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ATTACHMENT 4

Proposed General Plan Amendments:

Revise Table l-7 (General Plan Resource and Constraints Maps) as shown on the attached pages
(Attachment 1)

Add Policy 5.12.14 to the General Plan/Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan, as follows:

Section 5.12.14 Zone Districts Where Timber Harvesting is Allowed

Allow timber harvesting and associated operations, requiring approval of a
Timber Harvesting Plan by the California Department of Forestry, only in
the Timber Production (TP), Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PR),
Mineral Extraction Industrial (M-3), Commercial Agriculture (CA), and
Agriculture (A) zone districts, and on those areas of properties zoned Special
Use (SU) that are designated as Timber Resource on the General Plan
Resource and Constraint Maps. On SU zoned parcels or portions of parcels
that are not designated as Timber Resource, maintain a process to determine
whether timber harvesting in these areas is consistent with the General Plan.

Revise the following sections of the General Plan/Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan, as
follows:

Section 5.13.5 Principal Permitted Uses on Commercial Agricultural (CA) Zoned Land

Maintain a Commercial Agricultural (CA) Zone District for application to
commercial agricultural lands that are intended to be maintained exclusively for
long-term commercial agricultural uses. Allow principal permitted uses in the CA
Zone District to include only agricultural pursuits for the commercial cultivation of
plant crops, including food, flower, and fiber crops and raising of animals including
grazing and livestock production and timber harvesting operations.

Section 5.14.1 Uses Allowed on Non-Commercial Agricultural (A) Zoned Lands
(Agricultural Land Use Designation with Agricultural Zone District)

(LCP) On land designated Agricultural on the General Plan and LCP Land Use Maps, but
not Agricultural Resource on the Agricultural Resource Maps, allow the following
range of uses based on parcel size.
(a) On parcels 2.5 acres and smaller in size, allow one residence and accessory
uses; agricultural uses; open space uses; recreational uses and community facilities
where these uses can be shown to not conflict with any adjacent agricultural.
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activity.
(b) On parcels over 2.5 acres in size, allow a range of agricultural uses, including
both commercial and non-commercial agricultural activities; one residence;
publically owned and operated landfill as an interim use; or other uses where these
uses are consistent with the Coastal Act, and where these uses can be shown to not
conflict with any adjacent agricultural activity.
(c) Agricultural service establishments according to siting criteria for the location
of such businesses. Siting criteria shall include the following: the business shall be
compatible with the agricultural area and support farming operations in the area;
potential business sites shall not conflict with agricultural practices or residential
uses; and potential business sites will afford maximum protection of agricultural
Production and resource values.
(d) Timber harvesting operations, pursuant to an approved Timber
Harvesting Plan, on those portions of parcels designated as Timber Resource
by the County General Plan Resource and Constraint Maps.
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ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE AMENDING COUNTY CODE SECTIONS 13.10.3 12(b) - AGRICULTURAL
ZONING USES CHART, 13.10.322(b) - ALLOWED USES IN THE RESIDENTIAL ZONES,

13.10.332(b) - ALLOWED USES IN THE COMMERCIAL ZONES, 13.10.342(b) -
ALLOWED USES IN THE INDUSTRIAL ZONES, 13.10.342(b) - INDUSTRIAL ZONE

DISTRICT USES CHART, 13.10.362(b) - ALLOWED USES IN THE PUBLIC AND
COMMUNITY FACILITY ZONE, 13.10.382 - SPECIAL USE ZONING USES CHART,
16.20.180 - PRIVATE ROAD STANDARDS AND 16.30.050 - RIPARIAN CORRIDOR

EXEMPTIONS, AND ADDING COUNTY CODE SECTIONS 13.10.378 - TIMBER
HARVESTING RELATED HELICOPTER REGULATIONS AND 13.10.386 - GENERAL
PLAN CONSISTENCY CRITERIA FOR TIMBER HARVESTING IN THE SPECIAL USE

DISTRICT

SECTION I

Subsection (b) of Section 13.10.3 12 of the County Code is hereby amended to add the following
use to the Agricultural Uses Chart to read as follows:

AGRICULTURAL USES CHART

USE CA A AP
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Timber harvesting and associated P
operations (in the A zone only in areas
designated as Timber Resource on the
General Plan Resource and Constraint Maps )

P

SECTION II

Subsection (b) of Section 13.10.322 - Residential Uses - of the County Code is hereby amended
to read as follows:

G9 Allowed Uses.

1. The uses allowed in the residential districts shall be as provided in the Residential
Uses Chart below. A discretionary approval for an allowed use is known as a “Use
Approval” and is given as part of a “Development Permit” for a particular use. The
type of permit processing review, or “Approval Level”, required for each use in
each of the residential zone districts is indicated in the chart. The processing proce-
dures for Development Permits and for the various Approval Levels are detailed in
Chapter 18.10 PERMIT AND APPROVAL PROCEDURES. The Approval Levels
given in this chart for structures incorporate the Approval Levels necessary for

6s
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ATTACHMENT 4

processing a building permit for the structure. Higher Approval Levels than those
listed in this chart for a particular use may be required if a project requires other

os
69

concurrent Approvals, according to Section 18.10.123.

