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Recommended Actions
1. Hold a public hearing to consider proposed ordinance amending Chapter 12.10 

of the Santa Cruz County Code;

2. Approve in concept an "Ordinance of the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Santa Cruz Amending Chapter 12.10 of the Santa Cruz County Code to Delete 
Specific Local Amendments of the 2025 California Building Standards Code”;

3. Adopt the attached Notice of Exemption finding that adoption of the proposed 
ordinance is exempt from further environmental review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and direct staff to file the CEQA Notice of 
Exemption with the Clerk of the Board;

4. Direct the Clerk of the Board to publish the Notice of Proposed Ordinance 
Summary in a newspaper of general circulation at least five days prior to the 
second reading and final adoption no later than May 14, 2026, pursuant to 
Government Code 25124;

5. Direct the Clerk of the Board to schedule the ordinance for second reading and 
final adoption on May 19, 2026; and

6. Direct the Director of Community Development and Infrastructure to submit the 
ordinance to the California Building Standards Commission. 

Executive Summary
On December 9, 2025, the Board of Supervisors (Board) adopted the 2025 edition of 
the California Building Standards Codes (State Building Code) with local amendments. 
Many of the local amendments have been readopted during each past three-year cycle 
of updates to the State Building Code. The Board directed staff to review the local 
amendments and return with recommendations for which local amendments could be 
deleted as no longer necessary due to updates to the State Building Code and to 
provide greater flexibility in the local code. Accordingly, staff is returning with ordinance 
amendments proposing deletion of several local amendments. 

Discussion
Every three years, the State of California adopts a new State Building Code. The State 
Building Code is the established minimum standard for the design and construction of 
buildings and structures in California. State law mandates that local governments 



enforce the State Building Code standards or approved local ordinances making 
amendments to the State Building Code. Ordinances generally must exercise more 
restrictive standards than the building standards approved or adopted by the State.

On December 9, 2025, the Board adopted the 2025 edition of the State Building Code 
with local amendments. The State Building Code is adopted under Santa Cruz County 
Code (SCCC) Chapter 12.10 Building Regulations. For the most part, the local 
amendments are similar to the existing local amendments adopted in 2022 and in 
previous three-year cycles. At the time of adoption, the Board also directed staff to 
review the local amendments and return with recommendations for which local 
amendments could be deleted as no longer necessary due to updates to the State 
codes and to provide greater flexibility in the local code.

Staff has conducted a comprehensive review of all the local amendments to the State 
Building Code in Chapter 12.10 of the SCCC. Most of the amendments add elements 
that improve health, safety, or accessibility, and so retention of those amendments is 
proposed. However, several local amendments are proposed for deletion from SCCC 
Chapter 12.10 as described below.

12.10.215(G)(1) Special Inspections for Concrete Construction Amendment.

Section 1705.3 of the State Building Code is more lenient compared to the local 
amendment of this section, allowing more exceptions. However, staff finds the current 
State Building Code to be sufficient and recommends deletion of this local amendment.

12.10.215(G)(2) Concrete Amendment.

This local amendment removed one applicable exception from Section 1905.6.2 of the 
State Building Code. Staff finds the current state Building Code is sufficient and 
recommends deletion of this local amendment.

12.10.220(D)(1) through (4) Lofts Amendment.

This local amendment deleted Section R315 of the State Building Code addressing 
sleeping lofts and replaced it with local amendments in the County Code addressing 
sleeping lofts, storage lofts, and plant and display shelves. However, the current State 
Building Code has been updated to effectively address loft criteria including safe access 
and staff recommends deleting the corresponding local amendments.

The proposed amendments to SCCC Chapter 12.10 Building Regulations are exempt 
from CEQA under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with 
certainty that there is no possibility the enactment of the ordinances will have a 
significant effect on the environment. Accordingly, staff has prepared the attached 
Notice of Exemption to be filed with the State and the Clerk of the Board.

Financial Impact
There are no financial or budgetary impacts related to this item.

Strategic Initiatives
Operational Plan - Attainable Housing, Operational Excellence



Submitted By: 
Matt Machado, Deputy CEO / Director of Community Development and Infrastructure

Recommended By:  
Nicole D. Coburn, County Executive Officer

Artificial Intelligence Acknowledgment:  
Artificial Intelligence (AI) did not significantly contribute to the development of this 
agenda item.
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ORDINANCE NO. ___________
 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ 
AMENDING CHAPTER 12.10 OF THE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY CODE TO DELETE SPECIFIC 

LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE 2025 CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE 
 

The Board of Supervisors of Santa Cruz County hereby finds and declares the following: 
 

WHEREAS, the State of California has adopted the 2025 California Building Standards 
Code, also known as Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations; and  

 
WHEREAS, State law allows local governments to adopt administrative amendments to 

the California Building Standards Code; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 17958.7, the Board 

of Supervisors has adopted technical amendments to the 2025 California Building Standards 
Code; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors finds that specific local amendments previously 

adopted can be deleted without compromising the health, safety, or general welfare of Santa 
Cruz County residents and continue to provide for the maintenance and retention of buildings 
and facilities in Santa Cruz County;  

 
NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Cruz ordains as 

follows: 
 

SECTION I 
 

Chapter 12.10.215 of the Santa Cruz County Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
12.10.215 2025 California Building Code adopted. 
The current printing of the 2025 Edition of the California Building Code (CBC), also known as 
Part 2 of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, is hereby adopted, including those 
appendices or portions thereof specifically adopted by a State agency or specifically adopted by 
the ordinance codified in this section, but excluding other appendices, subject to the following 
amendments: 
 
(A) Post Damage Assessment Amendment. 2025 California Building Code is Section 
101.4.9 is added to read: 

 
"101.4.9 Post Damage Assessment. This section established standard placards to be used to 
indicate the condition of a structure for continued occupancy. The section further authorizes the 
Building Official and their authorized representatives to post the appropriate placard at each 
entry point to a building or structure upon completion of a safety assessment. 
 
