
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COMMISSION 

 
MINUTES 

 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2009, 5:30 P.M. 

SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMUNITY ROOM 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 15 voting members present, Quorum met. 
Alisha Favorite  Irwin Joseph 
Bob Lee   Kristin Long 
Dee O'Brien   Laura Garnette 
Heidi Simonson  Laura Segura  
Jamie Gauthier  Luanne Hult  
Jo Ann Allen   Martina O'Sullivan 
Jo Anna Goodman   Sherra Clinton 
Jodi Harvey  
 
COMMISSIONERS EXCUSED: 
Candace Atkins  Larry Biggam 
Charles Molnar   Steve Robbins 
 
COMMISSIONERS UNEXCUSED:  
Bob Campbell   Kathi Loughlin  
Edna Williams   Sherri Stout-Torres 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Angie Garcia    Laura Kirby 
Barbara Rice   R. Bach (illegible signature) 
Kimberly Lacrosse  Zach Schwarzbach 
 
1. Call to Order. 

Chair Allen called meeting to order at 5:49 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call: Introduction of Members. 

Each Commissioner introduced him/herself.  
 

3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda. 
Commissioner Lee asks to add 2009 Legislations as item B under new business. 
Commissioner Simonson motions to approve the addition to the agenda, 
Commissioner Long seconds the motion, motion passes by unanimous vote. 
 



4. Approval of September, October and November Minutes. 
Commissioner Lee motions to approve September minutes, Commissioner Segura 
seconds the motion, motion passes by unanimous vote. 
Commissioner Simonson motions to approve October minutes, Commissioner 
Long seconds the motion, motion passes by unanimous vote. 
Commissioner Simonson motions to approve November minutes, Commissioner 
Long seconds the motion, motion passes by unanimous vote. 
 

5. Oral Communications from the Community. 
Letter from Patricia Ramon~ Commissioner Garnette informs us that Barbara Lee 
from the Probation Department met with the Director of the program in question 
and we can expect changes in the protocol to come soon. 

 
 
6. Old Business. 

A. Approval of LE-DV guidelines: Vote- Commissioner Simonson motions to 
approve the LE-DV guidelines, Commissioner O'Sullivan seconds the 
motion, motion passes unanimously.  

B. Executive Committee report- follow-up on commission 
recommendations from September/ October meeting- The Executive 
Committee's recommendation is to submit the first draft of the bylaws as last 
reviewed to the Board of Supervisors. Commissioner Lee motions to submit 
new bylaws to the Board of Supervisors, Commissioner Irwin seconds the 
motion, and the motion passed with one opposition from commissioner 
Segura. 

C. Follow up from April Retreat: Vote-  
i. Approve establishment of task forces- Should the report to the 

community committee be changed to a task force? Rahn Garcia 
informed us that it needs to be a sub-committee not a task force, 
subject to the Brown Act.  
1.  DV Survivors- Commissioner Simonson motions to approve the 

establishment of the DV Survivors Task Force, Commissioner 
Goodman seconds the motion, motion passes unanimously. 

2. Death Review- Tabled, need further discussion. 
3. Other- none 

D. Commissioner assignments to committees and taskforces- all members 
must participate on at least one, as per bylaws- Set as New Business in 
February agenda. 

7. New Business. 
A. Re-approve bylaws to take to the Board of Supervisors- See 6B 
B. 2009 Legislatures (see website for details) 
CV1946.7 
CP 1219 
GC 6103.3 
GC 13957 



PC 653.2 
PC 653m 
PC 1463.27 (set as new business for February agenda) 

 
8. Task Forces and Committees 

A. Executive Committee Report- See 6B 
B. Report to the Community-    Commission recommended not to publish the 

report (put on hold) but encouraged to continue collecting the data. 
Feedback is needed on what to do with the data. The commissioners 
propose to put together a one-page fact sheet with key information 
regarding domestic violence. The data could be collected by your agency 
and then presented to the commission, it does not need to done on website. 
Commissioner Joseph recommends that the report be driven by resources 
instead of by numbers. He also proposed that each group report to the 
commission in April.  

C. DV Survivors Task Force – The  group is happy with the questions and 
data they have received . Commissioner Favorite will survey 50 people and 
report the results back to the commission. She will also have a number score 
for each question about how well they were assisted. The task force created a 
Yahoo group for the survivors , there will be a moderator each week 
checking the information. 

