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HISTORIC RESOURCE PRESERVATION PLAN 

Applicant: .............. John Craycrofl 
Owner: ................... Bob Locatelli 
Application No.: .... 04-03H (ref. b.p. app. 52807M) 

Situs: ...................... 6250 Highway 9 
Location: ............... East side of Highway 9 about 175 feet south of intersection with 

Historic Name: ...... Cremer Hotel 
Current Name: ....... NIA 

Existing Site Conditions 
Parcel Size: .13,672 square feet 
Use: ............. Restaurant and apartments 

Planning Policies 
Planning Area: ................................................... San Lorenzo Valley 
Zone District: ..................................................... C-2-L 
General Plan Land Use Designation: ................ Community Commercial 
Community, Specific, or Town Plan: .................. Felton Town Plan 
General Plan Resources and Constraints: ......... Water Supply Watershed, Ground Water 

APN: ...................... .065-08 1 -2 1 

Graham Hill Road 

Recharge, Biotic, Riparian, 
Archaeological 

Coastal Zone: .................................................... No 

1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

According to the application, the proposal is to construct a covered porch on the south 
side of the building to match the original porch that was removed at some time in the 
past. The plans submitted with the application indicate the porch would be about 51 
feet long and almost eight-and-one-half feet wide. 



HRPP for 6250 Hwy 9, Felton 

II .  DISCUSSION 

A. Background and Site Description 

The existing building on this parcel is listed in the County’s Historic Resources Inventory 
(HRI) with a historic rating of NR5, which the County Code defines as “[a] property 
determined to have local historical significance.” Please refer to the attached pages from 
the Historic Resources Inventory for information about the historic and architectural 
significance of the building. 

The building is located in downtown Felton on a 59 foot wide lot that varies in length from 
209 to 237 feet. The lot slopes from the front (west) to the rear (east). The building is 
situated on the western most 100 feet of the lot and fronts on Highway 9. . 

B. Proposal 

The proposal involves reconstruction of a porch that existed on the building, but was removed 
at an unknown time in the past. The porch would be about 435 feet in size and would run 
about 80 percent of the length of the building. The applicant has already submitted a building 
permit application for the proposal. That application was routed to the Historic Resources 
Commission staff for review and that is the genesis of this Historic Resources Preservation 
Plan. 

C. Purview of the HRC 

Your Commission is requested to consider an Historic Resource Preservation Plan to address 
the proposed alteration to an existing designated historic resource. In so doing, your 
Commission will be considering the effect of the proposal on the architectural and historic 
integrity, significance, and setting of the existing historic building. 

D. Historic Preservation Criteria 

General Plan Policies 5.20.3 and 5.20.4 require that development activities on property 
containing historic resources protect, enhance, and/or preserve the “historic, cultural, 
architectural, engineering, or aesthetic values of the resource as determined by the Historic 
Resources Commission“ based on the Commission’s review and approval of historic 
preservation plans. Chapter 16.42 of the County Code implements those General Plan 
Policies. 

County Code Subsection 16.42.040(a) and Section 16.42.070 are applicable to the proposal. 
Subsection 16.42.040(a) states, in relevant part, that 

[n]o person shall make or cause any material change to the exterior of an 
historical structure. . .unless such action is in conformance with a valid Historic 
Resource Preservation Plan approved by the Historic Resources Commission 

Subsection 16.42.070, Historic Preservation Criteria, requires that alteration of historic 
resources and new construction on historic properties meet certain criteria. Those criteria are 
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listed below, each followed by a discussion of the applicability of the criterion and how the 
proposal does or does not meet that criterion. 

E. Alteration Criteria 

I. Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a 
property which requires minimal alteration of the building, structure or site 
and its environment, or to use a property for its originally intended 
purpose. 

No change in use is proposed. Moat recently, the building has been used as a restaurant with 
two apartments. Historically, it was constructed as the Cremer House Hotel and was been use 
for lodging and retail uses. 

2. The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or 
site and its environment shall not be destroyed. 
The removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural 
features should be avoided when possible. 