101.4.9.1 Application of Provisions. The provisions of this chapter are applicable to all buildings 
and structures of all occupancies regulated by the County of Santa Cruz. The Board of 
Supervisors may extend the provisions as necessary. 
 
101.4.9.2 Definition. Safety assessment is a visual, non-destructive examination of a building or 
structure for purpose of determining the condition for continued use or occupancy. 
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101.4.9.3 Placards. The following are verbal descriptions of the official placards to be used to 
designate the condition for continued occupancy of buildings or structures. 
 
INSPECTED (Green) - Lawful Occupancy Permitted is to be posted on any building or structure 
wherein no apparent structural hazard has been found. This placard is not intended to mean 
that there is no damage to the building or structure. 
 
RESTRICTED USE (Yellow) - is to be posted on each building or structure that has been 
damaged wherein the damage has resulted in some form of restriction to the continued 
occupancy. The individual who posts this placard will note in general terms the type of damage 
encountered and will clearly and concisely note the restrictions on continued occupancy. 
 
UNSAFE (Red) - Do Not Enter or Occupy is to be posted on each building or structure that has 
been damaged such that continued occupancy poses a threat to life safety. Buildings or 
structures posted with this placard shall not be entered under any circumstance except as 
authorized in writing by the Building Official, or their authorized representative. Safety 
assessment teams shall be authorized to enter these buildings at any time. This placard is not 
to be used or considered as a demolition order. 
 
The placard must note in general terms the type of damage encountered, the County Code 
section violated and the following text: County of Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 (831) 454-
2260    
 
Once it has been attached to a building or structure, a placard is not to be removed, altered or 
covered until done so by an authorized representative of the Building Official. It shall be unlawful 
for any person, firm or corporation to alter, remove, cover or deface a placard unless authorized 
pursuant to this section."  
 
(B) Exempt Work Amendment. Section 105.2 (1-13) of the 2025 California Building Code is 
hereby deleted. SCCC 12.10.315 continues to remain in effect as the list of exempt work. 
 
(C) Appeals Board Amendment. Sections 1.8.8 and 113 of the 2025 California Building 
Code, Sections 1.8.8 and R112 of the 2025 California Residential Code, Sections 1.8.8 and 
107.0 of the 2025 California Plumbing Code, Section 89.108.8 of the 2025 California Electrical 
Code, and Sections 1.8.8 and 107.0 of the 2025 California Mechanical Code, all relating to the 

required by Health and Safety Code Section 17920.5. 
 
(D) Repealed by Ord. 5119. 
 
(E) Toilet and Bathroom Requirements Amendment. Section 1210 of the 2025 California 
Building Code is hereby amended by adding Section 1210.4 to read: 
 

1210.4 Prohibited toilet room location. Toilet rooms shall not open directly into a room 
used for the preparation of food for service to the public. 

 
(F) Roof Assemblies Amendments. Section 1505.1 of the 2025 California Building Code is 
hereby amended to read: 
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(1) 1505.1 General. Roof assemblies shall be divided into the classes defined 
below. Class A and B roof assemblies and roof coverings required to be listed by this 
Section shall be tested in accordance with ASTME 108 or UL 790. 
 
Table 1505.1 shall be amended to read: 
 

TABLE 1505.1a 
 

MINIMUM ROOF COVERING CLASSIFICATION FOR TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION 
 

IA IB IIA IIB IIIA IIIB IV VA VB 

B B B B B B B B B 
For SI: 1 ft = 304.8mm, 1 square foot = 0.0929m2. 
a.  Unless otherwise required in accordance with the 2025 California 

Wildland-Urban Interface Code.  
 

(2) 1505.1.2 Roof coverings within all other areas. The entire roof covering of 
every existing structure where more than 50% of the total roof area is replaced within any 
one-year period, the entire roof covering of every new structure, and any roof covering 
applied in the alteration, repair, or replacement of the roof of every existing structure, 
shall be a fire-retardant roof covering that is at least a Class B. 
 

 
(G) Shear Wall Amendments: 
 

(1) Allowable Shear. Section 2306.3 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby 
amended to delete Table 2306.3(3). 
 
(2) Table 2308.10.1 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby 
amended as follows: In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2, and E, 
Method GB is not permitted and the use of method PCP, DWB, PBS, HPS 
and SFB is limited to one-story single-family dwellings or the top story of 
two-story single-family dwellings, and accessory structures. 
 
(3) Resistance to Shear. Sections 2505.1 and 2505.2 of the 2025 California Building 
Code are hereby deleted. 
 

