sy County of Santa Cruz Board of Supervisors
sfr~ ., -8 Agenda item Submittal
: ";}/" From: Board of Supervisors: Administration
1530 (831) 454-2200
Subject: Biennial Report of the Agricultural Policy Advisory Commission
Meeting Date: February 23, 2021

Recommended Action(s):

1) Accept and file the report prepared by the Agricultural Policy Advisory
Commission highlighting thelr activities during calendar years 2019 and 2020;
and

2) Direct the chair to thank the members of the Agricultural Policy Advisory
Commission for their work on behalf of County government.

Executive Summary
Accept and file the report prepared by the Agricultural Policy Advisory Commission
highlighting their activities during calendar years 2018 and 2020.

Background
The purpose of this report is to highlight the activities, accomplishments, and future

goals of the board during calendar years 2019 and 2020.

Submitted by:
Bruce McPherson, Chalr, Board of Supervisors

Attachments:
Agricultural Policy Advisory Commission 2019-2020 Bienniai Report
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AGRICULTURAL FGLICY ALVISORY COMMIESICN
2920 ANWUAL REPORT TO TAR BOARD OF SUPERVISTORS
January i, 2019 timough December 31, 2020

. Reloof Asrioultursl Pofiey Advisory Commisslos (APAC)
The role of APAC is to edvise and assist the Board of Supervisors by providing information on the
County’s agticultural industry, to evaiuate matters referred to APAC by the Board, and to review, in
cooperation with the Planning Department, proposed development projects having the potential to
affect sgricultural lands as designated on the County's Agricultural Resources Map, including

2. Meefisg Dates, Time, and Locailon

APAC is scheduled to meet on the third Thursday of the month at 1:30 p.m. at the Agricultural
Extension Auditorium at 1432 Freedom Boulevard in Watsonville. As per direotion by the Board of
Supervisor’s, meetings shall be limited to no more than six per year. During 2020, remote meetings
were estrblished to allow the APAC, staff, and the public to attend public meetings via telephone.

ThaCommissionismmposedofﬁvevoﬁngmmbmwhnmmnidmrsoftheCmMyandm
appo&ntedbyﬂ:eBoud-ofSumerﬁsmBanmmre—eleotedChaﬁpe:sonmdKmKimes_wns
re-elected Vice-Chairperson. The carrent voting members are as follows:

Bruce Dau, Chairpesson (5% District)

Ken Kimes, Vice Chairperson (2* District)
Sam Earpshaw (1% District)

Ellen Rinde (3™ District)

Mike Manfre (4% District)

There are also three lizison members, who have no votes:

Juan Hidelgo, Agricuttural Commyissioner
David Sanford, Deputy Agricultural Commissioner
Mark Bolda, County Agricultural Extension Director

4, LCopciaston Stalf

The Agriculture Cammission Staff includes the current Agricultoral Commissioner, Fuan Hidalgo, who
was appointed in 2015 and Deputy Agricultural Commissioner David Sanford. David provides staff
support to APAC by recording and transcribing meeting minutes, as well as assisting the Agricultural



Commissioner with other responsibilities of the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office related to the
Agticultural Policy Advisory Commission. In addition, the Agricultoral Extension Director, Mark
Bolde, has a seat on the Commrission and he and his staf¥ provide input regarding agricoltural matters
mdmnmofun_pmvidemwmmdaﬁomwmmningbapmmmﬁmdthepubﬂcmguding i
selection of agricultural buffar plant species.

TheAgﬂcuRmeCommisﬂmhmmﬁnedumﬁmﬁthmnhmgumﬂnCommimbnmembm
during 2019 and 20. . Sheila McDaniel continues as the current Plaoning Department Staff, providing
support to APAC by scheduling mectings, creating agendas, preparing for meetings, processing
mﬂosﬁm.pvpaﬁngﬁaﬁ'mﬂ,mﬁdhg?lmﬁnsmpummtmﬁmppmnﬂACmﬁng&
pmumﬁngappedsafAPACdmhimsmﬁprndofSuperﬁmdeMngpoﬁcyinpmmghc
PlannthepmummimbﬂﬂYsmﬁmmwdlmrwmﬁngmeththepmmNgmding

See attached rosters (Atachment 1) for 2019 and 2020 Commissioners attendance. Threo meetings
were held in 2019 and one meeting was held in 2020, All Commissioners regnlarly attended meetings

6.  Asuusl Goals and Ascomniishments

APACcomhsionmmupdﬂedmmrmtblmﬁngmdagﬂcMiﬁuubyCauﬂything
Department staff end by the Agricultural Commissioner’s office. The Agriculiural Policy Advisory
Cmmmmmmwmmdmaﬁmmmmwmemmﬁmof&mmmﬂ
Agticulture (CA) zoned land ss required by the County Gencral Plan. The objectives of the
Oommiuimvarydq)mdingupnnwhatisdireetedtoﬂleirnttenﬁonbythaseoﬂiccsmdbyﬂmBoatd
of Supervisors.

