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PLANNING DEPARTMENT C O U N T Y  O F  S A N T A  C R U Z

GOVERNMENTAL  CENTER 701 OCEAN STREET SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA  95060
FAX  (408) 4542131 TDD (408) 4542123 PHONE (408) 454-2580

Agenda Date: August 8,200O

Date: July 27,200O

Board of Supervisors
County of Santa Cruz
701 Ocean Street
Santa Cruz,  CA 95060

Subject: Status of Santa Cruz Biotechnology Coastal Development Permit. Application and
Master Plan Environmental Impact Report

Members of the Board:

On June 6,2000,  at the conclusion of a lengthy public hearing, your Board authorized the
Planning Director to issue an Emergency Coastal Development permit to Santa Cruz
Biotechnology for the purpose of constructing barn roof extensions and other work needed to
address water quality impacts associated with their biomedical livestock operation on Back
Ranch Road. In a letter dated June 29”,  the Planning Director indicated to the applicant that he
would not be issuing Emergency Coastal Development permit, but would schedule a public
hearing before your Board on August 8th for consideration of the Regular Coastal Development
permit application (#OO-0429). A copy of this letter has previously been provided to your Board.

As you know, the Coastal Commission, in a letter dated July 10,2000,  ordered Santa Cruz
Biotechnology to cease operations at the ranch and to remove all goats prior to July 21”’
(Attachment 1). Santa Cruz Biotechnology has complied with this order and has relocated the
goats to an out-of-county location. Planning Department staff visited the ranch on July 2Gh and
observed that the goat herd has been removed. The removal of goats from the property has
obviated the need to continue processing Coastal Development permit #00-0429 and, on July
21s’, Santa Cruz Biotechnology formally withdrew this application (Attachment 2).

Your Board has also directed Planning and Environmental Health Services to report to you on
this date regarding contingency measures which could be implemented on the Santa Cruz
Biotechnology property, should water quality monitoring reveal that fecal coliform levels remain
high. At this juncture, given that the herd has been removed from the property, contingency
measures which assume the presence of goats would appear to be unnecessary. Notwithstanding
the fact that the herd has been removed, Environmental Health Services staff have indicated that
it is their intention to conduct sampling during the winter period in order to assess any residual
effects of the operation on water quality.
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Finally, on June 6th,  your Board directed that we evaluate the culvert located upslope of Coast
Road residences which affects drainage through the neighborhood. Residents expressed concerns
related to fecal coliform contamination in the natural swale which conveys water through the
area. We believe that these health and safety-related concerns have been addressed through the
removal of the goat herd from the upslope  ranch and through implementation of the other
remedial actions, including removal of contaminated soils, ordered by the Coastal Commission.

The Planning Department had also anticipated bringing contracts to your Board on this date for
preparation of the biomedical livestock operation Master Plan EIR. Due to the recent events
related to the Santa Cruz Biotechnology operation discussed above, the applicant has requested
that they be given until August 3 1”’ to review the EIR documents (Attachment 3). We believe that
this is a reasonable proposal and have advised the applicant that their request for a time extension
will be granted. We will advise your Board as to the applicant’s intention regarding preparation
of the project EIR on or before September 1 gth.

It is therefore RECOMMENDED that you accept and file this report regarding various issues
related to Santa Cruz Biotechnology and direct the Planning Department to provide a report on or
before September 19,200O  regarding efforts related to the biomedical livestock Master Plan EIR.

Sincerely,

Alvin D. Jam&
Planning Director

RECOMMENDED:

\ /

Susan A. Mauriello
County Administrative Officer

Attachments: 1. Coastal Commission Letter Dated July 10, 2000
2. Santa Cruz Biotechnology Letter Dated July 2 1,200O (Withdrawal)
3. Santa Cruz Biotechnology Letter Dated July 2 1,200O (EIR Contracts)

cc: John and Brenda Stephenson
Environmental Health Services
County Counsel
SOAL
Paul Bruno, Thelen,  Reid, & Priest
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ertified &&Al (Certified M4 Receipts P 320 675 338 (StepbenSon)
)), and Fax to Attorney Paul Brunq Esq.

July 10,2000

Along both sides of Back Ranch Road &and of its int.erse@iou
with Highway One, approximately four mihs north of the Sa~~ta
Cm2 City’timits In the north c&t area of &&a Cruz County
-(AITs 059-021~08,062~13143,  and 059-0~1-03).

Unpermitted biomedical liiestock operation and ~nthuing ’ ’
unperxnitted dweiopm& activities in support of same (Smta
Cruz Biohchology  Iawrporated).

'.