(H) Accessibility Amendment Width Standards for Doorways. Exception 8 of Section 
1010.1.1 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby amended to read: 
 

Except as required in R327.1.3, in other than Group R-1 occupancies, the 
minimum widths for all interior and exterior doors within a dwelling unit or 
sleeping unit that is not required to be adaptable or accessible as specified 
in Chapter 11A, or utilized as a required egress door per CBC, Section 
1010.1.1, shall be no less than 30 inches in clear width.  If, and to the 
extent that, this Subsection is inconsistent with any provision of the 
California Building Code currently or hereafter adopted by the County of 
Santa Cruz, the more restrictive provisions shall prevail. 
 

 



4 
 

(I) Accessibility Amendment Alterations. Section 11B-202 of the 2025 California Building 
Code requires that building owners, property owners, and commercial landlords make buildings 
and facilities accessible to persons with disabilities when performing renovation, structural 
repair, alterations, and additions to existing buildings and facilities. The provisions of Section 
11B-202 also apply to alterations to portions of the facility that are outside areas serving the 
building, including but not limited to parking lots, sidewalks, and walkways. For the purposes of 
Section 11B-202, slurry sealing, top dressing, overlaying, and restriping shall not be considered 
an alteration. However, repaving, reconstructing or replacing a parking lot shall constitute an 
alteration. 
 
(J) Wood Foundation Amendment. Section 1807.1.4 of the 2025 California Building Code is 
hereby amended to read:   
 

1807.1.4. The use of permanent wood foundation systems is prohibited. 
 
(K) Embedded Posts and Poles and Retaining Walls and Cribs Amendments. 
 

(1) Section 1807.3 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
1807.3 Wood used in retaining walls and cribs. The use of wood support posts or poles 
in all required structural retaining walls located on private property that are associated with 
habitable structures, required access roads and driveways, and required slope stability 
walls that create or protect the development envelope, is prohibited.  Although wood has 
the strength and can be calculated to show it can achieve the required safety factors, it 
does not possess the longevity or fire resistivity to more permanently resist natural forces 
and surcharges to maintain required safety factors for structural retaining wall supports in 
all locations and uses.  Where using posts or poles as columns embedded in earth or in 
concrete footings in earth is allowed, such shall be designed to resist both axial and lateral 
loads in accordance with Sections 1807.3.1 through 1807.3.3.  The prohibitions of this 
section do not apply to any retention system that may be used by public agencies. 
 
(2) Section 2304.12.5 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby added to read:   
 
2304.12.5 Wood used in retaining walls and cribs. The use of wood support posts or 
poles in all required structural retaining walls located on private property that are 
associated with habitable structures, required access roads and driveways, and required 
slope stability walls that create or protect the development envelope, is prohibited.  
Although wood has the strength and can be calculated to show it can achieve the required 
safety factors, it does not possess the longevity or fire resistivity to more permanently 
resist natural forces and surcharges to maintain required safety factors for structural 
retaining wall supports in all locations and uses.  Where using posts or poles as columns 
embedded in earth or in concrete footings in earth is allowed, such shall be designed to 
resist both axial and lateral loads in accordance with Sections 1807.3.1 through 1807.3.3 
and shall be preservative treated in accordance with AWPA U1 (Commodity Specifications 
A or F) for soil and fresh water use.  The prohibitions of this section do not apply to any 
retention system that may be used by public agencies.  

 
SECTION II 

 
Chapter 12.10.220 of the Santa Cruz County Code is hereby amended to read: 
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12.10.220 2025 California Residential Building Code adopted. 
The Residential Building Code for the County of Santa Cruz shall be the current printing of the 
2025 Edition of the California Residential Code, also known as Part 2.5 of Title 24 of the 
California Code of Regulations, including those appendices or portions thereof specifically 
adopted by a State agency or specifically adopted by the ordinance codified in this section, but 
excluding other appendices, subject to the following amendments: 
 
(A) Exempt Work Amendment. Section R105.2 of the 2025 California Residential Code is 
hereby deleted. For a list of exempt work, see SCCC 12.10.315(A). 

 
(B) Egress Door Amendment. Section R318.2 of the 2025 California Residential code is 
hereby amended to read: 
 R318.2 Egress door. Not less than one egress door shall be provided for each dwelling 
unit. The egress door shall be side-hinged and shall provide a clear width of not less than 32 
inches (813 mm) where measured between the face of the door and the stop, with the door 
open 90 degrees (1.57 rad). The clear height of the door opening shall be not less than 78 
inches (1981 mm) in height measured from the top of the threshold to the bottom of the stop. All 
other doors shall provide a clear width of not less than 30 inches where measured between the 
face of the door and the stop, with the door open 90 degrees. Egress doors shall be readily 
openable from inside the dwelling without the use of a key or special knowledge or effort. 
 
 Exceptions: 

1.   
2.  Shower doors 
3.  Except as required in Sec. R328.1.3 

 
(C) Flood-Resistant Construction Amendments. 
 

(1) General Amendments. Section R306.1 of the 2025 California Residential Code is 
hereby amended to read: 

 
R306.1 General. Buildings and structures constructed in whole or in part in flood hazard 
areas, including A or V Zones and Coastal A Zones, as established in Table R301.2, and 
substantial improvement and repair of substantial damage of buildings and structures in 
flood hazard areas, shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the provisions 
contained in this section and the floodplain regulations in Santa Cruz County Code 
Chapters 16.10 and 16.13, whichever is more restrictive. Buildings and structures that 
are located in more than one flood hazard area shall comply with the provisions 
associated with the most restrictive flood hazard area. Buildings and structures located 
in whole or in part in identified floodways shall be designed and constructed in 
accordance with ASCE 24. 
 