In 2018, three meetings wers held. Tn. 2020, one meeting was held.

For 2019 and 2020, most of the APAC duties contimue to involve review of agricultural buffer setback
reduction applications associated with residential development applications within proximity to -
agﬁmﬂhmlrmmelmdsﬂutweresubmittedmﬂwplamthepmm

Huwevu.in!ﬁlQ,ﬂn‘eAPACalsocons’idurednmmdmmmmSutl;n(}mszmtyGemnll’lmlLucnl
Coastal Program and County Code ("WorkfomeHmmingPoIicyAmmdmmts”)mlatedtoagrimﬂun'al
anpluywhmsingandpmvidedmmmdaﬁmtothemm'dbfsmewiwm These regulations have
dmebcmadoptedbytheerdomeﬁmudhmsimpﬁﬁdﬂwpmcusmdmdmdsfor

icultural employee bousing. Ihisq:pmlnberesulﬁuginsigniﬁcanﬂymmpubﬁcigqnﬁﬁasﬂr-
denbmuﬂofmnjeﬂsduebﬂnmapmofﬂnagﬁcdﬂndmmﬂaﬂmmdhurwﬂhdhm
appﬁuﬁmformsideraﬁonmmgqizumdnﬂmhousing. ‘We look forward to aignificantly more
pnbﬁcintmstinmddevdopmeﬂofagﬂmﬂhndunployeehmﬁminwminsym

Thmmdwwvmdagiwkmﬂ&mmdmﬂinﬁcSuﬂimbﬂﬂyUpdﬂeewﬂd&edhymAPAC
in 2017 that are still iu process. These amendments are intended to address more current agricultural
pmcﬁcesmdusesmdmdlowfmﬂmomsidaaﬁmofasmdatedagﬁcuhwalmhmmrm :
CmudﬂAgﬁmm(CA)de(A)mﬁMdmnmpoﬂnmsﬁﬂ.m-m
sgricultural industry in the County. Thaseregultﬁmim}udemnidmaﬁmofmupdnwduseclm
ad&owngmdmnfmmgmsmdnudsmwhummmm(agrﬂomimmd
education), modern farming operations requiring associated industrial equipment and storage buildings
mqheﬁ)rmcharvesﬁng,mﬁgemtmmpwﬁn&swmge,mdumspmofm&weormlmd



comodﬁw.uweﬂmupdmmnchgmvidmﬁdmmghmwmwﬁmmwﬁlem
ensuring the aesthetics of agricultural operations.

Currently, the Planning Department consultant ie preparing the draft envirommental impsct report, The
memuﬂeummﬁmwmmmmmwmml
of 2021 and edoption in mid-2022,

Regarding cannabis cultivation, since review and adoption of the carmabis regulations in 2018, the
Development Review staff have teviewed cannabis applications these past two years, with most

hzozommnwdatedmocmabisregmnﬁmmstemlhsﬂmappﬁcaﬁmmvimpmmsby
wﬁb&hﬁgoﬁdmcm&heﬂﬁwﬁmaﬁhﬂawaﬁﬁwﬁmﬁﬁneﬁsﬁngmma .
pﬂncipdpmﬁﬁeduwwiﬂﬂnCommaddAmimﬂummA)medlmdwiﬂmﬁﬁequfou
use approval. Thiurmﬂatayupdmhmmsﬂudindi;wﬁmbfmoﬂmbism!ﬁvﬁmappﬁcaﬁm
dhacﬂymﬁevCLO&rlhmuthﬁchexoepﬁmdcmabistducﬂmmpﬁcsﬁomMm
eomﬂmﬁmofnwbuﬂdingsﬁnmbismmgemdmmdngmnewhﬂldhgsindimhd '
portions of the agricultural site, In addition, the regulations were also updated to allow distribution
w&thinmﬁsﬁngstumuuamhimdﬂuﬁmmdmmuﬂmmgwﬁhhmdsﬁnghﬂldingaum
dﬁﬁsﬂﬁwm@wbﬁhwﬁmﬂmﬁmdﬁnmo@mmyof&ﬁcﬂ@buﬂdm
and does not result in a logs of additional agricultural land,

Thus fur, this code update appears to be achioving the objective to provide protection of our limited
agricultaral lands throughout Santa Cruz County, while also supporting conversion of underutilized
structures thronghout CA lands and allowing a more simplified regulatory transition for cannabis
cultivation. '

7. Fuiure Goals
In 2019 and 2020, APAC will focus on meeting the following goals;

poﬁsydminiongincludingm—gdngCoumyeﬁommwdmﬂmagﬁcﬂmdmﬂinmqu
well as continued implementation of the cannabis cultivation ordinance, as directed the
Board of Supervisors. _

¢ Discuss and stay informed on pertinent current issues affecting agriculture in Santa Cruz
CamtyimludinggmerﬂpeﬂcmdiﬁmthesﬂtusoffherﬁmAcgtheshﬂmofﬂw
Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency on agriculture es applicable, izsves associated
with the drought, and econotnic impacts on local farmers.

