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RE: COUNTY PESTICIDE POLICY

Dear Members of the Board:

As Board members are aware, the County has a long-standing policy
to reduce the amount of toxic materials in the environment. As
part of this commitment, the Decade of the Environment Referendum
adopted by County voters in 1990 establishes a County policy to
'reduce County government use of toxic materials." While the use
of toxic materials, including pesticides and herbicides, by
County departments is not extensive, it does occur. As of this
time, the County does not have a policy or program specifically
geared to reducing and, where possible, eliminating the use of
such chemicals.

In October, 1998, the City of Santa Cruz adopted the attached
Pesticide Use Policy containing the general policy “to eliminate
or reduce pesticide applications on City property to the maximum
extent feasible." It also contains a series of goals for an
Integrated Pest Management Program and a procedure for
implementing such a program. In my view, this policy serves as
an excellent model for a similar policy and program for County
facilities.

In preparation for bringing this policy to the Board, I asked the
County departments that currently utilize pesticides to review it
and provide me with their comments. While their responses did
not oppose the policy, questions were raised concerning potential
costs and implementation procedures.

I believe that the Board should adopt a strong, assertive, and
meaningful policy to reduce and, where possible, eliminate
pesticide use at County facilities.
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Public concern with the environmental and health consequences
associated with these pesticides justifies this approach.
However, I understand that there are potential cost issues
related to the effective implementation of such a policy that
should be considered.

Therefore, I recommend that the Board of Supervisors take the
following actions:

1. Support, in concept, the adoption of a County Pesticide
Policy similar to the one previously adopted by the City
of Santa Cruz.

2. Direct the CA0 to analyze the proposed policy in
coordination with the affected County departments and
interested members of the public and return to the
Board no later than May 2, 2000, with recommendations
for the adoption and implementation of a County
Pesticide Policy.

MARDI WORMHOUDT, Supervisor
Third District

MW:pmp
Attachment

cc: Director, Public Works
Director, POSCS
Director, General Services
Agricultural Commissioner
Pesticide Action Coalition
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POLICY STATEMEiVT

It shall be the policy of the City of Santa Cruz for City departments and City corm-actors
who apply pesticides to City property to eliminate or reduce pesticide applications on City
property to the maximum extent feasible.

The City, in carrying out its operations, shall assume pesticides are potentially hazardous
to human and environmental health. City departments shall give first priority to available non-
pesticide alternatives when considerin,0 the use of pesticides on City property. For all pest
problems on City property, City departments shall follow the procedures outlined in the
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program. Additionally, the City shall develop and implement
a public education program to inform the public about the dangers of toxic chemicals.

GOALS OF THE INTEGRriTED  PEST MIIIiAGEMENT  PROGRAM

The goal of an IPM program is to reduce‘ or eliminate the use of chemicals by the
evaluation and selection of the least disruptive aitemative control strategy for the elimination of
pests and plant diseases. The goal of this policy of the City of Santa Cruz is to eliminate the
application of all Toxicity Category I and Category IT pesticide products by January 2000.
Current levels of pesticide use by the City, including quantities and names, shall be established
by the end of the last fiscal year for which there are data available and therefore the goal of this
policy will be to reduce or eliminate pesticide use over 1996 levels, consistent with the principles
of an Integrated Pest Management program. Priority will be given to eliminating pesticides near
watercourses and riparian areas. An annual report on pesticide use will be presented to the City
council to evaluate progress in acheiving these goals. When the first report comes, Council will
look at the possibility of whether an ordinance is needed.

The principles of an Integrated Pest Management program require a careful evaluation of
the pest control problem and the selection of the least disruptive control stategy by an analysis of
available alternative strategic control options to the application of pesticides. The application of
pesticides will remain an option if alternative control options are not effective..

._

Alternative strategic control options include, but are not limited to, the following:
(1) habitat management (changing the biological environment)
(2) maintenance practices (modifying watering mulching, waster disposal etc.)
(3) physical controls (use of mechanical removal, traps and barriers)
(4) biological controls ( use of natural enemies)
(5) re-design (modifying landscape design)
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DEFINITXONS 0200

W’hene~;er  used in tlhis Polic;;,  the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below.
(a> “.tirimicrobiai  agent” means any substance or mixture of substances intended

^ inhibiting the growth otl or destroying any bacteria. fiungi  pathogenic to man and other anim
or viruses declared :o be pesrs under Food  and Xgx-icuiturai  Code Section 12754.5, except sl
control agents. substances intended for use in or on humans or other animals, and use in or
processed food, beverages or pharmaceuticals. Antimicrobial agents include, but are not lim
to, disinfectants, sanitizers. bacteriostats. sterilizers. fungicides and fungistats  applied
inanimate surfaces, and commodity preservatives and protectants applied to raw material
manufactured products.

(b) “City department” means any department of the City of Santa Cruz and incl~
any pesticide applicator hired by a City department to apply pesticides on City property.
department  does not include any other iocai agency or any federal or state agency, including
not limited to school districts.

(cl “City \Jana.Lrer ’ ::::ans rile City:  Manager of r!le City of Santa Cruz or the
Manager’s designee.

(4 “Contract” means a binding written agreement. including but not limited
contract. lease, permit. license or easement ber,veen  a person. firm. corporation or other .e
including a governmental entity, and the City, Lvhich  grants a right to use or occupy proper
the City for a specified purpose or purposes.

ie) “Contractor” means a person. tirm.  corporation or other entity, includi
govemmental  entity, that enters into a contract :vith  rhe City.