(2) Protection of Adjacent Properties. Section R306.1.11 is hereby added to Section 
R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.1.11 Protection of Adjacent Properties. Construction in an A or V Zone shall not 
cause damage to adjacent properties. If requested, information from a registered design 
professional shall be submitted with supporting information that adjacent properties will 
not be damaged. 
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(3) Base Flood Elevation and Design Flood Elevation. Section R306.1.12 is hereby 
added to Section R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.1.12 Base Flood Elevation and Design Flood Elevation. For the purposes of 
the Flood Resistant Construction sections of this code, base flood elevation and design 
flood elevation shall have the same meaning. 
 
(4) Flood Hazard Areas (Including A zones). The first paragraph of Section R306.2 of the 
2025California Residential Code is hereby amended to read:   
 
R306.2 Flood hazard areas (including A Zones). All areas that have been determined to 
be prone to flooding but that are not coastal high-hazard areas shall be designated as 
flood hazard areas. All buildings and structures constructed in whole or in part in flood 
hazard areas shall be designated and constructed in accordance with Sections R306.2.1 
through R306.2.6, and the floodplain regulations in Santa Cruz County Code Chapters 
16.10 and 16.13, whichever is more restrictive 
 
(5) Elevation Requirements. Section R306.2.1 of the 2025 California Residential Code is 
hereby amended to read:  
 
R306.2.1 Elevation requirements. 

 
1. Buildings and structures in flood hazard areas shall have the lowest floor 
elevated at least 2 feet (610 mm) above the base flood elevation. 
 
2. In areas of shallow flooding (AO Zones), buildings and structures shall have the 
lowest floor elevated at least 2 feet (610 mm) above the highest adjacent grade plus the 
depth number specified in feet on the FIRM, or at least 2 feet (610 mm) if a depth is not 
specified. Non-residential structures, where elevation is not feasible, shall have the 
lowest floor completely floodproofed above the highest adjacent grade at least two feet 
higher than the depth number given on the FIRM. 
 
3. Basement floors that are below grade on all sides shall be elevated at least two 
feet above the base flood elevation. 
 
Exception.  Enclosed areas below the base flood elevation, including basements whose 
floors are not below grade on all sides, shall meet the requirements of Section R306.2.2. 
 
(6) Lowest Floor Elevations Amendment. Section R306.2.5 is hereby added to 
Section R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.2.5 Lowest Floor Elevations. Upon placement of the lowest floor, including 
basement, and prior to further vertical construction, documentation verifying compliance 
with Section R306.2.1 shall be submitted to the Building Official. 
 
(7) Elevation Certificate Amendment. Section R306.2.6 is hereby added to Section 
R306 of the 2025California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.2.6 Elevation Certificate. For all new or substantially improved structures, an 
Elevation Certificate (FEMA Form 086-0-33 (7/15) or most recent update) based upon 
finished construction shall be submitted to the Department prior to receiving a final 
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inspection. The Elevation Certificate must indicate compliance with applicable FEMA 
regulations. 
 
(8) Placement of Fill Amendment. Section R306.2.7 is hereby added to Section 
R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.2.7 Placement of Fill. Notwithstanding SCCC 16.10.070(F)(7), an application to 
place more than 50 cubic yards of fill in the flood fringe may be considered if: (i) a civil 
engineered grading plan is provided, (ii) an equal volume of material (soil) is taken out of 
the flood fringe on the same or immediately adjacent property, (iii) only the minimum 
amount of fill necessary is placed, (iv) the building site is raised a minimum of 1 foot 
above the Base Flood Elevation, and (v) the engineered grading plan (with supporting 
engineering documentation) demonstrates that both fill and related excavations are 
protected from stream erosion and that there are no cumulative or other adverse 

Revision -F) from FEMA prior to issuance of the building permit. The 
approved copy of the CLOMR-F must be supplied to the Department. 
 
(9) Coastal High-Hazard Areas (Including V Zones and Coastal A Zones). Paragraph 
1 of Section R306.3 of the 2025 California Residential Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
R306.3 Coastal high-hazard areas (including V Zones and Coastal A Zones). 
Designate as coastal high hazard zones any areas that have been determined to be 
subject to high velocity wave action, wave-induced erosion or wave heights greater than 
1.5 feet (914 mm). Buildings and structures constructed in whole or in part in coastal 
high-hazard areas shall be designed and constructed in accordance with Sections 
R306.3.1 through R306.3.9, and the floodplain regulations in Santa Cruz County Code 
Chapters 16.10 and 16.13, whichever is more restrictive. 
 
(10) Location and Site Preparation Amendment. Section R306.3.1 of the 
2025California Residential Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
R306.3.1 Location and site preparation. 
 
1. New buildings and buildings that are determined to be substantially improved 
pursuant to Section R106.1.4, shall be located landward of the reach of mean high tide. 
 
2. For any alteration of sand dunes and mangrove stands the Building Official shall 
require submission of an engineering analysis which demonstrates that the proposed 
alteration will not increase potential for flood damage or damage to adjacent properties. 
 
3. For existing structures located within the reach of mean high tide, no alterations 
or additions shall be allowed in the seaward direction. 
 
