage of the specific order
or action protested, together with any
material facts clained to support the
contentions of the appellant.

A brief statenment in ordinary and
preci se | anguage of the relief sought
and the reasons why it is clained the
protested order or action should be
reversed, nodified or otherw se set
asi de.

The signature of all parties naned as

16
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appel lants and their official mailing
addr esses.

7.  The verification (by declaration under
penalty of perjury) of at |east one
appellant as to the truth of the
matters stated in the appeal.

The appeal shall be filed wthin 20 days
fromthe date of the service of such order
or action of the Planning Director or

desi gnee; provided, however, that if the
bui I ding or structure or site is in such
condition as to make it inmediately
dangerous to the life, linb, property or
safety of the public or adjacent property
and is ordered vacated and is posted in
accordance with Section 404, such appea
shall be filed within 5 days from the date
of service of the notice and order of the
Pl anning Director or designee.

Processing of Appeal. Upon receipt of any
appeal filed pursuant to this section, the
Pl anning Director or designee shall submt
it at the next regular or special neeting

of the Hearing O ficer.

Scheduling and Noticing Appeal for
Hearing. As soon as practicable after
receiving the witten appeal, the Hearing
Oficer shall fix a date, tinme and pl ace
for the hearing of the appeal. Such date
shall not be less than 15 days nor nore
than 60 days fromthe date the appeal was
filed wwth the Planning Departnment.
Witten notice of the tinme and pl ace of
the hearing shall be given at |east 10
days prior to the date of the hearing to
each appellant by the Hearing Oficer

ei ther by causing a copy of such notice to

17
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be delivered to the appellant personali%ﬁ¥~2£L:
or by mailing a copy thereof, postage

prepai d, addressed to the appellant at the
address shown on the appeal.

Section 504 is herebv anended to read:

Except for vacation orders pursuant to Section
404, enforcement of any notice and order of the
Pl anning Director or designee issued under this
code shall be stayed during the pendency of an

appeal therefromwhich is properly and tinely
filed.

Chapter 6. is hereby del eted.

Chapter 7 is retitled to read:

"Enforcenment of the O der of the Planning
Director or the Hearing Oficer"

Par agraphs (a) and (b) of Section 701 are

hereby anended to read:

(a) Ceneral. After any order of the Pl anning
Director or designee or the Hearing
O ficer nmade pursuant to this code shall
have become final, no person to whom any
such order is directed shall fail,
neglect, or refuse to obey any such order.
Any such person who fails to conply with
any such order is guilty of m sdeneanor.

(b) Failure to Cbey Oder. [If; after any
order of the Planning Director or designee
or Hearing Oficer nade pursuant to this
code becones final, the person whom such
order is directed shall fail, neglect or
refuse to obey such an order, the County
may (1) cause such person to be prosecuted
under Subsection (a) of this section, (ii)

18
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proceed wi th abatenent action pursuant to
Section 701 et. seq., or (iii) institute
any appropriate legal action to abate such
building or site as a nuisance.

ragraph 701, f
Section 701 are hereby anended to read.

(c) 1. The Planning Director or Planning
Director's designee may cause the
building or site described in such
notice and order to be posted at each
entrance thereto a notice conmensurate
wi th the degree of hazard.

2. The funding and order shall remain in
effect until the repairs, denolition
or renoval ordered by the Planning
Director or designee have been
conpleted and a Certificate of
Cccupancy issued pursuant to the
provisions of the Building Code.

3. The Planning Director or designee may,
in addition to any other renedy herein
provi ded, cause the building or site
to be repaired to the extent necessary
to correct the conditions which render
the building or site dangerous as set
forth in the notice and order; or, if
the notice and order required
denolition, to cause the building or
site to be sold and denolished or
denol i shed and the nmaterials, rubble
and debris therefromrenoved and the
| ot cleaned. Any such repair or deno-
lition work shall be acconplished and
t he cost thereof paid and recovered in
t he manner hereinafter provided in
this code. Any surplus realized from
the sale of any such building or site,

19
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or fromthe denolition thereof, over
and above the cost of denolition and
of cleaning the lot, shall be paid

over to the persons lawfully entitled
t hereto.

