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From 1923-1928, the American hero Robert
Merriman lived at 1438 Capitola Road, in a
small ranchette that once stood on this very
site. Robert was born in 1908 and moved

to Live Oak with his family in 1922. He
enrolled in Santa Cruz High School, where he
managed the yearbook, lead the football cheer | = ) B
squad, and represented the debate team in the gy S ot T TTIl Tl
state championship. These activities helped = - | =
develop the leadership skills and social values  §anta Cruz High School
he carried with him throughout his life.

Photo, Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History Archives

During this time, Live Oak and Santa Cruz High were hubs of innovation in farming.
From the street, Live Oak looked like a typical suburban community, with houses and trees
facing the road. However, each parcel was a 3-acre deep “ranchette,” where families could
raise poultry or flowers. This concept was born during the depression of the 1890s. The goal
was to increase economic self-sufficiency and community collaboration, with individual
farmers selling to a central co-op.

Robert was involved with his family’s poultry ranchette, as well as with the experimental
chicken farm at Santa Cruz High. This early exposure to the innovation of Live Oak’s
farming community influenced him greatly. He went on to study agricultural economics

in the United States and abroad—a journey that would lead him to Berkeley, and then to
Moscow, and finally to the front lines of the Spanish Civil War.

THE STORY OF ROBERT MERRIMAN

s .

The ranchette at 1438 Capitola Road, where Robert Merriman lived as a teenager. La ranchera en 1438 Capitola Road, donde Robert Merriman vivié cuando era adolescente. Painting by Vanessa Stafford

Entre 1923 y 1928, el héroe americano Robert Merriman vivio en 1438 Capitola Road,
en un pequeio rancho que alguna vez estuvo en este mismo lugar. Robert nacio en 1908
y se mudo a Live Oak con su familia en 1922. Se inscribié en Santa Cruz High School,
donde dirigio el anuario, el equipo de animadoras de fatbol y represent6 al equipo de
debates hasta llegar al campeonato estatal; actividades que lo ayudaron a desarrollar las
competencias de liderazgo y los valores sociales que llevé consigo toda su vida.

En esa época, Live Oak y Santa Cruz High eran el centro de la innovacion en ganaderia.
Desde afuera, Live Oak parecia la tipica comunidad suburbana, con casas y arboles en las
calles. Pero cada parcela era un “pequeiio rancho” de 3 acres, donde las familias criaban
aves de corral o cultivaban flores. Este concepto nacid durante la depresion de la década de
1890. El objetivo era aumentar la autosuficiencia econdmica y la colaboracion comunitaria,
mediante las ventas de cada granjero a una cooperativa central.

Robert participaba trabajando en el
pequeiio rancho de aves de su familia y con
la granja experimental de pollos de Santa
Cruz High. Esta exposicion temprana a la
innovacion en la comunidad granjera de
Live Oak influy6é mucho en él. Estudid
economia agricola en Estados Unidos y en
el extranjero; un recorrido que lo llevaria a
Berkeley, luego a Moscu y, finalmente, a las
trincheras de la Guerra Civil Espafiola.
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Live Oak Egg Laying Contest. Concurso de
puesta de huevos de Live Oak.
Photo, Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History Archives
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d u Ca C l 0 n The Covered Bridge at Paradise Park. El puente cubierto en Paradise Park. Painting by Vanessa Stafford

. In 1928 Robert Merriman left Live Oak to enroll at the
d e u n h e rO e University of Nevada. There, he joined ROTC, studied
Economics, and met his future wife, Marion Stone, at

a dance hall. Robert and Marion graduated on May 9,

En 1928, Robert Merriman dejo Live Oak para inscribirse en la Universidad de Nevada.
Alli, se uni6 al Cuerpo de Entrenamiento de Oficiales de la Reserva (Reserve Officers’
Training Corps, ROTC), estudio economia y conocio a su futura esposa, Marion Stone,

en un salon de baile. Robert y Marion se graduaron el 9 de mayo de 1932, y se casaron

el mismo dia. Regresaron a Live Oak ese verano para conocer a la familia Merriman y
disfrutar de Paradise Park, junto al rio San Lorenzo.

1932, and were married the same day. That summer, they

()
a m e rz C a n 0 returned to Live Oak to meet the Merriman family. The

En el otofo de 1932, se mudaron a Berkeley,
group enjoyed an outing to Paradise Park, located along

para que Robert hiciera su doctorado en
economia en la Universidad de California,
Berkeley. Inspirado en parte por sus afios
adolescentes en un pequefio rancho de Live Oak,
Robert estudié economia agricola. Obtuvo una
beca para estudiar colectivismo agrario soviético
en Moscu, donde los Merriman estaban viviendo
cuando se desatd la Guerra Civil Espaiiola.

the San Lorenzo River.