(11) Construction Documents Amendment. Section R306.3.9 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
R306.3.9 Construction documents. The construction documents shall include 
documentation that is prepared and sealed by a registered design professional that the 
design and methods of construction to be used meet the applicable criteria of this 
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(12) Lowest Floor Elevations Amendment. Section R306.3.11 is hereby added to 
Section R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.3.11 Lowest Floor Elevations. Upon placement of the lowest floor, including 
basement, and prior to further vertical construction, documentation verifying compliance 
with Section R306.3.2 shall be submitted to the Building Official. 
 
(13) Final Documents Amendment. Section R306.3.12 is hereby added to Section 
R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R322.3.12 Final Documents. Prior to receiving a final inspection for all new or 
substantially improved structures, the following documents shall be submitted to the 
Department. 
 
1. An Elevation Certificate (FEMA Form 086-0-33 {7/15} or most recent update) 
based on finished construction. 
 
2. A Final V-  
 
3. A Final Non-residential Floodproofing Design Certificate (Santa Cruz County 

 
 

 
(D) Grading Amendment. Section R333 is hereby added to Chapter 3 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code to read: 

 
R333 Grading. Grading shall be in accordance with the provisions of Appendix J of the 
2025 California Building Code, as amended by Section 12.10.217 of this chapter. 
 

(E) Soils Reports/Geotechnical Investigations Amendments. 
 
(1) Soils Reports/Geotechnical Investigations Amendment. Section 401.4 of the 
2025 California Residential Code shall be amended to read as follows: 
 
R401.4 Soils tests. A Soils Report or Geotechnical Investigation shall be required as 
per Section 1803 of the 2025 California Building Code. 
 
Exceptions: The Building Official shall be permitted to waive the requirement for a 
geotechnical investigation where satisfactory data or information is available that 
demonstrates that an investigation is not necessary; however, a report will be required 
for projects involving soils that are expansive, compressible, shifting, collapsible, alluvial, 
or undocumented fill; or for projects with conditions or locations that involve landsliding, 
debris flows, ridge top shattering, shallow groundwater, adverse drainage conditions, 
coastal bluff, FEMA floodplain, or on or adjacent to slopes in excess of 30%. 
 
(2) Geotechnical Report Amendment. Section 401.4.1 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code shall be amended to read: 
 
R401.4.1 Geotechnical Report. When a geotechnical report is not required, the load 
bearing values in Table R401.4.1 shall be assumed. 
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(3) Compressible or Shifting Soil Amendment. Section 401.4.2 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code shall be amended to read: 
 
R401.4.2 Compressible or shifting soil. Instead of a complete geotechnical 
investigation, when top or subsoils are compressible or shifting, they shall be removed to 
a depth and width recommended by a soils engineer. 

 
(F) Foundations Amendments.   

 
(1) Section R403.2 of the 2025 California Residential Code is amended to read: 
 
R403.2 Footings for Wood Foundations.  Wood foundations are prohibited by SCCC 
12.10.215(M). 
 
(2) Section R404.2 of the 2025 California Residential Code is amended to read: 
 
R404.2 Wood Foundation Walls. Wood foundation walls are prohibited by SCCC 
12.10.215(M). 
 
(3) Section R405.2 of the 2025 California Residential Code is amended to read: 
 
R405.2 Wood Foundations. Wood foundations are prohibited by SCCC 12.10.215(M). 
 

(G) Underfloor Amendment.  Section R408.3 of the 2025 California Residential Code is 
amended to read: 
 
R408.3 Unvented Crawl Space
termite infestation probability shall be in accordance with Section R305.4(L)
 Seismic Amendments. 
 
(1) Seismic Reinforcing Amendment. Section R403.1.3 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code shall be amended to read: 
 
R403.1.3 Footing and stem wall reinforcing in Seismic Design Categories D0, D1, 
and D2. Concrete footings located in Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2, as 
established in Table R301.2 shall have minimum reinforcement of at least two 
continuous longitudinal reinforcing bars not smaller than No. 4 bars. Bottom 
reinforcement shall be located a minimum of 3 inches (76 mm) clear from the bottom of 
the footing. 
 
In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2 where a construction joint is created 
between a concrete footing and a stem wall, a minimum of one No. 4 bar shall be 
installed at not more than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center. The vertical bar shall extend to 3 
inches (76 mm) clear of the bottom of the footing, have a standard hook and extend a 
minimum of 14 inches (357 mm) into the stem wall. 
 
In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2 where a grouted masonry stem wall is 
supported on a concrete footing and stem wall, a minimum of one No. 4 bar shall be 
installed at not more than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center. The vertical bar shall extend to 3 
inches (76 mm) clear of the bottom of the footing and have a standard hook. 



10 
 

In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2 masonry stem walls without solid grout and 
vertical reinforcing are not permitted. 
 
Exception: In detached one- and two-family dwellings which are three stories or less in 
height and constructed with stud bearing walls, isolated plain concrete footings 
supporting columns or pedestals are permitted. 
 
(2) Seismic Design Methods. Section R602.10.2.1 of the 2025 California Residential 
Code shall be amended to add a new subsection R602.10.2.1.1 to read: 
 
R602.10.2.1.1 Limits on methods GB and PCP. In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1, 
and D2, Method GB is not permitted for use as intermittent braced wall panels, but 
gypsum board is permitted to be installed when required by this Section to be placed on 
the opposite side of the studs from other types of braced wall panel sheathing. In 
Seismic Design Categories D0, D1, and D2, the use of Method PCP, DWB, PBS, HPS 
and SFB is limited to one-story single-family dwellings or the top story of two-story 
single-family dwellings, and accessory structures. 
 