The distinguishing original qualities or character of the building is the five bay arcade front 
faqade. According to the Historic Resource Inventory (HRI), 

various alterations have been made to the window and door arrangements. Originally, 
the structure had a commercial bill board top and the two story arcade was composed 
of wooden piers and an stick frieze, and wrapped around the lower story. Now the 
structure is covered with stucco. 

It does not appear that the proposal would significantly alter historic material or distinctive 
architectural features, but would in fact enhance the building’s distinctive features. The HRI 
states that “the hotel retains architectural significance that can be enhanced by proper 
rehabilitation.” 

3. All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as products of their 
own time. Alterations that have no historical basis and which seek to 
create an earlier or later appearance shall be discouraged. 

The application indicates that the proposed alterations are to restore the original porch. The 
HRI notes that verandas were removed. The Felton Town Plan, adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors in 1987, includes a list of “[ilncremental improvements to the existing architectural 
fabric.. .which would create a more pleasant and exciting walking environment,” including “the 
original side porch” of the building. 

4. Changes which may have faken place in the course of time are evidence 
of the history and development of a building, structure, or site and its 
environment. These changes may have acquired 
significance in their own right, and this significance shall be recognized 
and respected. 
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No changes through time would be affected by the proposed work. 

5. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which 
characterize a building, structure, or site shall be treated with sensitivity. 

The proposed alterations would not adversely affect the original style of the building. 

No de 
with t 

6. 

Sriori 
2 arc1 

Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, 
wherever possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new 
material should match the material being replaced in composition, design, 
color, texture, and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing 
architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of 
features substantiated by historic, physical or pictorial evidence rather 
than on conjectural design or the availability of different architectural 
elements from other buildings or structures. 

?d architectural features are involved. The work would generally be in keeping 
tectural features of the existing building. There are no known images of the 

original porch. 

7. The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest 
means possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will 
damage the historic building material should not be utilized. 

No surface cleaning is proposed. 

8. Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve 
archaeological resources affected by, or adjacent to any project. 

While the area of Felton where the building is located generally is an archaeologically sensitive 
area, not work is proposed that would disturb any known archaeological resource. 

Alterations and additions to existing properties shall not destroy significant 
historical, architectural or cultural elements or materials, and shall be 
compatible with the size, scale, color, materials, and character of the 
propem, neighborhood or environment. 

The work proposed appears to be compatible with the size, scale, color, materials, and 
character of the property. 

9. 

10. Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be 
done in a manner so that the essential form and integrity of the structure 
would be unimpaired. 

The application indicates that the proposed alterations are to restore the original porch. The 
HRI notes that verandas were removed. The Felton Town Plan, adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors in 1987, includes a list of “[ilncremental improvements to the existing architectural 
fabric.. .which would create a more pleasant and exciting walking environment,” including “the 

Page 4 of 5 



HWP for 6250 Hwy 9, Felton 

original side porch of the building. It does not appear that the work would impair the integrity 
of the building. 

111. CONCLUSION 

The proposal involves reconstruction of a porch that existed on the building, but was removed 
at an unknown time in the past. The porch would be about 435 feet in size and would run 
about 80 percent of the length of the building. The applicant has already submitted a building 
permit application for the proposal. That application was routed to the Historic Resources 
Commission staff for review and that is the genesis of this Historic Resources Preservation 
Plan. As described above, the work was also anticipated by the Felton Town Plan and 
appears to be compatible with the existing building 

IV. RECOMMENDATION 

Therefore, it is RECOMMENDED that your Commission take the following actions: 

A. Adopt the following Findings: 

1. The Historic Resource Preservation Plan is consistent with General Plan 
Objective 5.20 and General Plan Policies 5.20.3 and 5.20.4 and with the 
purposes and goals of County Code Chapter 16.42; and 

The Historic Resource Preservation Plan is in conformance with the 
requirements of Section 16.42.070 (Historic Preservation Criteria) of the County 
Code; and 

The Historic Resource Preservation Plan will preserve and maintain the cultural 
and historical heritage of the County andlor further cultivate the knowledge of the 
past. 

