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1. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS - The Board wi 11 rece i ve  Oral 
Communications. Any person may address t h e  Board du r ing  i t s  
Oral Communications p e r i  od. Presentat ions must n o t  exceed 
t h r e e  minutes, must be d i r e c t e d  t o  an i t em not l i s t e d  on 
today ’ s  Agenda, and must be w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  
Board. Board members wi 11 no t  t ake  a c t i o n  o r  respond 
immediately t o  any Oral Communications presented, b u t  may 
choose t o  f o l l o w  up a t  a l a t e r  t ime ,  e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  o r  
on a subsequent D i s t r i c t  Agenda. 

1 . 1  AS THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY FLOOD 
CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT, ZONE 7 ,  approve t h e  
Pajaro R iver  and Salsipuedes and Corra l  i t o s  Creeks 
Management and Restora t ion  Plan,  as descr ibed under 
a l t e r n a t i v e  No. 6 o f  t h e  Environmental Impact Report and 
take  re1 ated ac t ions  



COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ 

Inter-Office Correspondence 

DATE: June 19, 2002 

TO : Each Member of the Board of Directors of the Santa Cruz 
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District - 
Zone 7 

FROM: Chairman Tony Campos 

RE : SPECIAL MEETING 

As Chairman of the Board of Directors of Zone 7, and in 
accordance with the rules and regulations for the operation of 
the Board of Directors, I am calling a special meeting of the 
Zone 7 Board on June 25, 2002, at 9:00 a.m. or thereafter in the 
Board of Supervisors Chambers, for the sole purpose of gaining 
your approval of the Pajaro River and Salsipuedes and Corralitos 
Creeks Management and Restoration Plan, following the decision on 
June 18, 2002, by the Board of Supervisors not to take 
jurisdiction on the two recent appeals of the Interim Maintenance 
Plan permits. A letter of explanation is attached. Thank you 
for your cooperation. 

TC: ted I 
Attachment 

cc: Public Works 

3151A4 



County of Santa Cruz 
FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT - ZONE 7 

701 OCEAN STREET, ROOM 410, SANTA CRUZ, CA 950604070 
(831) 454-2160 FAX (831) 454-2385 TDD (831) 454-2123 

THOMAS L. BOLICH 
DISTRICT ENGINEER 

AGENDA: JUNE 25,2002 

June 19,2002 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS-ZONE 7 
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 
AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
701 Ocean Street 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

SUBJECT: PAJARO RIVER MANAGEMENT AND RESTORATION PLAN 

Members of the Board: 

At the September 16, 1997, meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Cruz 
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, Zone 7, your Board initially approved the 
preferred restoration plan for the Pajaro River (Alternative 2) and directed staff to apply for the 
necessary permits and proceed with the environmental impact report (EIR). Your Board then 
certified the EIR for the Pajaro River Management and Restoration Plan at your meeting on April 
9,2002, based on Mitigated Alternative 6 of the Plan (see attached summary from the EIR). At 
their June 18,2002 meeting, the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to 
decline to take jurisdiction of the appeals submitted by the Monterey County Water Resources 
Agency or the Santa Cruz Group of the Sierra Club regarding the Planning Commission's approval 
of application number 97-0770, to establish an interim maintenance program for the Pajaro River 
and Salsipuedes and Corralitos Creeks, based on the fact that the appellants did not establish 
sufficient grounds for the Board to take jurisdiction for further review. 

As a result, I have called this special meeting of the Zone 7 Board of Directors for 
June 25,2002, to be held at 9 a.m. in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 701 Ocean Street, Santa 
Cruz, California to allow our Board to formally approve the Plan so staff can now proceed, once 
they have obtained the necessary permits, to implement the interim maintenance program and 
complete the necessary maintenance along the Pajaro River and its tributaries this summer. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS, ZONE 7 
Page -2- 

I therefore recommend that the Zone 7 Board of Directors approve the Pajaro River 
and Salsipuedes and Corralitos Creeks Management and Restoration Plan, as described under 
Alternative 6 of the Environmental Impact Report. 