In the fall of 1932, they moved to Berkeley,
so that Robert could pursue a PhD in Economics at the

University of California, Berkeley. Inspired in part by his
teenage years on a ranchette in Live Oak, Robert studied W TR
agricultural economics. He won a scholarship to study The Merrimans’ Berkeley
1 9 2 8 — 1 9 3 6 Soviet collectivist farming in Moscow, where the Home. Casa de los
Merrimans en Berkeley.

Photo, Robert Kehlmann, Berkeley
broke out. Historical Plaque Project
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Estados Unidos tomo una posicion neutral,
pero Robert creia que era necesario luchar contra
Hitler, Franco y Mussolini en Europa, o la guerra
con el tiempo llegaria a América. Marion se
quedd en Moscu, mientras que Robert partio a
Espaiia, se declaro antifascista y fue uno de los

L | primeros americanos en unirse a los voluntarios

T T T P — de 53 paises para luchar contra el ascenso del
volunteers from 53 countries fighting the rise of Fascism in Spain. Photo, courtesy Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archive fascismo en Espaiia.

Merrimans were living when the Spanish Civil War

The United States took a position of neutrality, but

Robert believed it was necessary to fight Hitler, Franco, and Mussolini in Europe, or the
war would eventually come to America. Marion stayed in Moscow while Robert left for
Spain, declaring himself an anti-Fascist and becoming one of the first Americans to join
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Robert Merriman entered Spain by train to join the
International Brigade, becoming one of the first Americans

to fight—and eventually die—in the battle against Fascism in
Europe. With the ROTC training he received at the University
of Nevada, Robert began to organize the volunteers and
quickly rose to a leadership position.

-

When he was injured in battle in 1937, he sent a telegram to
his wife, Marion: “Wounded. Come at once.” His wife nursed
him back to health, and Robert rose to command the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade, a battalion of more than 3,000 men. Marion
worked as his staff assistant, becoming the only woman to
serve in the International Brigades.

Ernest Hemmingway, traveling to Spain to report

commanding stature, his bravery, and his commitment in
battle—so impressed, that many believe Robert Merriman inspired

the iconic character of Robert Jordan in Hemmingway’s classic novel,
For Whom the Bell Tolls.

Robert went missing and is presumed to have died during a battle

in the Ebro Valley in April, 1938. John Kenneth Galbraith, a fellow
graduate student at UC Berkeley and later adviser to President Kennedy,
called Robert “the first hero of WWIIL.”
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Robert Merriman llego a Espaia en tren para unirse a las
Brigadas Internacionales y se convirtié en uno de los primeros
americanos en combatir (y luego morir) en la batalla contra el

en la Universidad de Nevada, Robert comenzo a organizar a los
voluntarios y rapidamente asumio una posicion de liderazgo.

Cuando lo hirieron en combate en 1937, envio un telegrama a su
que se recuperod. Luego, Robert comando la Brigada Abraham

como su asistente de personal y se convirtio en la tinica mujer
miembro de las Brigadas Internacionales.

Cmdr. Robert Merriman  Erpest Hemingway, en su viaje a Espafia como corresponsal

. . Photo, Abraham Lincoln
on the war, met Robert, and was impressed by his Brigade Archive

de guerra, conocio a Robert y qued6 impresionado por su
estatura imponente, su valentia y su compromiso con la batalla;
tan impresionado quedo, que muchos creen que Robert Merriman inspiro el
iconico personaje de Robert Jordan en la novela clasica de Hemingway, Por
quién doblan las campanas.

Robert desaparecio y se lo presumio muerto en batalla en el valle del Ebro,
en abril de 1938. John Kenneth Galbraith, compafiero de estudios en

UC Berkeley y, mas tarde, asesor del presidente Kennedy, apodo a Robert

“el primer héroe de la Segunda Guerra Mundial.”

fascismo en Europa. Con el entrenamiento del ROTC que recibio

esposa, Marion: “Herido. Ven enseguida”. Su esposa lo cuid6 hasta

Lincoln, un batallon de mas de 3,000 hombres. Marion trabajaba

Painting by Vanessa Stafford

The ideals that Robert
Hale Merriman fought for
live on in the organizations
who now occupy this site.
MidPen Housing, Dientes
Community Dental

Care, and Santa Cruz
Community Health share
a commitment to building
a healthy, prosperous,
equitable, and joyful
community for all people.

Los ideales por los que
lucho Robert Hale
Merriman siguen vivos
en las organizaciones que
ahora ocupan este lugar.
MidPen Housing, Dientes
Community Dental Care
y Santa Cruz Community
Health comparten el
compromiso de crear una
comunidad saludable,
prospera, equitativa y
alegre para todos.