2. 

3. 

B. Approve the Historic Resource Preservation Plan as submitted 

Exhibits 

A. 
B. 

Applicant's Historic Resource Preservation Plan Submittal 
Historic Resources Inventory pages for the subject site 
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SANTA CRUZ COUNTY HISTORICAL RESOURCE PRESERVATION 
PLAN APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following regarding your proposed project and return it to the Planning Department 
You may submit this applicatioon by mail or you may drop it off in person at the Planning Departmen 
General Information Desk (GID). You do need to make an appointment to drop off the completec 
application. There is 

Please be dear, complete, and concise. This information wiU be used to evaluate your project. Use 
additional sheets if necessary. FAILURE TO PROVIDE THE REQUIRED INFORMATION 
'WXLL DELAY THE PROCESSING OF YOUR APPLICATION. 

Owner Amticant 
Name: -6 be&\( \ Name: f l  
Address: 7 0 . -  3 3  

.< 

fee for this application. 

Address: La4 =+ 
- - s + L b , c A  

Phone N u m b e r : 3 3 & -  2% \ - 

Assessor's Parcel Number(s): Ob,F.cA -Z\ 
.. 

Site Address: (325x3 &A- 9 * -E.Qi&7 _I 

Historic and/or Common Name: 

Present Use: PrOposedUse: - 0  

I_ Alteration __ Sign Review - Nev * I I  x 
TvDe of Proiect 

- Relocation __ Demofition - Historic Site Ground LJistubanw 

1. Please describc the proposed project. 

1VLc m O ! & .  'ppP& 

hb& b-hs L F - h  d 1 
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2. 

., 

3. 

4. 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY HlsTORICAL RESOURCE PRESERVATION 
PLAN APPLICATION FORM (can't) 

Please explain the reason for this project. 

Please describe how the project will comply with the Historic Preservation Criteria contained in 
Section 16.42.070 of the Historic Resources presavation Ordinance (see enclosed information). 

1 5  r k m &  tn re P ! d e - + L  CmR,n&\ 

'i;l.e - 3 Z T z 5 4  W G L  flma\& &* 4 . L  *.. 

&JwGac,&. A-0 

- 

I b h  

Please provide any additional information about the history andor architecture of the 
propertylsite. 

Page 2 of 2 



L I 4 
1 .o-. 1 s 1 

I 

\R-u I I 



a 

Photos--Existing Buliding 
Historic Cramer House, 6250 Highway 4, Felton, CA 
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Ser. No. State of California -The Resources Agency 

DEPARTMENTOF PARKS A N 0  RECREATION H A B S A A E R - L O C - S H L  No.;NR S t a t u s 5  
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B D 
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

I 

IDENTIFICATION 
1. Common name: 

2. ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~  name: Cremer Hotel /Fel ton Hotel 

3. Street o r  rural address: 6250-6256 Hishway 9 

county Santa Cruz city Fel ton  Zip 95018 

4. Parcel number: 065-081-21 

5. Present Owner: P a q n i n i ,  Roy & Catherine, Trustees Address: P.O. Box 336 

X city zip Ownership is: Public Private 
95018 Felton, CA 

6. Present use: Apartments/Comercial I original use: Hotel 

DESCR IPTION 
7a. Architemural style: Remodeled CommeFcial Fa1 se Front 
7b. Briefly describe the presentphysicalappearance of the she or structure and describe any maior 

original condition: 
from its 

.The former Cremer Hotel i s  a large two s to ry  structure w i t h  a rectangular  plan and 
a t w i n  gabled roof.  The front facade cons i s t s  of a double s to ry  5 bay arcade of 
f l a t t e n e d  arches. 
r a f t e r s .  
The e n t r y  is centered i n  the cent ra l  bay, b u t  various a l t e ra t ions  have been made 
t o  t h e  window and door arrangements. Original ly,  the s t ruc tu re  had a commercial 
b i l l  board top and t h e  two s t o r y  arcade was composed o f  wooden p iers  and a s t i ck  
f r i e z e ,  and wrapped around the lower s tory .  
s tucco.  