(0 “Integrated pest management” means a decision-making process for man
pests that uses monitorin,(7 to determine pest injury levels and combines biological, cu!
physical, and chemical tools to minimize health. environmental and financial risks. The m
uses extensive knowledge about pests. such as infestation thresholds, Iife his:
environmental requirements and natural enemies to complement and facilitate biologic:
other natural control 0 i’ pests. Ii:e msthoci  uses the ieasr tosic s>.ilttlctic  pesticides only as
resort to controlling pests.

(8) “Pesticide” means pesticide as defined in Section 12753 of the California
and Agricultural Code. This detinition  includes herbicides and fungicides.

U-9 “Toxicity Category I Pesticide Product” means any pesticide product that
United States Environmental Protection Agency criteria for Toxicity Category I under S
156.10 of Part 156 of Titie  40 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(9 “Toxicity Category II Pesticide Product” means any pesticide product that
United States Environmental Protection Agency criteria for Toxicity Category II under :
156.10 of Part 156 of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

6) “Toxicity Category tI1 Pesticide Product” means any pesticide product tha
United States Environmental Protection Xgency criteria for Toxicity Category III under ’
156.10 of Part 156 of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

ik) “IPM consultant ” means an independent consultant hired by the City to :
the implementation of the Pesticide Use Policy.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT  (IPRI) -1
PROGRAM

, 7 1 .

Upon the adoption by the City Council of the City of Santa Crux of the City Pesticide Use
Policy, each City department will be required to submit an IPM Implementation Plan for
approval by the IPM consultant within a year from the date of adoption and on January 31 of
each subsequent calendar year.

All City departments shall implement the Il?M program in the following manner:
(1) Conduct staff training in the following areas:

(a) principles of an Intergrated Pest Management program
(b) toxicology of commonly used pesticides (Category I, II, III)
Cc) general inrroduction to the evaluation of alternative strategic control options
(,d) monitoring protocols for different pest problems, including record keeping
(e) general introduction to identification of plant diseases and common pest problems
(f) procedures for developing site-specific IPM implementation plans

(2) Prepare a Preliminary IPM Implementation Plan which would include the following:
(a) comprehensive and site-specific surveys of the types and quantities of chemicals and
anti-microbial agents currently used
(b) identification of pests and plant diseases commonly encountered
(c) alternative strategic control options adopted to date, including monitoring data
(d) comprehensive and site-specific alternative strategic control options proposed for
adoption in the next fiscal year
(e) an estimate of costs associated with the adoption of the proposed alternative
strategic control options

(3) Retain an expert consultant in Integrated Pest iManagement  to assist the City in the following
ways:

(a) independently evaluate and prepare a written report of all annual IP!vI Implementation
Plans submitted by City departments to insure consistency \vith the City Pesticide Policy
and the practices of accepted IPM procedures, and provide site specific recommendations
for any revisions to such plans.
(b) respond to requests fcr assistance by City staff for pest and plant disease identifcation
and the evaluation of pest control strategies, monitoring procedures and requirements,
and annual report preparation.
(c) evaluate all requests for exemptions and make recommendations to the City Manager
in writing on all exemption requests.
(d) create a public educational information packet for use by all City departments about
the IPM Program and the City’s IPM policy and dissemination to the public.
&) provide City staff with information and advice on all matters related to the
implementation of the Integrated Pest LManagement  program and pesticide use.

(4) City staff shall develop appropriate language for all City contractors requiring comliance with
the City’s Integrated Pest Management program to be included in all applicable City contracts.
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E,XEMPTIONS

Nothing in this Policy is inrended to appiy to pesticide applications rhat are
comply with federal, state. or locai  laws or regulations.

required to

This Policy shall nor: ~?ply  to rhe use or any pesticidz  for :he purpose of improving or
maintaining water quality at water treatment plants. wastewater  trearment  plants. reservoirs and
related collection, distribution and trearmenr facilities, or the treatment of sewage or to the use of
antimicrobial agents for the purpose of protecting public health and safety in the provision of
health care and the treatment of water in public swimming pools.

A City department may request an exemption from the IPM consultant under this Policy,
whose recommendation will be forwarded to the City 1Manager  for action. The City Council shall
be notified of any exemptions granted, and a list of such exemptions shall be included in’an
annual report to Council. If possible. the exemptions will be identified as to whether it is based
on federal or state law, or other mandates.

NOTIFICATION OF PESTICIDES USE

Any Ciry depmment  or contractor that uses Category I, Category II or Category III

pesticide shall comply with the following notification procedures:
(1) Signs shall be posted the day before the application of the pesticide product and

will remain posted at least four days after application of the pesticide;

(2) Posting shall be required only in areas where the public can reasonably be
expected to frequent and as near as practical to the site of application.

(3) Signs shall be posted (i) at every entry point where the pesticide is applied if the
pesticide is applied in an enclosed area. and (ii) in highly visible locations around the perimeter
of the area ivhere  the pesticide is applied if the pesticide is applied in an open area.

i-l) Signs shall be oi 2 standardized design rhat are easily recognizable to the public
and workers.

(5) Signs shall contain the name and active ingredient of the pesticide product, the
target pest, the date of pesticide use, the signal word indicating the toxicity category of the
pesticide product, the date for re-entry, if any is required, to the area treated. and the name and
contact number of the City department responsible for the application.

(6) Posting requirements shall not apply to areas and facilities which are exempt
under this policy, except facilities which are open to the public for recreational purposes.

(7) City departments using baits shall not be required to post notification signs.
However. each City department that uses pesticidal baits shall post a permanent sign at the
facility where the baits are used. The sign shall indicate the type of baits used in the area, the
target pests, the area or areas where the baits are commonly placed, and the contact number of
the City department responsible for the bait applicati,on.

0) Individuals with environmental sensitivity conditions may request from the Parks
and Recreation Department advance written notification of pesticide uses in the City of Santa
cruz.
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