2. Timber harvesting and associated operations, requiring approval of a Timber
Harvesting Plan by the California Department of Forestry, are not allowed
uses in the Residential zone districts.

SECTION III

Subsection (b) of Section 13.10.322 of the County Code is hereby amended to delete the
following use from the Residential Uses Chart:

RA RR R-l RB RM

p p- -- -- --

SECTION IV

Subsection (b) of Section 13.10.332 - Commercial Uses - of the County Code regarding
commercial uses is hereby amended to read as follows:

c-4 Allowed Uses.

1. The uses allowed in the commercial districts shall be as provided in the Commercial
Uses Chart below. A discretionary approval for an allowed use is known as a “Use
Approval” and is given as part of a “Development Permit” for a particular use. The
type of permit processing review, or “Approval Level”, required for each use in
each of the commercial zone districts is indicated in the chart. The processing
procedures for Development Permits and for the various Approval Levels are
detailed in Chapter 18.10 PERMIT AND APPROVAL PROCEDURES. The
Approval Levels given in this chart for structures incorporate the Approval Levels
necessary for processing a building permit for the structure. Higher Approval
Levels than those listed in this chart for a particular use may be required if a project
requires other concurrent Approvals, according to Section 18.10.123.

2. Timber harvesting and associated operations, requiring approval of a Timber
Harvesting Plan by the California Department of Forestry, are not allowed
uses in the Commercial zone districts.

December 2, 1999 -2-
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SECTION V oB?o
Subsection (b) of Section 13.10.342 - Uses in Industrial Districts - of the County Code is hereby
amended to read as follows:

09 Allowed Uses.

1. The uses allowed in the industrial districts shall be as provided in the following
Industrial Uses chart below. A discretionary approval for an allowed use is known
as a “Use Approval” and is given as part of a “Development Permit” for a particular
use. The type of permit processing review, or “Approval Level”, required for each
use in each of the industrial zone districts is indicated in the chart. The processing
procedures for Development Permits and for the various Approval Levels are
detailed in Chapter 18.10 PERMIT AND APPROVAL PROCEDURES. The
Approval Levels given in this chart for structures incorporate the Approval Levels
necessary for processing a building permit for the structure. Higher Approval
Levels than those listed in this chart for a particular use may be required if a project
requires other concurrent Approvals, according to Section 18.10.123.  For purposes
of this Chapter, a Mining Approval is a Use Approval.

2. Timber harvesting and associated operations, requiring approval of a Timber
Harvesting Plan by the California Department of Forestry, are not allowed
uses in the Industrial zone districts, except in the M-3 zone district pursuant
to the Uses Chart.

SECTION VI

Subsection (b) of Section 13.10.342 of the County Code is hereby amended by amending the
following uses of the Industrial Uses Chart to read as follows:

INDUSTRIAL USES CHART
_________--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

USES M-l M-2 M-3

Mine site interim uses, such as:
1) Agricultural uses subject to the

regulations of the “A” District;

2) Timber harvesting

I”.JII  “1

Allowed at Approval Levels required
by Section 13.10.3 12 of the County
Code orC&@er 15.52

-- -- P

65
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SECTION VII
OOJ

Subsection (b) of Section 13.10.362 - Public and Community Facility Uses of the County Code is
hereby amended to read as follows:

(b) Allowed Uses.

1. The uses allowed in the Public and Community Facilities district shall be as provided
in the Public and Community Facilities Use Chart below. A discretionary approval
for an allowed use is known as a “Use Approval” and is given as part of a
“Development Permit” for a particular use. The type of permit processing review,
or “Approval Level”, required for each use in the zone district is indicated in the
chart. The processing procedures for Development Permits and for the various
Approval Levels are detailed in Chapter 18.10 PERMIT AND APPROVAL
PROCEDURES. The Approval Levels given in this chart for structures incorporate
the Approval Levels necessary for processing a building permit for the structure.
Higher Approval Levels than those listed in this chart for a particular use may be
required if a project requires other concurrent Approvals, according to Section
18.10.123.

2. Timber harvesting and associated operations, requiring approval of a Timber
Harvesting Plan by the California Department of Forestry, are not allowed
uses in the Public and Community Facility zone district.

SECTION VIII

Chapter 13.10 of the County Code is hereby amended by adding Section 13.10.378 to read as
follows:

13.10.378 Timber Harvest Related Helicopter Operations

(a) Helicopter yarding of timber shall only be permitted for timber harvested from
properties zoned TP. Appurtenant helicopter service and log landing areas must be
sited within the Timber Harvest Permit (THP) boundaries on property which is either
zoned TP or is zoned to another zone district where timber harvesting is an allowed use.
Helicopter flights for log transport between the area where the felling is occurring and
the landing must occur only over property contained within the approved THP.