(1) 2025 
California Residential Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
TABLE R602.10.3(3)a,b,c,d 
 
d. In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1, and D2, Method GB is not permitted and the use 
of Method PCP, DWB, PBS, HPS and SFB is limited to one-story single-family dwellings 
or the top story of two-story single-family dwellings, and accessory structures. 

 
(H) Roof Assemblies Amendment  
 

(1) Roof coverings in all other areas. Section R902.1.2 of the 2025 California 
 

 
SECTION III 

 
The project to amend Santa Cruz County Code Chapter 12.10 is exempt from the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), 
because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility the enactment of the ordinance 
will have a significant effect on the environment. 
 

SECTION IV 
 

The Board of Supervisors finds that the proposed amendments to the County Code are 
consistent with other provisions of the County Code and with State law. 
 

SECTION V 
  

Should any section, clause, or provision of this ordinance be declared by the courts to be 
invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or parts thereof, other 
than the part so declared to be invalid. 
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SECTION VI
  

This ordinance shall take effect on the 31st day following final adoption. 
 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED this    day of     2026 by the 
Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Cruz by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  Supervisors: 
NOES:  Supervisors: 
ABSENT: Supervisors: 
ABSTAIN: Supervisors: 
 

______________________________________ 
      Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors 
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________________ 
  Clerk of the Board 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Office of the County Counsel 
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12.10.215 2025 California Building Code adopted. 
The current printing of the 2025 Edition of the California Building Code (CBC), also known as 
Part 2 of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, is hereby adopted, including those 
appendices or portions thereof specifically adopted by a State agency or specifically adopted by 
the ordinance codified in this section, but excluding other appendices, subject to the following 
amendments: 
 
(A) Post Damage Assessment Amendment. 2025 California Building Code is Section 101.4.9 is 

added to read: 
 

"101.4.9 Post Damage Assessment. This section established standard placards to be used to 
indicate the condition of a structure for continued occupancy. The section further authorizes the 
Building Official and their authorized representatives to post the appropriate placard at each 
entry point to a building or structure upon completion of a safety assessment. 
 
101.4.9.1 Application of Provisions. The provisions of this chapter are applicable to all buildings 
and structures of all occupancies regulated by the County of Santa Cruz. The Board of 
Supervisors may extend the provisions as necessary. 
 
101.4.9.2 Definition. Safety assessment is a visual, non-destructive examination of a building or 
structure for purpose of determining the condition for continued use or occupancy. 
 
101.4.9.3 Placards. The following are verbal descriptions of the official placards to be used to 
designate the condition for continued occupancy of buildings or structures. 
 
INSPECTED (Green) - Lawful Occupancy Permitted is to be posted on any building or structure 
wherein no apparent structural hazard has been found. This placard is not intended to mean 
that there is no damage to the building or structure. 
 
RESTRICTED USE (Yellow) - is to be posted on each building or structure that has been 
damaged wherein the damage has resulted in some form of restriction to the continued 
occupancy. The individual who posts this placard will note in general terms the type of damage 
encountered and will clearly and concisely note the restrictions on continued occupancy. 
 
UNSAFE (Red) - Do Not Enter or Occupy is to be posted on each building or structure that has 
been damaged such that continued occupancy poses a threat to life safety. Buildings or 
structures posted with this placard shall not be entered under any circumstance except as 
authorized in writing by the Building Official, or their authorized representative. Safety 
assessment teams shall be authorized to enter these buildings at any time. This placard is not 
to be used or considered as a demolition order. 
 
The placard must note in general terms the type of damage encountered, the County Code 
section violated and the following text: County of Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 (831) 454-
2260    
 
Once it has been attached to a building or structure, a placard is not to be removed, altered or 
covered until done so by an authorized representative of the Building Official. It shall be unlawful 
for any person, firm or corporation to alter, remove, cover or deface a placard unless authorized 
pursuant to this section."  
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(B) Exempt Work Amendment. Section 105.2 (1-13) of the 2025 California Building Code is 
hereby deleted. SCCC 12.10.315 continues to remain in effect as the list of exempt work. 
 
(C) Appeals Board Amendment. Sections 1.8.8 and 113 of the 2025 California Building 
Code, Sections 1.8.8 and R112 of the 2025 California Residential Code, Sections 1.8.8 and 
107.0 of the 2025 California Plumbing Code, Section 89.108.8 of the 2025 California Electrical 
Code, and Sections 1.8.8 and 107.0 of the 2025 California Mechanical Code, all relating to the 

required by Health and Safety Code Section 17920.5. 
 
(D) Repealed by Ord. 5119. 
 
(E) Toilet and Bathroom Requirements Amendment. Section 1210 of the 2025 California 
Building Code is hereby amended by adding Section 1210.4 to read: 
 

1210.4 Prohibited toilet room location. Toilet rooms shall not open directly into a room 
used for the preparation of food for service to the public. 

 
(F) Roof Assemblies Amendments. Section 1505.1 of the 2025 California Building Code is 
hereby amended to read: 

 
(1) 1505.1 General. Roof assemblies shall be divided into the classes defined 
below. Class A and B roof assemblies and roof coverings required to be listed by this 
Section shall be tested in accordance with ASTME 108 or UL 790. 
 