Yours truly, 

TLB:ma 
Zone 7 Bo d of Dirkctors t 

Attachments 

RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL: 

CounTfr Administrative Officer 

Copy to: Zone 7 Board of Directors 
Carlos J. Palacios, Manager, City of Watsonville 
Public Works Department 

3 
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Table 3.8-1. Pajaro River Management and Restoration Plan Project AltemuWes 

ITEM 

MANAGEMENT AND 
MAINTENANCE 

Levee resurfacing 

Bank stabilization and 
erosion control 

. .  

Managingvegetation and 
sediment on the channel 
bottom, banks, benches . 
and levees. 

ALTERNATIVE 1 
( PREUM~ PW) 

Levee resurfacing on an as- 
needed basis along selected 
portions of the levees that 
contain low spots, upstream 
of Highway 1 
Bank stabilization and 
erosion control at Priority 2 
and 3 sites where specific 
conditions are present 

Removal of fallen 
trees and debris jams 
from the Pajaro River- 
and Salsipuedes and 
Corralitos Creeks. 
Manual removal of 
woody vegetation 
greater than 3” dbh 
from the Pajaro River 
Low Flow Channel 5’ 
Foot Vegetation 
Buffer. 
Manual and lor 
mechanical removal of 
woody vegetation 
from the Pajaro River 
Channel Bottom 
(excluding the Low 
Flow Channel 
Vegetation Buffer). 
Manual removal of 
woody vegetation 
from the Salsipuedes 
Creek Channel Bottom 
(leaving emergent 
vegetation). 
Control andlor 
removal of vegetation 

February, 2002 

Pajaro River and Salsipuedes and Corralitos Creeks 
Management and Restoration Plan 

ALTERNATIVE 2: 
OR I & PROPOSED 

PROJECT 
@-I b-47) 

Levee resurfacing on an as- 
needed basis along selected 
portions of the levees that 
contain low spots, upstream 
of Highway 1 
Bank stabilization and 
erosion control at Priority 2 
and 3 sites where specific 
conditions are present 

Removal of fallen 
trees and debris jams 
from the Pajaro River 
and Salsipuedes and 
Corralitos Creeks. 
Manual removal of 
woody vegetation 
greater than 3’’ dbh 
from the Pajaro River 
Low Flow Channel 5’ 
Foot Vegetation 
Buffer. 
Manual and lor 
mechanical removal of 
woody vegetation 
from the Pajaro River 
Channel Bottom 
(excluding the Low 
Flow Channel 
Vegetation Buffer). 
Manual removal of 
woody vegetation 
from the Salsipuedes 
Creek Channel Bottom 
(leaving emergent 
vegetation). 
Control and/or 
removal of vegetation - 

Harding ESE 

ALTERNATIVE 6: 
’32- MITIGATED 

ALTERNATIVE 
CSEiECTED ACT,] 
(4- 9- 02) 

Levee resurfacing on an 2s- 
needed basis along selected 
portions of the levees that 
contain low spots, upstream 
of Highway 1 
Bank stabilization and 
erosion control at Priority 2 
and 3 sites where specific 
conditions are present 

Removal of fallen 
trees and debris jams 
from the Pajaro Rher 
and Salsipuedes and 
Corralitos Creeks. 
Manual removal of 
woody vegetation 
greater than 3” dbh 
from the Pajaro River 
Low Flow Channel 5’ 
Foot Vegetation 
Buffer. 
Manual and /or 
mechanical removal of 
woody vegetation 
from the Pajaro River 
Channel Bottom 
(excluding the Low 
Flow Channel 
Vegetation Buffer). 
Manual removal of 
woody vegetation 
from the Salsipuedes 
Creek Channel Bottom 
(leaving emergent 
vegetation). 
Control and/or 
removal of vegetation 



ALTERNATIVE 2: ALTERNATIVE 6: 
URI G, PROPOSED SEm MITIGATED ITEM 

Re-vegetation (applies to 
Santa Cruz side of the 
Pajaro  River between 
Highway 1 and Murphy’s 
Crossing). See Table 2.3-3 
for details of the re- 
vegetation program. 