The arcade i s  covered w i t h  a 'shed shingle roof w i t h  exposed 
The t w i n  gables  crown the top  of  the building above t h e  arcade roof. 

Now the s t ruc tu re  i s  covered w i t h  

8. 

9. 

t a. 

11. 

12. 

Construction date: 
Enimated . Factual __ 1876 

Architect Unknown 

Builder Thomas Cremer 

Approx. propeny size (in feett 
Frontage 58 Depth 237 
or approx. acreage 

Datek) of enclosed photograph(sl 

Mav 1986 

15-11 
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13. Conditiorl: 

14. AttFratioh: 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if n e c e & d  Open land -Scattered building; - Densely built-up - 

Excellent -Good - Fair- Deteriorated __ N o  longer in exinence 
. -  s tucco  added.1950 - verandas removed . .  . 

Residential -Industrial -Commercial -Other: 
x 

16. Threats to site: None known-Private development- Zoning - Vandalism __ 
Public Works project - Other: 

X 
Unknown? 

' 17. Is the structure: -On i t s  original sitel- Moved? 

18. Related features: 

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

B u i l t  i n  1876 by' German immigrant Thomas Cremer, t h e  Cremer House Hotel 
c a t e r e d  t o  teamsters  and o t h e r  s i n g l e  working men. The hotel offered rooms 
a t  twenty- five c e n t s  per  n i g h t  and meals a t  twenty-five cents  each. 
In 1898, t h e  hotel  was purchased by Mr- & Mrs. Wallace Hendricks, who 
changed the  name t o  the Fel t o n  Hotel. The Hendricks were the parents of  w. 
R. Hendricks, l a t e r  s h e r i f f  of Santa Cruz Count'y. Subsequent owners were the 
Colby's  and then George Fetherston.  For a period, it  was the headquarters of 
a bee farm and l a t e r  converted i n t o  apartments.  & Mrs. Nelson and i n  1940's Or. S t e e l ' s  o f f i c e  and a Drugstore were loca ted  i n  
the  ground f l o o r .  Current  uses are apartments and small r e t a i l  uses. 
S i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  a s soc ia t ion  w i t h  the economic eras  o f  Fel ton,  the  hotel 
r e t a i n s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ign i f i cance  t h a t  can be enhanced by proper 
rehabi  1 i t a t i o n .  

Purchased i n  1930 by Mr. 

- .  . .  --. 
I 
I 

20. Main theme o f  the historic resource: ( l f  more than one is 
checked. nurnbedin order of imponance.1 
Architecture 2 A ~ S  a Leisure 
Emnomicl lndustr ia l  _Exploration/Settlement 
Government M i l i t a q  
Religion SociallEducation 

Sources (List books, documents. surveys. personal interview 21. 
S?,dmndLq.&g.1895, 1918 Sanborn Maos 
A Fie ld  Guide t o  American Houses, McAliStel 
1876'Santa Cruz S u r f  and Cremer Obituary 
Valley Press  
Fel ton Historic Walkinq and D r i v i n g  Tour 
E l l i s .  McHuch ,and R o w l i n t  

R G  B Y   name) EOULE-1 . MMBU 
Organizar%LL T h i r d  S U  -t 
Addre&& e .  CA 95112 

22. Date form preparche b 1 MI 0 

P 

City (dO8) 971-1421 Zip 
Phone: 

L ,  

Locationat skerch map (draw and label s i t e  and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

P O R T H  

... .. . .  
. .  . .  
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Cremer Hotel (6256 Highway 9) 

PHYSICAL INSPECTION 

Date: April 8,1994 

Result of Inspection: No apparent structural changes. 

CONSULTANT'S PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

No change. 

(Change of rating pending public hearing before the Historical Resources 
Commission with final approval by the Board of Supervisors). 

I 

Context: 1 (Lumber) 

Property Type: Hotel 
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