.
Dar John d Brenda Stephenson & Ralph and Roland Edwards:

The  purpo of this Xetter is to notify you that staff of the California Cbastal  Cok.nGsion  have
confirmed at the above-&e&ced activities on your properries,  which are located in tie coastal

witbout first obttiing  a coastal dcveIopmcnt  permit.  As such, the
‘. a viol&ion  of the Santa Cmz County certified Lxjcal  Coastal Program (LC’P)

tal Act. Oti behalf of the Executive Director of the Commission, you are hereby
immediately  all deveiopmeht activitiw  in the property that require a

O(a) of the Cdiifomia Coastal Act (PubEc  Resources Code @XC!)  313QOO  et seq)
addition to obtaining axly  other ptxmik required  by law, any person wishing to ,

ncicrta.kt  any development in the coastal zone must obtain a coastal deve1oFmez.G ’
coastal permit reqkement  is kkrored by the Santa Crux County LCP which has

Coastal Commission as consistent with and adequate to catty out the .
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Coastal  Act. l$cve~op~nt is broadly defied by PRC Section 30106 and the certified  LCP wd
Use Plan Glv sat-y  of Terms  and Zoning  Code SW&XI  13.20.040) a8 follows:

I=

a

rLDevelop JC mans, on land, in or under water, thepLzcemenr  or erection  of q solid
marerigl r ~tmctu~e; dis&zrge  or disposul of any dredged maMai  or Of a~ gmeoW
liquid, $0

4
d, or thermal G&e; gmding,’  removing, dredging, mining, or extracfiori  of anY

materials
subdivisi

4

change in the density CT fntensity of use of land, including, but not limited  to,
n pursuant  to fhe Subdivision h4ap Act (commencing with Section  6641U Of the

Guvernm nt Code), and any other division of land, including @ splits, except where&f
land div’ ian is bra&t about in cohmcfion witi the purchase  of such i&d by a public

i

’
agency f r publk recreational use; change in the intmsify  of use of water,  or of access
fher’eto; onsttrrcti~n,

h

reconstruction, demolition; or alteration  of the size of atry
including any fi’Iity of any private, public, OF municipal  utility; and the * ’svucture,

removal r harvesting of mafor  vegetation other than for agritilitsral  purposes,  5 k%&  .
harvestin , and timber operations which are in uxordance with a titiber  harvesting @Iti
submitit? ’ pursuant to $he provisions qf the Z’berg-Nejedly  Forest  Pructice  Act of 1973
(cornmen“t

I
ing with Section  4.51.l].

.
.A$ used n this kc&n; “structure” includes, but is not lltnited SO, any building, toad,
pipe, flu

.$

e, conduit, sz’phon,  uquedukt,  telephone line, uncf  eleqftical  power transmission
and distr’bution line.

. .
The biom cal Uvestock  operation currently located on Santa Cruz County Assessor Parcel,
Numbers 059-021-08,  062-151-03, axed  059-021-03  began operation in 1996. The initial
establishme 1t and subsequent expansion  of the subject use on the site has changed the intensity
Of use Of th land,
COxls~C~on  of numerous stru&res. As such, the subject biomedical livestock opera@on .

%

changed the inltensity  of use of water and aimss thereto, and resulted in the

constitutes ” evelopment”  and thcrcfcm  riqui.res  a coastal development permit. .

The county  -determind in 1996 that the certified LCP did not allow for the subject biomedical
live&o& oJratidn.  When’ subsequently  -asked by the County for advice,  the Executive D&ector
of the Co

+‘s&n determined in 1996 that.thc certif%d  LCP’s coastal permit exclusion for
Cerkn Q~s of agriculturaily  related deuelop~~~~?ti (County Code Se&on 13.20.073) dir$  not
apply to the bubject  biomedical  livestock use and dewhpment  in support of mm.

In June 19/J& the Cotnmission  cetied amendments ‘to the Count$s LCP to allow such *
operations as a cond3ional,  dtscretio~ary  use ‘bn  agricu~brally  zoned

suant  to County Code Section  13.10.647,  establishment of such a use @quirks
petit  and a coastal p&t-approved ma&x plan. This master plan shall,

things, defme  the appr@iate  iareas@ and locations of the use and ,otber associated
developmedt  in light of the identified constraints and relevant LA2 policies, including but not
limited to t&se protecting coastal water quality,  riparian resources, coastal access and the public
viewshed.  ( . #

.
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it, the subject biomedical livestock operation has intensifxed  from a
n biomedical goats in 1996 to approximately 1,680 goats today. This facility IsaS

fiegative  impacts on coaxial  reso&es.  In addition to signifxant  degradation of
iamb  corridors,  as evidenced from aerial photo documentation we have reviewed to

resources, runoff contaminated with  goat feces and tix&e has led to

tabli~hmtmt  of the operation and its intensifititio~ have been without benef’it .
hen&W of a coastal, permit-kpproved master pian as

&ctivhy  performed without a .
of the permitting requirements of both

CP and the Coasta), Act. . .
2000, ;pursuapt  to PRC Sections 30809  id 30810, the Deputy  Director of the

initiate4mmediate  enfoxement  action to
violation occurring on your  properties. The Deputy Dixector  indicated that,

County declines to act or does not take action in a timely
assert Coastal Act enforcement

was sent a copy of this letter request.
rec@rements  applicable to the subject

se. As a result, the Execu&~e  Direct~x of the Commission is asserting enfbrcemcnt
matter and is prepared to issue a cease and desist  order to discontinue  the

rmiti use of the site.