February, 2002 

ALTERNATIVE 1 

I 

0 

0 

on the Upper Channel 
Bank or benches of the 
Pajaro River. 
Control of vegetation 
on the levee slopes and 
benches by mowing 
and with herbicides on 
the Pajaro River and 
Salsipuedes Creek. 
Periodic mechanical 
removal of 
accumulated sediment 
(sandbars) on the 
channel bottom of the 
Pajaro .R,iver (between 
3500 ft downstream 
and 500 Ti upstream of 
Salsipuedes 
confluence) and 
Salsipuedes Creek 
every 4-5 years at a 
single location. 
Overhead mechanical 
removal of 
accumulated sediment 
and debris from flap 
gate channels on the 
Pajaro River and 
Salsipuedes Creek. 
5’  wide band of 
riparian vegetation 
adjacent to each side 
of the low flow 
channel 
Minimum 10’ wide 
band of riparian 
vegetation along Santa 
Cruz County lower 
channel bank 
Meandering plantings 
of riparian trees at 40’ 
centers, planted alone 

Pajaro River and Salsipuedes and Corralitos Creeks 
Management and Restoration Plan 

PROJECT II ( I P 97) (2002) /I ALTERNATIVE 

I- 
on the Upper Channel on the Upper Channel 
Bank or benches of the Bank or benches of the 
Pajaro River. Pajaro River. 

on the levee slopes and on the levee slopes and 
benches by mowing benches by mowing 
and wirh herbicides on and with herbicides on 
the Pajaro River and the Pajaro River and 
Salsipuedes Creek. Salsipuedes Creek. 

0 Periodic mechanical Periodic mechanical 
removal of removal of 
accumulated sediment accumulated sediment 
(sandbars) on the (sandbars) on the 
channel bottom of the channel bottom of the 
Pajaro River (between Pajaro River (between 
3500 ft downstream 3500 ft downstream 

: and 500 ft upstream of and 500 ft upstream -of 
Salsipuedes Salsipuedes 
confluence) and confluence) and 
Salsipuedes Creek Salsipuedes Creek 
every 4-5 years at a every 4-5 years at a 
single location. single location. 
Overhead mechanical Overhead mechanical 
removal of removal of accumulated 
accumulated sediment sediment and debris 
and debris from flap from flap gate channels 
gate channels on the on the Pajaro River and 
Pajaro River and Salsipuedes Creek. 
Salsipuedes Creek. 
5’ wide band of 5’ wide band of riparian 
riparian vegetation vegetation adjacent to 
adjacent to each side of each side of the low 
the low flow channel flow channel 
Riparian vegetation Riparian vegetation 
from toe of channel from toe of channel 
bank to 8 feet below bank to 8 feet below top 
the top of bank of bank 

0 Meandering plantings Meandering plantings 
of riparian trees at 40’ of riparian trees at 40’ 
centers, planted along centers, planted along 
the inner channel the inner channel bench 

0 Control of vegetation Control of vegetation 

bench. 
Harding ESE 



T 

ALTERNATIVE 1 

(PREUM') 

the inner channel 
bench. 

Note: these three items 
meet the special conditions 
of the USCOE 404 permit 
for sandbar removal. 

Riparian area revegetated 

IMPACTS: The relative 
weight (1-5) of the impact 
is given for each 
alternative. 
1= least impact 
S=greatest impact 

9 acres at bank 

1= least impact 
5=greatest impact 

Water quality and 
hydrology I 
Establishment of vegetation 
in channel bottom and on 
banks and bank protection 
measures will reduce 
hydraulic capacity. 

2 

1 Geology and soils I 
Levee resurfacing and 
maintenance may cause 
erosion and in-stream 
sedimentation 

Bank stabilization on Santa 
Cruz Co. side may increase 
erosion and bank movement 
on Monterey Co side or 
other areas up or 
downstream of the 
improvement. 

February, 2002 

3 

3 

Pajaro River and Salsipuedes and Corralitos Creeks 
Management and Restoration Plan 

ALTERNATIVE 2 
6RIG. PROPOSED 

PROJECT 
( 1  997) 

21 acres at bank 

1= least impact 
5=greatest impact 

2 

3 

3 

Harding ESE 

ALTERNATIVE 6: 
: E L ~ M I T I G A T E ?  