9. Announcements from Commissioners. 
Commissioner Segura informs us that the Santa Cruz office for Defensa de 
Mujeres is closed temporarily. Everyone is in Watsonville but they continue 
to serve the Santa Cruz area.  
Commissioner Harvey announces that Simply Tour Best will be having a 
training on substance abuse. The training will be on Saturday, February 7, 
2009 from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM 

10. Adjournment. 
The Meeting was adjourned at 6:56 p.m.  





New and Amended Legislative Laws Involving Domestic Violence 
 


 
CV  1946.7  Permits a tenant who is the victim of domestic violence, sexual  
(New)   assault or stalking, or a tenant who is the household member of 
(Ch. 440) (AB 2052) such a victim, to terminate a residential lease, so that the tenant can 
(Effective 9/27/08) more easily move away from an abuser without fear of incurring  


full charges for early termination of a lease. The notice to  
terminate the tenancy must be in writing and must have attached to 
it a copy of a temporary restraining order or emergency protective 
order, or the written police report the victim filed alleging 
domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking. Provides that the 
victim is responsible for paying rent for 30 days following the 
giving of this notice. 


 
CCP 1161  Eliminates the discretion of the court to imprison or confine a  
(Amended)   victim of domestic violence who has been found in contempt for  
(Ch. 49) (SB 1356)  refusing to testify. Previously, when a victim of domestic violence  
(Effective 1/1/09)  refused to testify, the court had the authority to order 72 hours of 


community service work or 72 hours of attendance at a domestic 
violence program for the first refusal to testify, and incarceration 
for a second or subsequent refusal to testify in the same case. Now, 
domestic violence victims are treated the same as sexual assault 
victims who refuse to testify: upon a finding of contempt for 
refusing to testify, no incarceration is permitted. 


 
GC 6103.3 Authorizes a sheriff or marshal who serves a harassment,  
(New)  workplace violence, domestic violence, or elder abuse restraining 
(Ch. 153) (AB 2068) order to notify the protected person by electronic or telephonic  
(Effective 1/1/09) means within 24 hours after serving the restraining order, if the 


protected person has requested notification and has registered a 
telephone number or email address. Also provides that this 
notification may be made via an automated statewide victim 
information and notification system if the sheriff has access to that 
system, or if his or her county participates in that system. 


 
GC 13957 Authorizes a minor who suffers emotional injury as a direct result  
(Amended) of witnessing a violent crime and who was in close proximity to  
(Ch. 587) (AB 2809) the victim at the time of the crime, to be reimbursed for the costs  
(Section 2) of outpatient mental health counseling, up to $5,000. 
(Effective 1/1/09) 
 
 
 
 
 







 
PC 653.2 Creates the new misdemeanor crime of electronically distributing,  
(New) publishing, e-mailing or making available for download, personal  
(Ch. 583) (AB 919) identifying information or an electronic message of a harassing  
(Effective 1/1/09) nature about another person, with the intent to place the person in 


reasonable fear for his or her safety or the safety of his or her 
immediate family and for the purpose of imminently causing the 
person unwanted physical contact, injury, or harassment by a third 
party, if these actions would be likely to incite or produce unlawful 
action. 


 
PC 653m Expands the misdemeanor crime in subdivision (b) of making  
(Amended) repeated, annoying telephone calls or electronic contacts by  
(Ch. 109) (SB 129) eliminating the requirement that the calls or contacts by made to  
(Effective 1/1/09) residence. Thus, repeated, annoying calls or text messages to a 


person's cellular telephone can now be prosecuted using P.C. 
653m(b), regardless of where the recipient of the call or contact is 
located when the call or contact us received. Exempts telephone 
calls and electronic contacts made during the ordinary course and 
scope of business. 


 
PC 1463.27 Permits a county board of supervisor to authorize a fee of up to  
(New) $250 upon every fine, penalty, or forfeiture imposed and collected  
(Ch. 241) (AB2405) for a domestic violence crime specified in PC243(e)(1) or 273.5.  
(Effective 1/1/09) Requires that the money be used to fund domestic violence 


prevention programs that focus on assisting immigrants, refugees, 
or persons who live in rural communities.  