Table 1505.1 shall be amended to read: 
 

TABLE 1505.1a 
 

MINIMUM ROOF COVERING CLASSIFICATION FOR TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION 
 

IA IB IIA IIB IIIA IIIB IV VA VB 

B B B B B B B B B 
For SI: 1 ft = 304.8mm, 1 square foot = 0.0929m2. 
a.  Unless otherwise required in accordance with the 2025 California 

Wildland-Urban Interface Code.  
 

(2) 1505.1.2 Roof coverings within all other areas. The entire roof covering of 
every existing structure where more than 50% of the total roof area is replaced within any 
one-year period, the entire roof covering of every new structure, and any roof covering 
applied in the alteration, repair, or replacement of the roof of every existing structure, 
shall be a fire-retardant roof covering that is at least a Class B. 
 

(G) Structural Amendments. 
 

(1) Special Inspections for Concrete Construction Amendment. Section 1705.3 of the 
2025 California Building Code is hereby amended to read: 
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1705.3 Concrete Construction. The special inspections and verifications 
for concrete construction shall be as required by this section and TABLE 
1705.3. Exceptions: Special inspections shall not be required for: 
 

(a) Isolated spread concrete footings of buildings three stories or less in height 
above grade plane that are fully supported on earth or rock, where the structural 

than 2,500 pounds per square inch (psi) (17.2 Mpa). 
 
(2) Concrete Amendment. Section 1905.6.2 of the 2025 California Building Code is 

hereby amended to read: 
 
1905.6.2 Seismic Design Categories C, D, E and F. 
Structures assigned to Seismic Design Category C, D, E or F shall not have 
elements of structural plain concrete, except as follows: 
 
(a) Left intentionally blank. 
(b) Isolated footings of plain concrete supporting pedestals or columns are 

permitted, provided that the projection of the footing beyond the face of the 
supported member does not exceed the footing thickness. 

(c) (Plain concrete footings supporting walls are permitted, provided the footings 
have at least two continuous longitudinal reinforcing bars not smaller than No. 4, 
with a total area of not less than 0.002 times the gross cross-sectional area of the 
footing.  A minimum of one bar shall be provided at the top and bottom of the 
footing.  Continuity of reinforcement shall be provided at corners and 
intersections. 

 
(HG) Shear Wall Amendments: 
 

(1) Allowable Shear. Section 2306.3 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby 
amended to delete Table 2306.3(3). 
 
(2) Table 2308.10.1 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby 
amended as follows: In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2, and E, 
Method GB is not permitted and the use of method PCP, DWB, PBS, HPS 
and SFB is limited to one-story single-family dwellings or the top story of 
two-story single-family dwellings, and accessory structures. 
 
(3) Resistance to Shear. Sections 2505.1 and 2505.2 of the 2025 California Building 
Code are hereby deleted. 
 

(IH) Accessibility Amendment Width Standards for Doorways. Exception 8 of Section 
1010.1.1 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby amended to read: 
 

Except as required in R327.1.3, in other than Group R-1 occupancies, the 
minimum widths for all interior and exterior doors within a dwelling unit or 
sleeping unit that is not required to be adaptable or accessible as specified 
in Chapter 11A, or utilized as a required egress door per CBC, Section 
1010.1.1, shall be no less than 30 inches in clear width.  If, and to the 
extent that, this Subsection is inconsistent with any provision of the 
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California Building Code currently or hereafter adopted by the County of 
Santa Cruz, the more restrictive provisions shall prevail. 
 

 
 

(JI) Accessibility Amendment Alterations. Section 11B-202 of the 2025 California Building 
Code requires that building owners, property owners, and commercial landlords make buildings 
and facilities accessible to persons with disabilities when performing renovation, structural 
repair, alterations, and additions to existing buildings and facilities. The provisions of Section 
11B-202 also apply to alterations to portions of the facility that are outside areas serving the 
building, including but not limited to parking lots, sidewalks, and walkways. For the purposes of 
Section 11B-202, slurry sealing, top dressing, overlaying, and restriping shall not be considered 
an alteration. However, repaving, reconstructing or replacing a parking lot shall constitute an 
alteration. 
 
(KJ) Wood Foundation Amendment. Section 1807.1.4 of the 2025 California Building Code is 
hereby amended to read:   
 

1807.1.4. The use of permanent wood foundation systems is prohibited. 
 
(LK) Embedded Posts and Poles and Retaining Walls and Cribs Amendments. 
 

(1) Section 1807.3 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
1807.3 Wood used in retaining walls and cribs. The use of wood support posts or poles 
in all required structural retaining walls located on private property that are associated with 
habitable structures, required access roads and driveways, and required slope stability 
walls that create or protect the development envelope, is prohibited.  Although wood has 
the strength and can be calculated to show it can achieve the required safety factors, it 
does not possess the longevity or fire resistivity to more permanently resist natural forces 
and surcharges to maintain required safety factors for structural retaining wall supports in 
all locations and uses.  Where using posts or poles as columns embedded in earth or in 
concrete footings in earth is allowed, such shall be designed to resist both axial and lateral 
loads in accordance with Sections 1807.3.1 through 1807.3.3.  The prohibitions of this 
section do not apply to any retention system that may be used by public agencies. 
 
