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I Or, as Community Developm5nt~ '.,::, 1 Director Laura Kuhn said at a recept.: '.,, 
city council meeting - " 
enough of them, mayb 
have a barbecue!" ~ 
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RIVERS INTO 
THEIR BEDS 

- m M 1 6 + - .  ~ EN, H I S  SMILE shaded from the 
e brim of his cowboy hat, moves 

h of the main channel of Colo- 
casting his fly rod, One after 

trout take his flies, jumping 
ntil he plays each one out to 
hook and gently returns the 

water. Rosgen, a hydrologist, 
etch of river back to life. The 

against the current, are now manstream. The traditional 
Western reaction to bank loss used to be riprapping-fortifying 
the banks with chunks of broken concrete or the bodies o? 
junked cars. Rosgen saw that as ahsurd and destructive:. 
Instead, he studies the geological features of the streambed tn 
determine its ideal “meander geomew-the way the stream 
should flow-thus preventing sediment buildup that could 
block the channel or erode the banks. He then uses natural 
materials to give the river a kind of eco-makeover, “I try to 

~ copy what works in nature; he 

~ 

i 
; 

here had been hammered by 
ing, the bank eroded after willom 

Rosgen’s drive to restore riven was born of rage. As a 
young Forest Service worker, he was assigned to inspect an 

were removed io make way far more hay. At the request ofthe 
landowner, Rosgen dragged in boulders and chunks of dead 
trees, placing them strategically to regulate stream flow He en- 
gineered the streambed to just the right grade for optimum 
flow velocity, and lined it with clean gavel quarlied from the 
pmperw. He transplanted thousands of willow saplings to the 
area, reversing decades of brush-clearing efforts. The once 
steep banks are now grassy and gently sloping, almost park- 
like. Eagles soar overhead, scouting the rich fishery below. 

Rosgen’s ideas on river restoration, which at one time ran 

area in his native north Idaho. There, he saw a pristine 
i stream that had been mined by runoff from timber clear 
i cutting. Rosgen lost his temper, eventually quit the Forest 
~ Service and started his own stream-restoration consulting 
~ enterprise. Federal agencies that had ignored his complaints 
j are now among the clients that pay Rosgen to teach employees 
j about doctoring streams. He retreats between trips to his 

horse-ranch headquarters north of Fort Collins, Colo. TDese 
days, the man in the white hat doesn’t ?eel quite so much like 
the Lone Ranger. -By Pat D a m  i 


