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Lime played avital role i n  California history from the Mission era in to  thc early 1900s. h thc  principd 
ingredient of mortar, plaster, and STUCCO, lime was critical to the  dcvclopmcnt of California's cities and 
towns. Historic limc kilns, quiet reminders of chc lime industry, remain standing in many arcas of  the  
s t a t e , s o m e o f t h c m i n p a r ~ .  

Thhe Friends o f the  Cowell Lime Works Historic District, UC 
SantaCruz, is proudro host t he  first-mer conference on the  
history oflime andlime making i n  California. Profits from rhe 
confercncewill benefir rcsrorarion projects in t h c  Historic 
Diotrict,at onct imc thcsitc ofCalifornia's largcst lime works. 
Theconfercnceis open to anyonc intcresredin Californiahisroj 

SPEAKERS AND TOPICS (SATURDAY) 

FRANKPERRY. WELCOME AND BRXm OYERYIEW OP LIME 

AND ITS IMPORTANCB. 

KARIN L. GOETTER. WILLIAM GWYNN AND THE HISTORY 

OF LIME MAKING I N  BUTTE COUNTY. CALIFORNIA. 
Though norwell known today, William Gwynnwasafas inaring 
character and a pioneer California lime rnanuficturer. Gwynn began 
his operations in thc Siem foothills during thc 18505, cventudy 
rcamingup with his brother-in-law, H e n q  Holmes. 

SALLY MORGAN. LIPBATTHE.LIMEK1LNS: 
ARCHABOMGICALEVIUENCBPROM THB COWELL LIME 

uncarrhcd a rrcaurr chest ofhistorical 
artifacts including farm took, coins, sea shells, 
animal bancs, and a varicry ofbartlcs-cwn 
anopium bottle. Combincdwithonl 
histories, old ncwspaperstorics, and historical 
photographs, these artifacts help tksh outwhat ir 
wailikcrolivcindworkherrinthelatc 1800sandcady1900a. 

ROBERT W. PNVARZYK LIME K l l N  IX1ERI'W:IATIONS: 

PERSPFCTIIZS  OM A DOCLNT/~~ISTOCIRIAK. Long-time docent 
Bob Piwanyk wiUshax some ofhir experiences as 2 tourguidc and 
explain how hc has met the challenge of cxplainingl'me and limc kilns 
to pcaplc afallagcr. Bob may even introduce us to his dtcrcgo, alimc 
workcrnamcd EmiL 



TOM SCHREINER CONTEMPORARY LIMEMAKING IN Mmco 
AND CENTRALAMERICA: CLUBS PORINTERPRETING EARLY- 
DAY CALIFORNIA KILNS. 
InparuofLitin Amcricrpeoplc continue t h c  traditionof manufacturing 
lime inrtonekilnswirhwaodforfucl Suchmcthodrdinppcar~dinthc 
Unitcd States in thhc cady 1900s. Study of thcrc methods today can hclp 
us bctterundcrrrand somc of the derails ofhow California’s historic limc 
kilns operated. 

FRANK PERRY. THE LIME KILNS OP POGONIP: A CASE 
STUDY I N  HISTORICAL RESEARCH. 
Thc story aftherc kilns, inchdingwho operated them and whcn,wrs 
ncdylor t  Frankwillshare thc derecrive storyofhow theirsurprising 
hirtorywas uncovered through dogged rerearch, luck, and serendipity. 

JULIA G. COSTELLO. LIME PROCESSING AND USE I N  SPANISH 
AND MEXICAN CALIFORNIA. 
Lime was essential to rhc  Spanish and Mexicans and war used at d 
missions, presidios mdpucblor. It war not odyurcd in construction 
bur also to pmrcrscornandto prepare Inim~hiderformakingkathcr. 

PATRICIAPARAMOURE HENRY COWELL, LIMEBARON OF 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY: HIS PUBLICAh’D PRIVATE LIFE. 
Bctrerknowntodayforthc sfate park thatbeam 
his namc, Hcnry Cowellwv best known in rhc 
larc 1800s forhir limc compnny. He owncd 
phnrsin revcdpartrofnorrhcrn California and 
in Washingon. Through xccnt investigations. 
thcstoryofthirenigmxic mdvqprivatepcrron 
isrlowlycomingtolighr 

FIELD TRlP (SUNDAY. 9:30-1230) 

Frank Perry will lead a tour of the Cowell 
Lime Works Historic District and explain 
how rhc TWO kinds of k i h  operated, how 
bamL were made, and how rhe lime was 
hiulcd to marker We’ll peck insidc t h c  
historic workers’ cabins and learn rhc story 
behind t h e  1864 Cardiff Housc fmm hirta 
TudvSteen.Time pennirdn&we willthenvisit . ,  - 
TWO 1850s lime kilns on thc upper campus, including a 

‘mystery kiln“ about which little is known. Some hiking involved, 
mas% lcvcl, but one stccp h i 1  Meet at Cardiff Housc (Women’s Center). 


