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Countv of Santa Cruz 

May 24,2002 

HUMAN RESOURCES AGENCY 
Cecilia Espinola, Director 

1000 Emeline Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(831) 454-4130 or 454-4045 FAX: (831) 454-4642 

AGENDA: June 1 1,2002 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
County of Santa Cruz 
701 Ocean Street 
Santa Cruz. CA. 95060 

APPROVE REGULATION CHANGES TO THE GENERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

Dear Members of the Board: 

As you know, General Assistance (GA) is a state mandated, 100% County-fimded program that 
provides cash assistance to eligible disabled or unemployed single adult county residents who are 
ineligible for other aid programs. Each year the GA program regulations are reviewed for compliance 
with state law under the Welfare and Institutions Code 17000. Regulations are revised based on 
regulatory or administrative changes. The purpose of this letter is to have your Board approve 
recommended changes to the General Assistance program regulations effective July 1,2002. 

This year, there are only minor GA regulations changes proposed. Minor wording changes are 
included such as replacing “AFDC” with “CalWORKs” and “Alien” with “Non-citizen”. In addition, 
there is an increase in time allowed for the GA client to report changes in income or other 
circumstances that may affect eligibility. Ths increase, kom 5 to 10 days, is consistent with the Food 
Stamp program. The majority of GA recipients are also Food Stamp recipients. As legally mandated 
and per previous Board resolution, the proposed GA budget for FY 02/03 reflects the most recent 
CalWORKs cost of living increase of 5.31%. These changes have been reviewed and approved by the 
Human Services Commission and California Rural Legal Assistance. A summary  of the changes is 
attached. 

IT IS THEREFORE RECOMMENDED that your Board approve recommended changes to the 
General Assistance program regulations effective July 1,2002. 

Very truly yours, 

&(IJ&-(-& &y-&$& 
CECTLIA ESPINOLA 
Human Resources Agency Director 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 2 
Agenda: June 11,2002 
APPROVE REGULATION CHANGES TO THE GENERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

CE\SG\RB n:\board letters\02-03\benefits\GA\regulation changes 

RECOMMENDED: 

I 1 -  

SUSAN A. &&RIELLO 
County Administrative Officer 

CC: County Administrative Office 
California Rural Legal Assistance 
Human Services Commission 
HRA Fiscal 

87 N:\Board-Letters\F/_O2-03\Benefit Services\GA\GA Brd Ltr 6-02.doc 
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