“ Conﬁnuetomﬁjhngodsofthe@nﬂyﬁenemﬂhnmgardingﬂwpnmaﬁonof
commercial agriculturat land,

¥ hovideeﬂicimswicewappﬂcmubymingmmmissimmmdmauschedm
meetings to meet quorm requirements.

. Uﬁlizea]lavaﬂablnwchnnlogy,asneuessarymachieveoonsisteneywithCountyome
CruzmdBomdofS@misordkecﬁmmgmdhgremotcpubﬁcmeeﬁngsdmingOVD-
19 19 and beyond_

> 'When unsble to meet quorum for a regulerly scheduled meeting, special meetings will be
provided as necessary to ensure that permitx are processed in a timely manner.



8. Besemmmendstions

Staff recommends that your Board accept this report on behalf of the Agriculturel Policy
Advisory Commission.

Attachments

1. Commissioners Aftendance/Meeting Schodule
2. Projects Reviewed by APAC in 2019 and 2020



AGRICULTURAL POLICY

ADVISORY COMMISSION
ATTENDANCE ROSTER
2019
MEMBER2 Swa Db Ko Rt Wliem: Bl Mo Mals | BouesDen
JANGARY 57 P ¥ » ¥ P
FEEETIARY 31 NO MEETING - Ko sy
MARCH 25 NO MEETING - Mo itams
APEIL 18 NO MEETING = Ne tiomy
MAY 16 NO MEETING - N ftenxy
JTINE 20 KO MEETING o Ko lemx
JDLY 18 _ NO MEETING - No itams
ATCUSY 15 » : ® » » p
SEPTEMBER 19 F . ND MEETING « No Hemy
, NV ERARE 71 4 » » » 3
DECEMERY, 19, NO MEETING »No Jissus
P = Prespit
B = Bxouset Absent
A= Unenoused Alwent

ATTACHMENT i




ACRICULTURAL PCLICY

ADVISORY COMMISRION
ATTENDANCE ROSTER
2020
[ 1" Distriei | 2= Diminist 3 Disriot P Districi | 5> Diewial
MEBERS Gy Famelipw Ko Wones: ¥ilen Rinds Lifkn M By Dea -
JANTDARY 15 RO MERTING - No fbanis
FEBRGARY 30 NO MEETING ~ No fistas
MARCH 19 NG MEETING - No #eme
APRIL 16 NO MEETING - No feas
WAV 21 P P v ¥ P
JUNE 1 NO MEETIRG -No itans
JULY 78 . NO MEETING -~ Np fisms
AUVGUEL 20 NO MEETRNG - No ftems
BEFTEMBER 17 NO MEETING - Na Esms
OCTOURE {5 RO m- HNo M
S O MAEATTID - o Hsos
DRCDMBER, 15 NO MEETTNG - No toms
= Preagat
B=RBaouwed Abscnt
A= Unseonied Abeat
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AGRICULTURAL POLICY ADVISORY COMMISSION

Far all propoesls ofter thea sditis to existing redlderdisl corstruciivn and the plavement ¢f gozioultured
sarcinkary” mobils home on agrizulivral pacels wiish are adminleiontive applinations wd do wot requing

APAL reviow end spproval,
2019
an 201
APPLICATION 181328 630 Beaview Terrace £EPN: 046-261-27

FROJECT DESCRIPTION: Proposal i demslish an anisiing single-fanily dowelling and io

ceditrict w singlo-femily Gwilling with 4 deisched garaps wifida 200 {est of Tipe 5 agdenlone

resviose land,  Reqnires an Agricnltoml Buifer Dolanminetios i sedues the 200-foot seihasiz to &

sminieven of 161 foot to AFN 045-672-20, 130 feot to AP 046-251-23, 150 fect i APN 046-251-21

(148'5" o peopecly ling), 25 foot to AP 04625123, snd 47 foetis ATN 046-081-24,

LOTATION; Property loosied on thio west and of en runumed right-ofeny, appeoximatsly 600 foet

neriiwest of Seaviow Teascs, Scaviow Terrsos I locaked sppwonimstely 1560

fot southerest of the interseiiza of Crest Dulve, which iz locsied sprruwdmately 850 feat svutirwest of