ALTERNATIVE 
c Z c w  

!I acres at bank 

r'he mitigation measure(s) 
wociated with each impact 
ue given following the 
*elative weight of that 
Impact for this alternative 
:Mitigated Alternative) 

2 
Install bank protection only 
where it will not decrease 
hydraulic capacity and 
erosion is substantial as to 
threaten levee 

2 
Implement erosion control 
plan to reduce sediment 

- 

Apply grass seed and mulch 
immediately after 
maintenance activities 

2 



ALTERNATIVE 2: 
O R G  PROPOSED 

PROJECT 
( l Q Q 7 )  

ALTERNATIVE 6: 
ITEM ALTERNATIVE 1 

(PReLlr\l*) 

S W  MITIGATED 
ALTERNATIVE 

Iz 002) 

4 3 Re-vegetation of banks will 
reduce bank erosion. 
Sediment deposition in the 
Salsipuedes Creek 
confluence area may reduce 
hydraulic capacity. 

3 

2 
Reduced sandbar removal 1 1 

Biological resources 
Removal of fallen and 
leaning trees would 
decrease shade cover, 
escape cover and pool 
formation for steelhead and 
tidewater goby, decrease 
estivation habitat for red- 
legged frogs and basking 
sites for pond turtles. 

2 
Place three-foot boulders, 
log sections or other 
structures in channel to 
replace woody debris 
removed 

4 4 

Clarification of a leaning 
tree that can be removed 

2 
Monitor low flow channel 
vegetation buffer and water 
temperature and re-establish 
vegetation, if necessary 

Vegetation removal from 
channel bottom will affect 
low flow channel and 
reduce shading impacting 
steelhead. These activities 
in ponded areas may 
directly impact red-legged 
frogs. 

Establishment of riparian 
vegetation on banks would 
benefit steelhead and birds. 

4 4 

Avoid vegetation and 
sandbar removal in ponded 
areas of creeks to avoid 
impact to red-legged frogs 

Monitor the effect of re- 
vegetation to birds 

1 
4 3 

2 
Conduct sandbar removal at 
end of summer while 
minimizing in-stream 
sedimentation, maintaining 
Lhe low flow channel and 
reconstructing the channel 
following activities, if 
Iecessary 

In-channel removal of 
accumulated sediment 
(sandbars) may adversely 
impact steelhead, red-legged 
frog and pond turtle as well 
as snowy plover at the river 
mouth. 

3 3 

4void impacts to breeding 
snowy plovers during 

Harding ESE February, 2002 

Pajaro River and Salsipuedes and Corralitos Creeks 
Management and Restoration Plan 

I b  ' 



ITEM 

Removal of vegetation on 
levee slopes and benches 
would impact nesting birds. 

Bank protection measures 
will reduce potential nesting 
habitat for swallows. 

Herbicide use to control 
vegetation may adversely 
impact in-stream wildlife. 

Rodent control may directly 
or indirectly impact red- 
legged frogs. 

Air quality 
Levee maintenance, bank 
protection measures and 
vegetation management 
activities would generate 
dust and vehicle exhaust 
emissions. 
Noise 

Equipment used for 
maintenance activities 
would generate noise. 

Visual resources 

Management activities may 
impact scenic quality. 

February, 2002 

ALTERNATIVE 1 
( P R I S U M ~ I  

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

Pajaro River and Salsipuedes and Corralitos Creeks 
Management and Restoration Plan 

ALTERNATIVE 2: 
OR LG, PROPOSED 

PROJECT 
[I 997) 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

Harding ESE 

ALTERNATIVE 6: 
SELGCTQ MITIGATED 

ALTERNATIVE 
Cz002) 

sandbar removal at mouth 
of Pajaro 

Wait until July for 
vegetation removal, 
including herbicide 
application, along creeks 

Limit bank stabilization 
measures to areas that 
severely threaten levee 
system 

2 

2 

Survey eroded banks slated 
for repair work for the 
presence of swallows 

2 
Reduce herbicide use 

2 
Control rodents only where 
they severely threaten 
integrity of levee 

2 
Limit maintenance activities 
to those that will not exceed 
regulatory thresholds of dust 
emissions. 

2 
Limit equipment operation 
to the hours of 8am to 5pm 
weekdays and outfit 
equipment with mufflers in 
good working condition. 

2 
See mitigation measures 
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