order to maintain colnplisnce with LCP reqniresnenta,  you are hereby
ehaIf of the ISxecntive  IMrector  ti fmmediakly tiop ail work on the property

a ‘coastal  development permit. To comply with tMs directive, you must t&e
actions on or before July 21,200o:

the biomedkal Iive~tock  opkffon at this location. This inches
from the propexties:  (a) aI1 goats; (b) all manure;  and (c) all matefiais

feces and/or mine (e.g., hay, soils,  absorbent substances, etc.). All
put in place to support ,the unpermitted USC may remain on the site pending ’

ultimate disposition of this matter &oug.h the ‘LCP-required  master plan and coastal

. .-.
’ According t tha mOst  recent  data from the Santa Ckuz  County Department of Health  Services, runoff from tie

been documented to have levels of fecal coliform badteria ranging from 2,800 to 30,380
MpN/lOOml  well above the applicable body-contact stkdtid  of 400 MPN/lOOml,  and well above the levels
feud cmo ently  by the County in other nearby waterwryr. This in corrobbtated  by even higber  fecal coljfom
levels, up to 0,000 MpN/1OOmi,  documented by the Central Coast Regional  Water Qudity Control Board during

.I998 and 19 9. This polluted moff has bacn found in groundwater, wU~cour~es, and flowing though rcsidcntkl
yards and

7

the ocean K, the detriment of ;sdjacent  residents, downstrtatn  beachHoers and aurfcrs,  as well aa
animal md shery habitat in and along  the.wattrcourses  hcrz.

1 . .
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a Stephrnson  & Ralph and.Roland  Edwards

for each day in which the violation persists.

*

k inj+nctive  reJief  qnd atl award of civil fines iq response to any violation of the

an be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $1,000 nor more than $15$00 for

ubject unpermitti  biomedical livestock ope@ion must cease i&diately.  We
a short petiod  of time is necesssary  to move  the animals and animal waste dff tha

have until July 21, 2000 to discontinue the subject biomedical livestock
s location as described above. Please note that q~ coastal development permit is .

the animals and th& waste provide4  they are not relocated to a site in the

and.desist  order he will sim~+neously  schedute  a hearing for the Commission to
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Thank you fc

Sincerely,

Taxx5  Grove
Deputy Direr
Califomia Cl

cc Atvinhws,
Samuel Tom
Paul Bruno,
Amy Roach,

831-4274877 C&IF COASTAL COMM AJTACHMENt 1

Stephenson & Ralph and Roland  Edwarda
0263.

. . .

me or Dan Carl of my staff at the address and phona number  above  by July 14,
us your response to this notice.

four hticipated  cooperti~%

Q

B

stal Carrrmition

reaor, iama Cm County I%.ning  D-t
Bsq., County Counsel, Santa Cruz County
I., Attomy fur $mta  Cm Eliotcchnolooy  pnd  Mph EdwW
tin&  chief,  California Cm8t4  Commirsion  !3fOrccmrmt  Pmgram
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July 21, 2000

Mr. Ken Hart
Principal Planner
Santa Cruz County Planning Department
701 Ocean Street, Room 400
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 Via hand delivery

RE: WITHDRAWAL OF EMERGENCY COASTAL ZONE PERMIT
APPLICATION NO. 00-0429

Dear Mr. Hart:

=x?.

As a result of recent actions taken by Coastal Commission staff, at this time Santa Cruz
Biotechnology, Inc. (SCB) hereby withdraws emergency coastal zone permit application
no. 00-0429. We appreciate all of the hard work you and your colleagues have given
towards this project. At your convenience, please initiate a refund all remaining at-cost
permit fees.

If you have any questions, I may be reached at 457-3800.

Matt Mullin

cc: Alvin James, Planning Director
Tami Grove, Deputy Director, Coastal Commission
Paul Bruno, Thelen Reid & Priest

2161 Delaware Avenue
Santa Cruz, California 95060

' 408.457.3800

32 v 800.457.3801 Fax 408.457.3801



Santa Cruz BiotecP-~~ogy,lnc. A?TACtiMEKT 3

0265 - -
July 2 1, 2000

Mr. Alvin D. James
Planning Director
Santa Cruz County Planning Department
701 Ocean Street, Room 400
Santa Cruz, CA 95960 Via hand delivery

Subject: EIR Contracts for Application 98-0647

Dear Mr. James:

by Kim Tschantz dated July 14,200O  wherein he transmitted
-IX Biotechnology, Inc. (SCB). Mr. Tschantz requested the EIR

.. 1. contracts to be returned to him by July 25,200O.

We are in receipt of a letter
EIR documents to Santa Cr

In view of the recent Coastal Commission directives for SCB to cease its existing
biomedical agricultural use of the property, we respectfully request an extension from July
2.5, 2000 to August 31,200O to review the EIR documents. As you might imagine,
considerable attention and resources have been diverted towards achieving compliance with
the rigorous demands and deadline issued by the Coastal Commission. SCB’s compliance
with said directives has been disruptive to every aspect of its business and additional time
to review the EIR documents would be appreciated.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Man Mullin

cc: David Lee, Assistant Planning Director
Kim Tschantz, Environmental Planner
Jackie Young, Development Review Planner
Paul Bruno, Thelen Reid & Priest


