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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
February 19, 2026
1:30 PM

Aptos Village County Park Meeting Room
100 Aptos Creek Road
Aptos, California

Present: Ken Kimes, Mike Manfre, Ellen Rinde, Jerold O’Brien, Bruce Dau
Absent: None
Others: Evan Ditmars, Donovan Arteaga, David Sanford

1. The meeting was called to order at 1:35 P.M.

2. Additions and Corrections to Agenda: Commissioner O’Brien correction to votes on Item 9 (Page 3
of draft minutes) to revise “ABSENT: None” to “ABSENT: Bruce Dau”

3. Declaration of Ex Parte Communications: None

4. Announcement by Commission members of items removed from Consent to Regular Agenda: None

5. Public Comment: Six members of the public spoke in opposition to the battery energy storage project
at 90 Minto Road, with several requests that the agricultural viability study and/or the project be
brought up on special consideration by the Commission. Public comments were closed at 1:58 P.M.

6. Action on Consent Agenda (Items 7)

7. Approval of Minutes: Approve minutes of October 16, 2025, meeting, with the correction to reflect
that Bruce Dau was absent for the vote on Item #9.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

ACTION: Approved consent agenda items.
MOTION/SECONDED: O’Brien/Rinde

AYES: Rinde, Manfre, O’Brien, Kimes
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: Dau

ABSENT: None

#251002 No Situs, Watsonville, CA 95076 APN: 051-421-22

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Proposal to develop a 2,500 square foot two-bedroom house with a 469
square foot one bedroom Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit (JADU) and a 1,200 square foot detached
garage on a vacant Commercial Agricultural (CA) zoned parcel. Project requires a Condition Use
Permit (CUP), a Minor Site Permit (MS), and an Agricultural Buffer Setback determination/reduction
from APAC (Agricultural Policy Advisory Commission).

ACTION: Moved Staff recommendation with modification to Page 6 of the staff report, striking
the first sentence of Finding 3 regarding commercial agricultural viability and value and
rejecting the determination that the site was not nonviable for commercial agriculture.

MOTION/SECONDED: Manfre/Dau

AYES: Rinde, Manfre, O’Brien, Kimes, Dau
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None

APAC Commissioner Presentations: None

Updates from Staff Planner: The next scheduled APAC meeting is April 16, 2026, and will be held
again at the Aptos Village County Park Meeting Room. Subsequent APAC meetings will then take
place at the South County Government Center at 500 Westridge Drive in Watsonville, in the
community meeting room. Subsequent meetings will also include a virtual element. Consideration
should be given to including items on an upcoming meeting agenda providing a status update on the
BESS ordinance work currently taking place; as well as a review of the need for agricultural viability
studies associated with staff reports and recommendations.

Agricultural Commissioner’s Report: The Agricultural Commissioner’s Office released a report
titled “Economic Contributions of Santa Cruz County Agriculture” in June 2025, detailing the
expansive and significant economic impacts that agricultural has in the County. The report is
available on our website. Currently, our office is in the early stages of data collection and analysis
for the 2025 County Crop Report, which we anticipate completing by mid-summer 2026.

Written Communications: Written communications submitted by Becky Steinbruner, dated 2/15/26,
were provided to the Commissioners.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 P.M.