16. Section 702 is hereby anended to read:

Upon recei pt of any application fromthe person
required to conformto the order and by agreenent
of such person to conply with the order if allowed
additional tine, the Planning Director or Pl anning
Director's designee may grant an extension of ting,
not to exceed an additional 120 days, w thin which
to conplete said repair, rehabilitation or
denolition, if the Planning Director or Planning
Director's designee determ nes that such an
extension of tinme will not create or perpetuate a
situation inmmnently dangerous to life or property.
The Planning Director's or designee's authority to
extend tine is limted to the physical repair,
rehabilitation or denolition of the prem ses and

wll not in any way affect the tine to appeal the
notice and order.

17. Paragraph 802.1 of Section 802 is hereby
anended to read:

(a) Ceneral. The Board of Supervisors shall
establish a special revolving fund to be
desi gnated as the repair and denolition
fund. Paynents shall be nade out of said
fund upon the demand of the Planning
Director or designee to defray the costs
and expenses which may be incurred by the
County in doing or causing to be done the
necessary work or repair or denolition of
dangerous buildings, structures or sites.

SECTION |1

20
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Section 12.10.072 of the Santa Cruz County Code is
hereby anmended to read:

25~

N~

12.10. 072 STATE H STORI C BUI LDI NG CODE ADCPTED

Part 8 of Title 24 of the California Adm nistrative
Code is hereby adopted by reference, and applies to the
rehabilitation, preservation, restoration, or

rel ocation of qualified historical buildings or
structures. Hi storical buildings or structures which
are included on the General Plan Hi storic Resources

I nventory are hereby "qualified" to use the State

H storic Building Code.
SECTION 111

Section 12.10.080 of the Santa Cruz County Code is
hereby anended to read:

12.10. 080 UNI FORM MECHANI CAL CODE ADOPTED

The Mechanical Code for the County of Santa Cruz shal
be the 1997 Edition of the Uniform Mechanical Code,

i ncluding the Appendi x, as anended by Part 4 of Title
24 of the California Code of Regul ations.

(a) Section 110 Deleted. Section of the Uniform

Mechani cal Code 1s hereby del eted. (See Chapter
12.12 of the Santa Cruz County Code.)

(b) UMC Section 115.1 Anended.

UMC section 115.1 shall be anended to read as
fol |l ows:

"Fees shall be as set forth in the Pl anning

Departnent section of the County Unified Fee
Schedul e. "
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(c) Permits, to Wom I|ssued

(1) Permits shall be issued onlg to qualified
contractors, duly licensed by the State of

California except as specifically provided
bel ow:

(1) Honeowner. The Building Oficial may
I ssue to an individual a honeowner's
permt authorizing said individual to
Install, alter, change, or repair any
mechani cal appliance, apparatus or
mechani cal systemregulated by this
Chapter in or about a single-famly
dwel I'i ng used exclusively for |iving
purposes, including the usual accessory
bui | di ngs and quarters in connection with
such buildings, provided that such person
I's the owner of the prem ses.

(i) Buil ding Omer or Qualified
Mai nt enance Mechanic.  The Buil ding
Oficial may 1ssue a nechanical permt
to the building ower or other
qual i fi ed person, based upon the scope
of the work and the qualifications of
the applicant. The Building O ficial
may require verification of the
necessary skills and abilities to
perform such work by such neans as he
deens necessary.

SECTION |V

Section 12.10.090 of the Santa Cruz County Code is
hereby anended to read:

12.10.090 UNI FORM PLUMBI NG CODE ADOPTED

The Pl unmbi ng Code for the County of Santa Cruz shall be
the 1997 Edition of the Uniform Plunbing Code,
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including the Appendix, as amended by Part 5 of Title
24 of the California Code of Regulations, subject to
the foll ow ng changes and exceptions:

UPC Addition - | ndividual Water Meters. Individual
water nmeters are required for each residential dwelling
unit as defined in the UniformBuilding Code or the
Santa Cruz County Code, when such units are connected
to a central water source. Dwelling units designated
as apartnment units are exenpted, but individual water

neters are required upon conversion to condom ni um
units.

(a) UPC Section 103.4.1 Anended.