(b) No helicopter flight may occur within 1,000 feet horizontally of an inhabited
residence, provided that the Director may reduce this requirement to 500 feet with the
written concurrence of the residential inhabitant.

December 2, 1999 -4-
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SECTION IX OB?T

Subsection (a) of Section 13.10.382 of the County Code - Uses in the Special Use “SW District -
is hereby amended to read as follows:

(a) Allowed Uses.
1. All uses allowed in the RA and R- 1 Zone District shall be allowed in the Special Use
“SU” Zone District where consistent with the General Plan and when authorized at the
highest Approval Levels specified in the Uses Chart in Section 13.10.322(b) for those
districts.

2. All uses allowed in Zone Districts other than RA and R-l shall be allowed in the
Special Use “SU” Zone District where consistent with the General Plan and when
authorized at the highest Approval Level required by such districts but no lower than
Level V.

3. Timber harvesting is allowed as a Permitted Use in the Special Use “SU” Zone
District within any area of a property which is designated as Timber Resource
on the General Plan Resource and Constraints Maps, or in any area of a property
that does not have the Timber Resource designation but has been determined to
be consistent with the General Plan, pursuant to Section 13.10.386.

SECTION X

Chapter 13.10 of the County Code is hereby amended by adding Section 13.10.386 to read as
follows:

13.10.386 GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY CRITERIA FOR TIMBER HARVESTING IN
THE SPECIAL USE “SU” ZONE DISTRICT

(a) Timber harvesting may be allowed on properties zoned Special Use “SU” for an
area which is not designated as Timber Resource on the General Plan Resource and
Constraints Map if it is determined that the proposed timber harvesting meets the
following criteria for General Plan consistency:

1) Parcel size is 5 acres or greater (Documentation: Property size calculation).

2) Slopes greater than 70 percent on a property are excluded (Documentation:
A slope map for the property will be required to confirm the extent of the areas
on a property that meet this criteria).

3) Areas within recent and/or active landslides, as defined by County Code
Section 16.10.040 are excluded (Documentation: A map prepared by a registered
geologist or engineering geologist which indicates the areas of the property
affected by or containing recent or active landslides, or a letter from a registered
geologist stating that there are no recent or active landslides on the property).

.
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4) Areas of a property which do not meet the minimum timber stocking
standards of Public Resources Code Section 4561 are excluded (Documentation:
A report from a Registered Professional Forester that documents that the
property or portion of the property meets the minimum timber stocking
standards of Public resources Code Section 4561 and meets the productivity
standard of 15 cubic feet per acre per year).

b) The determination shall be made, based on a review of the documentation
submitted, by the Zoning Administrator (Level V) following a noticed public hearing.

c) The determination of the Zoning Administrator may be appealed in conformance
with the provisions of Section 18.10.330 et seq of the County Code.

SECTION XI

Subsection (h) of Section 16.20.180-  Design Standards for Private Roads, Driveways and Bridges
of the County Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

based on the road gradient: 0 to 10 percent gradient - 6 inches of drain rock; lo- 15
percent gradient - oil and screenings; greater than 15 percent gradient - 1 % inches
asphaltic concrete (EXCEPTION: aggregate base and asphaltic concrete may be
omitted if a structural section of 4 inches of concrete is used).

SECTION XII

Section 16.30.050 of the County Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

16.30.050 Exemptions. The following activities shall be exempt from the provisions of this Chapter.

(a) The continuance of any preexisting nonagricultural use, provided such use has not lapsed
for a period of one year or more. This shall include change of uses which do not significantly
increase the degree of encroachment into or impact on the riparian corridor as determined by
the Planning Director.

(b) The continuance of any preexisting agricultural use, provided such use has been exercised
within the last five years.

(cl) (c) All activities listed in the California Food and Agricultural Code pursuant to the

December 2, 1999 -6-
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control and eradication of a pest as defined in Section 5006, Food and Agriculture Code, as r
required or authorized by the County Agricultural Commissioner.

(e) (d) Drainage, erosion control, or habitat restoration measures required as a condition of
County approval of a permitted project. Plans for such measures shall be reviewed and
approved by the Planning Director.

f4 (e) The Pajaro River Sediment Removal Project, under the Army Corps of Engineers
Permit No. 21212S37, issued May 1995, or as amended.

SECTION XIII

If any section, subsection, division, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any
reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction,
such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The Board of
Supervisors of this County hereby declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance and each
section, subsection, division, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of any such
decision.

SECTION XIV

This Ordinance shall take effect on the 3 lSt day after final passage outside the Coastal Zone, and
shall become effective upon certification by the California Coastal Commission within the Coastal
Zone.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Cruz this
day of 7 19978, by the following vote:

AYES: SUPERVISORS
NOES: SUPERVISORS
ABSENT: SUPERVISORS
ABSTAIN: SUPERVISORS

CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
ATTEST:

Clerk of the Board

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
County Counsel

Copies to: Planning
County Counsel
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