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OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL 

701 OCEAN STREET, SUITE 606, SANTA CRUZ. CA 96060.4068 
(831) 464-2040 FAX: (831) 464-2116 

Assistants 
SAMUEL TORRES, JR., COUNTY COUNSEL 
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RAHN GARCIA 
DANA McRAE 

Deborah Steen Kim Baskett 
Harry A. Oberhelman 111 Julia Hill 
Marie Costa Shannon Sullivan 
Jane M. Scott Sharon CareyStronck 
Tamyra Rice Dwight L. Herr 
Pamela Fyfe 

GOVERNMENT TORT CLAIM 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Agenda-0 1 

To: Board of Supervisors 

Re: Claim o f 1  NO 1 n3-034, Am& 

Original document and associated materials are on file at the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors. 

In regard to the above-referenced claim, this is to recommend that the Board take the following action: 

a?-* * Reject the claim of --074 A- and refer to County 
Counsel. 

and refer to County Counsel. 

and refer to County Counsel. 

2. Deny the application to file a late claim on behalf of 

3. Grant the application to file a late claim on behalf of 

4. Approve the claim of in the amount of 

5.  Reject the claim of as insufficiently filed 
and reject the balance, if any, and refer to County Counsel. 

and refer to County Counsel. . .  

cc: Mark Tracy, Sheriff-Coroner 
RISK MANAGEMENT 

BY 
Janet McKinley, A R M ,  Risk 
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0033  

P.O. Box 461 
Moss Landing 

CA 95039 

September 8,2001 
Janet McKinley 
Risk Manager 
County of Saata Cruz 
701 Ocean Street, Suite 310 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060-4073 

Dear Janet McKinley: 

I am responding to your letter of September 4,2001. As per your request I am 
including additional information in this letter - along with an amended claim - 
although not enough space is provided in the claim form to provide all of the names 
of the 27 Santa Cruz police officers and sheriff deputies who were involved in the 
March 15,2001 incident at my home. Most important are the names of the Santa 
Cruz County Sheriff's SWAT Team deputies whose names appear on the list I 
included with my original claim. These sheriff deputies are the members of the 
SWAT team who inflicted my personal injuries and destroyed or damaged my 
personal property and home when they broke into my home located at 412 West 
Cliff Drive in Santa Cruz on the morning of March 15,2001, 

Here are the specific charges I made against the Santa Cruz County Sheriff's 
SWAT Team which included members: Charles Weaver, James Skillicorn, Robert 
Pursley, James Thurber, Frank Gombos, Jeremy Verinsky, Steve Carney, Ray 
Hernandez, Gary McConnell, Gregory Lansdowne, Tom Gilbertson, Pat Dimick, 
Joe Clark, Jerry Ueblacker, William G a m  and Marty Eryavec. Members of this 
SWAT team entered my bedroom and threw me violentIy from my bed onto the 
floor after I explained that I was suffering from cancer pain and bleeding. The 
photos I included with my claim which were taken by the SWAT team and/or police 
officerdinvestigators clearly show the serious extent of the injuries I suffered a t  the 
hands of the SWAT team. I believe that an official SWAT or police videotape was 
also made at that time (which you should be able to obtain). 

Sincerely, 

+k A ustin De Mello 

CC: Santa Cruz County Clerk, William Weigel, Attorney, and the South Valley 
Law Group 