UPC section 103.4.1 shall be anmended to read as
foll ows:

"Fees shall be as set forth in the Pl anning
Department section of the County Unified Fee
Schedul e. "

(b) Pernmts, to \Wom |ssued

(1) Permits shall be issued onlg to qualified
contractors, duly licensed by the State of
California except as specifically provided
bel ow

(I) Honmeowner. The Building O ficial may
I ssue to an individual a honeowner's
permt authorizing said individual to
install, alter, change, or repair any
pl unbi ng fixture, appliance, or piping
system regul ated by this Chapter in or
about a single-famly dwelling used
exclusively for living purposes,

I ncluding the usual accessory
bui | di ngs and quarters in connection
w th such buildings, provided that
such persons is the owner of the

23



ATTACHMENT‘EZQ
39

prem ses.

(i) Building Omer or Qualified
Mai nt enance Plunber. The Building
Oficial may issue a plunmbing permt
to the building ower or other
qualified person, based upon the scope
of the work and the qualifications of
the applicant. The Building Oficia
may require verification of the
necessary skills and abilities to
perform such work by such neans as he
deens necessary.

SECTI ON V

Section 12.10.100 of the Santa Cruz County Code is
hereby anended to read:

12.10. 100 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE ADOPTED

The Electrical Code for the County of Santa Cruz shal
be the 1996 Edition of the National Electrical Code as
amended by Part 3 of Title 24 of the California Code of
Regul ations, and shall be adm nistered using the

Uni form Adm ni strative Code for the 1996 Nati onal

El ectrical Code published by the International
Conference of Building Oficials, subject to the
foll ow ng changes and exceptions:

(a) Uniform Adm nistrative Code Section 306 (a)
anended. Subsection (a) of Section 306 of the 1994
Uni form Adm ni strative Code Provisions for the
Nati onal Electrical Code is hereby anended by
addi ng the follow ng sentence:

"No connection may be nmade to a source of

el ectrical energy until all provisions of
appl i cabl e ordi nances and permts pertaining to the
devel opnent of the site have been adhered to."
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Permits, to Wiom |ssued

(1) Permts shall be issued onlﬁ to qualified
contractors, duly licensed by the State of
California and authorized by their license to
performelectrical work except as specifically
provi ded bel ow

(I) Maintenance Electrician. In lieu of an
I ndi vidual permt for each installation or
alteration thereof, a permt shall be
i ssued to any person, firm or corporation
regul arly enploying one or nore qualified
electricians for the installation and
mai nt enance of electrical wring, devices,
appl i ances, apparatus or equi pnment on
prem ses owned or occupied by the
applicant for the permt.

(i) Honeowner.  The Building Oficial may
I ssue to an individual a honeowner's
permt authorizing said individual to
Install, alter, change, or repair any
electrical fixture, appliance or
el ectric system regulated by this
Chapter in or about a single-famly
dwel I'i ng used exclusively for |iving
purposes-, including the usual
accessory buildings and quarters in
connection with such buildings,
provi ded that such person is the owner
of the prem ses.

(i) Buil ding Omer or Qualified o

Mai ntenance Electrician. The Building
Oficial may issue an electrical

permt to the building owner or other
qual i fi ed person, based upon the scope
of the work and the qualifications of
the applicant. The Building O ficial
may require verification of the neces-
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sary skills and abilities to perform
such work by such neans as he deens
necessary.

(c) Table No. 3-A of the Uniform Administrative Code
for the 1996 National Electrical Code Anended.

Table No. 3-A of the Uniform Adm nistrative Code
for the 1996 National Electrical Code shall be
amended to read as foll ows:

"Fees shall be as set forth in the Pl anning
Department section of the County Unified Fee
Schedul e. "

SECTI ON VI

This ordi nance shall take effect on the 31st day
after the date of final passage; and shall becone
operable on July 1, 1999, as to the 1997 Uniform
Bui | di ng Code, 1997 Uniform Pl unbing Code, 1997 Uniform
Mechani cal Code, and 1996 National Electrical Code
together with all applicable State anmendnents.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this day of , 1999,
by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Cruz
by the follow ng vote:

AYES: SUPERVI SORS
NCES: SUPERVI SORS
ABSENT: SUPERVI SORS
ABSTAI N SUPERVI SORS
Chair of the
Board of Supervisors
Attest:

Clerk of the Board
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APPROVED AS TO FORM

il M Bl
RR, Coont iy Coumsell

DI STRI BUTI ON: County Counsel
Pl anni ng Depart nment
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

RESOLUTION NO.