S Aradocss Rosd,

FEOJECT FLANNER: Sheills MoDanlel, 454-2255;
CTION: Approve siaff recomimendsiicns

19 da
FPublip hesing to comsider amendaenis to Saota Craz Conaty Cemeral Flan/Logal Coastel Proprain
and Coonty Cods ("Worlkdsrcs Housing Polivy Amendmsniz®) eelaiod jo agriculiursl euployes
honging ol provids rotmmedaions to e Board of Sopervisum
Meetiog Muterisl: Avallabls B tovicer on fic Sents Crox Coundy Planndng Sepsrbinant websits at;
Bitp:ffrww scoopl=onine com/Papais s eme FontnsDeve  fhovmdssoaringsfAgricy iy

..... L0 Ay m
Ionaeyx
LOCATION: County-wide
FROJECT PLANNER: Suzano fse, Friucipal Flawr, (351) 454-5156:
mzanneis@Essntscrozoounty.ng
ACTION: Approve ¢taff recemmendstions

ATTACHMENT 2



APFLICATION 101185 1071 Larwon Boad, Aptos 93003 Arn:  105-041.02

Prapoes] single-fumily
gursge, - copsfmet & 1280 square oot dnglodhally dwdlling wihin  apouoeinuicly
41'?dwm.wmhm,m§wﬂ@imﬁgw!ﬁﬂnww
154305Eoﬁgﬂmﬂmdmmkni'kemhﬁmﬁgimwmnﬂﬂmﬁmmmmw
LW&W:MMMEM@W&GELMMGMIZMWM :
ammzwmmmrwﬂmemrmﬂmmmmmm
mmmmmﬂ% Tarry. Huosehi@ s pon 200Ul V.0

ACTION: Approve staff recommendation with revisions eemitttions of approval

APPLICATION 191141 151 Silliman Road, Watsomellls 95073  APN: 110-141-11
mu:mrmm Propossl to axpad an wxisting agricalture sesearch, fioilliy o indindo

mi&mjwsﬂmmmu-mdmmmbﬁlﬁhpmﬁwmw&mﬁuﬁm
mwx@ﬂy%@mﬂbﬁmﬂn@m&kb&ﬂﬁmwéﬁaﬂ SEET
Kot vencaych biborsitsy; ﬁmqmwﬂ.mmwmwwmmmmﬁ.m
mmdmmmmwlmuwmgmmw?mm
mw@nmmniwmmmammwmmmm&m
97m1mm'ﬁmm3uﬂh'ﬁm3nﬁmﬁmmw&wmmﬁmmm
bufir w0 gt foet Toan APN 110-141-13, containing wiating Commeivis] Agricalturs] nass o fhe
suarth, axui 10 Feat Do APN 110-141-12 to the weit. .

LOCATION: Property locsied ca the north wide of Billiman Raed, {151 Billiran Rosd), sbout S50
yirds east from Highway 122 in Watsoavilie.

PROJECT PLANNER: Mathun MMacBeih, 454-3116; nuthauoachethigiasnh :

ACTION: Approve staff recomeiendations

202

May 2020 Agends
APPLICATION 191193 No Blius APN; 050-401-04

PROJECT DESCRIFTION: Froposulto eotrucs & singlo-Denily dewelling end ascessazy dwelling
mﬁmmﬁamﬁﬁm&mmmmmmmmwgmmmm
45 agricultas sovctove) and 184 fbet to e southwest {Type 1A sgiovitsl rosveme), Rogeises m
LOCATION: WWMMW&@%&&MMWWHH&&
southeast of Riznds Road (adjscmnt to 454 Amesti Road).
?RDECIWMAMMBEIE; vandal] pdamaisantac

ACTION: Approve siafl recommendstions

ATTACEMERT 2



APPLICATION 201031 Ne Shoé APN; 51-381-10

FROJECT DESCHESTIUN: Froposil to consivost 2 single-faxily dwelling sud sonogrise
ccaitreciion of as toceantey dweliing noit asd to reduce tae sequined His required 200-foot agrionltorsd
bulfer esibeck to spproxirmaialy 85 foo! feu APH 051-351-02 15 Gic noxth (Typs AGQ-1A spricrlinm)
resyudi. Recpices sn Agrienttuzs] Bofier eicanination.
LOTATION: Tropedy leceisd sppsosimeinly 715 foot cast of Cosserly Road (adfecent to 1200
Casserly Road).

FROJECT PLANNER: Randall Adoms, 454-3213; sl adam i
ACTION: Approve staff recomimesds Moy

ATTACHMENT 2