On the motion of Supervisor
duly seconded by Supervisor
the following resolution is adopted

RESOLUTION FINDING MODIFICATIONS OF
STATE BUILDING CODESBY ORDINANCE

NO. (COUNTY BUILDING REGULATIONS
CHAPTER 12.10) REASONABLY NECESSARY
BECAUSE OF LOCAL CONDITIONS

WHEREAS, Health and Safety Code Section 17958.5 permits a county to adopt an
ordinance which changes or modifies the State building standards adopted pursuant to
Health and Safety Code Section 17922 upon a determination that such changes or
modifications are reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological or
topographica conditions; and

WHEREAS, Health and Safety Code Section 17958.7 requires that a board of
supervisors making any changes or modifications pursuant to Health and Safety Code
Section 17958.5 shall make an express finding that such changes or modifications are
reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological or topographical conditions,
and shall file a copy of the changes or modifications of said findings with the California
Building Standards Commission.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED that insofar as
Ordinance No. of the County of Santa Cruz (County Building regulations
Chapter 12.10) may change or modify the State building standards adopted pursuant to
Health and Safety Code Section 17922, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa
Cruz expressly finds that such changes or modifications are reasonably necessary because

of local climatic, geological or topographical conditions as more specifically set forth in
Exhibit “A” attached.

resubc.wpd
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors shall file a copy of the changes or modifications together with a copy of this
Resolution with the California Building Standards Commission and shall obtain an
endorsed copy from said Commission..

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa
Cruz, State of California, this day of , June, 1999, by the
following vote:

AYES: SUPERVISORS

NOES: SUPERVISORS

ABSENT: SUPERVISORS

ABSTAIN: SUPERVISORS
Chairman of the
Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

Clerk of the Board

Approved as to form:

Oialp A e

DWIGHT L. HERR, County Counsel

DISTRIBUTION: County Counsel
Planning Department
Cdlifornia Building Standards Commission
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EXHIBIT A

Change or Modification

Section 12.10.070 (b) (1) has been amended regarding the measurement of area and height of
one-story detached accessory buildings used as tools and storage sheds, playhouses and similar
uses which are exempt from a building permit provided the floor area does not exceed 120 square
feet and the height above grade as defined in the zoning ordinance does not exceed 10 feet.

Findings

The measurement of area and height relating to one-story detached accessory buildings used as
tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses is necessary to promote administrative
clarification and consistency with the method of measurement of the size of prefabricated metal
and wood sheds commonly purchased at home supply stores in the area. This amendment is of an
administrative regulation contained in Uniform Building Code Section 106.2.

Change and Modification

Section 12.10.070 (b) (4) has been amended regarding the surcharge limitations on the exemption
from a building permit of retaining walls which retain not more than three feet of material.

Findings

The amendment amends the surcharge limitation on the exemption of retaining walls which retain
not more than three feet of material so as to exempt all retaining walls less than one foot in height,
which are generally landscaping walls and pose no threat to public health and safety. Due to the
geology of Santa Cruz County, landscape retaining walls are a common necessity in the area.

Change and Modification

Section 12.10.070 (b) (14) and (15) provide exemptions for the replacement in kind of gypsum
wallboard

UBCFindings.wpd




Section 12.10.070 (b) (16) has been added to reflect that replacement in kind of exterior siding
when it does not serve as afire-resistive assembly or as lateral bracing is exempt from a building
permit.

Findings

The amendment adding language regarding replacement in kind of exterior siding when it does
not serve as afire-resistive assembly or as latera bracing reflects a cosmetic replacement and
applies to an administrative regulation contained in Uniform Building Code Section 106.2.

Change and Modification

Section 12.10.070 (b) (17) has been added to reflect that prefabricated structures constructed of
light frame materials and covered with cloth or flexible plastic, used to shelter vehicles or boats,
with no associated electrical, plumbing, or mechanical equipment is exempt from a building
permit.

Findings

The amendment adding language regarding prefabricated structures constructed of light frame
materials used to shelter vehicles, boats with no electrical, plumbing or mechanical equipment
reflects the common need to protect vehicles and boats from the climatic conditions resulting from
the geographic locale of the County and poses no significant public health and safety hazard. This
amendment applies to an administrative regulation contained in Uniform Building Code Section
106.2.

Change and Modification

Section 12.10.070 (g) regarding horizontal reinforcement for foundations of minimum height
related to the Uniform Building Code Table No. 18-1-D, has been deleted from the County Code
as it has been added to the 1997 Uniform Building Code as adopted by the County of Santa Cruz
pursuant to Section 12.10.070.

Findings
The amendment deleting language regarding the horizontal reinforcement for foundations of

minimum height has been added to the 1997 Uniform Building Code as adopted by the County of
Santa Cruz and applies to an administrative regulation contained in the Uniform Building Code.

Change and Modification

Section 12.10.070 (h) has been deleted and designated as 12.10.070 (g) to correct the a phabetical
flow of the County Code Section and deletes 1994 Edition of the Uniform Building Code and

UBCFindings.wpd
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adds 1997 Edition of the Uniform Building Code. In addition, 12.10.070 (g) (3) has been added
regarding the Appendix Chapter 13, “‘Energy Conservation in New Building Construction,’ is
hereby deleted” and 12.10.070 (g) (5) has been added regarding Appendix Chapter 29,
“*Minimum Plumbing Fixtures is hereby deleted. ’

Findings

The amendment deletes (h) and corrects the aphabetical designation of the section to read as
Section 12.10.070 (g); and deletes 1994 Edition and adds the 1997 Edition of the Uniform
Building Code. The Appendix Chapter 13, isintended for use in states other than California. In
Cdlifornia, this Chapter is preempted by the energy conservation requirements contained in Title
24 of the California Code of Regulations. The minimum plumbing fixture tables are found in both
the Uniform Plumbing Code and the Appendix to the Uniform Building Code. The amendment
applies to an administrative regulation related to Uniform Building Code Section 107.1 to
correctly reflect the adoption of the 1997 Edition of the Uniform Building Code by the County of
Santa Cruz and to Appendix Chapter 13.

Change and Modification

Sections 12.10.070 (g) (4), (5), (6); 12.10.070 (i); 12.10.070 (j) and (1) have been renumbered to
correct the designation of the Sections.

Findings

The amendments correctly reflect and renumber the designation of Sections 12.10.070 (g), (i), (§)
and (1) of the Santa Cruz County Code.

Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings

The Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings is adopted by the County of
Santa Cruz pursuant to Santa Cruz County Code Section 12.10.070 (k). The police power as set
forth in the California Constitution, Article X1, Section 7, authorizes the County to enact and
enforce within itslimits all local police, sanitary and other ordinances and regulations not in
conflict with the general law. Findings are not necessary for amendments to the Uniform Code for

the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings as it is not included under Health and Safety Code
Sections 17922 and 17958, et seq.

State Historic Building Code

The California Historic Building Code is adopted by the County of Santa Cruz as amended
and added by County Code Section 12.10.072. Findings are not necessary for adoption of the

CadliforniaHistoric Building Code asit is not included under Health and Safety Code Sections
17922 and 17958, et seq.
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Change and Modification

Section 12.10.080 is amended to delete the 1994 Edition of the Uniform Mechanical Code and
add the 1997 Edition of the Uniform Mechanical Code.

Findings

The amendment adds the latest printing of the Uniform Mechanical Code as adopted by the
County of Santa Cruz.

Change and Modification

Section 12.10.090 is amended to delete the 1994 Edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code and add
the 1997 Edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code; and deletes the provision regarding Water
Conservation relating to the installation of fixtures not exceeding specific water flow rates and
usage.

Findings
The amendment adds the latest printing of the Uniform Plumbing Code as adopted by the County
of Santa Cruz. The 1997 Uniform Plumbing Code has added the provision regarding Water

Conservation relating to the installation of fixtures not exceeding specific water flow rates and
usage.

Change and Modification

Section 12.10.100 is amended to delete the 1994 Edition of the National Electrical Code and add
the 1996 Edition of the National Electrical Code.

Findings

The amendment adds the latest printing of the National Electrical Code as adopted by the County
of Santa Cruz.
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