(2) Section 2304.12.5 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby added to read:   
 
2304.12.5 Wood used in retaining walls and cribs. The use of wood support posts or 
poles in all required structural retaining walls located on private property that are 
associated with habitable structures, required access roads and driveways, and required 
slope stability walls that create or protect the development envelope, is prohibited.  
Although wood has the strength and can be calculated to show it can achieve the required 
safety factors, it does not possess the longevity or fire resistivity to more permanently 
resist natural forces and surcharges to maintain required safety factors for structural 
retaining wall supports in all locations and uses.  Where using posts or poles as columns 
embedded in earth or in concrete footings in earth is allowed, such shall be designed to 
resist both axial and lateral loads in accordance with Sections 1807.3.1 through 1807.3.3 
and shall be preservative treated in accordance with AWPA U1 (Commodity Specifications 
A or F) for soil and fresh water use.  The prohibitions of this section do not apply to any 
retention system that may be used by public agencies.  
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12.10.220 2025 California Residential Building Code adopted. 
The Residential Building Code for the County of Santa Cruz shall be the current printing of the 
2025 Edition of the California Residential Code, also known as Part 2.5 of Title 24 of the 
California Code of Regulations, including those appendices or portions thereof specifically 
adopted by a State agency or specifically adopted by the ordinance codified in this section, but 
excluding other appendices, subject to the following amendments: 
 
(A) Exempt Work Amendment. Section R105.2 of the 2025 California Residential Code is 
hereby deleted. For a list of exempt work, see SCCC 12.10.315(A). 

 
(B) Egress Door Amendment. Section R318.2 of the 2025 California Residential code is 
hereby amended to read: 
 R318.2 Egress door. Not less than one egress door shall be provided for each dwelling 
unit. The egress door shall be side-hinged and shall provide a clear width of not less than 32 
inches (813 mm) where measured between the face of the door and the stop, with the door 
open 90 degrees (1.57 rad). The clear height of the door opening shall be not less than 78 
inches (1981 mm) in height measured from the top of the threshold to the bottom of the stop. All 
other doors shall provide a clear width of not less than 30 inches where measured between the 
face of the door and the stop, with the door open 90 degrees. Egress doors shall be readily 
openable from inside the dwelling without the use of a key or special knowledge or effort. 
 
 Exceptions: 

1.   
2.  Shower doors 
3.  Except as required in Sec. R328.1.3 

 
(C) Flood-Resistant Construction Amendments. 
 

(1) General Amendments. Section R306.1 of the 2025 California Residential Code is 
hereby amended to read: 

 
R306.1 General. Buildings and structures constructed in whole or in part in flood hazard 
areas, including A or V Zones and Coastal A Zones, as established in Table R301.2, and 
substantial improvement and repair of substantial damage of buildings and structures in 
flood hazard areas, shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the provisions 
contained in this section and the floodplain regulations in Santa Cruz County Code 
Chapters 16.10 and 16.13, whichever is more restrictive. Buildings and structures that 
are located in more than one flood hazard area shall comply with the provisions 
associated with the most restrictive flood hazard area. Buildings and structures located 
in whole or in part in identified floodways shall be designed and constructed in 
accordance with ASCE 24. 
 
(2) Protection of Adjacent Properties. Section R306.1.11 is hereby added to Section 
R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.1.11 Protection of Adjacent Properties. Construction in an A or V Zone shall not 
cause damage to adjacent properties. If requested, information from a registered design 
professional shall be submitted with supporting information that adjacent properties will 
not be damaged. 
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(3) Base Flood Elevation and Design Flood Elevation. Section R306.1.12 is hereby 
added to Section R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.1.12 Base Flood Elevation and Design Flood Elevation. For the purposes of 
the Flood Resistant Construction sections of this code, base flood elevation and design 
flood elevation shall have the same meaning. 
 
(4) Flood Hazard Areas (Including A zones). The first paragraph of Section R306.2 of the 
2025California Residential Code is hereby amended to read:   
 
R306.2 Flood hazard areas (including A Zones). All areas that have been determined to 
be prone to flooding but that are not coastal high-hazard areas shall be designated as 
flood hazard areas. All buildings and structures constructed in whole or in part in flood 
hazard areas shall be designated and constructed in accordance with Sections R306.2.1 
through R306.2.6, and the floodplain regulations in Santa Cruz County Code Chapters 
16.10 and 16.13, whichever is more restrictive 
 
(5) Elevation Requirements. Section R306.2.1 of the 2025 California Residential Code is 
hereby amended to read:  
 
R306.2.1 Elevation requirements. 

 
1. Buildings and structures in flood hazard areas shall have the lowest floor 
elevated at least 2 feet (610 mm) above the base flood elevation. 
 
2. In areas of shallow flooding (AO Zones), buildings and structures shall have the 
lowest floor elevated at least 2 feet (610 mm) above the highest adjacent grade plus the 
depth number specified in feet on the FIRM, or at least 2 feet (610 mm) if a depth is not 
specified. Non-residential structures, where elevation is not feasible, shall have the 
lowest floor completely floodproofed above the highest adjacent grade at least two feet 
higher than the depth number given on the FIRM. 
 
3. Basement floors that are below grade on all sides shall be elevated at least two 
feet above the base flood elevation. 
 
Exception.  Enclosed areas below the base flood elevation, including basements whose 
floors are not below grade on all sides, shall meet the requirements of Section R306.2.2. 
 
(6) Lowest Floor Elevations Amendment. Section R306.2.5 is hereby added to 
Section R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.2.5 Lowest Floor Elevations. Upon placement of the lowest floor, including 
basement, and prior to further vertical construction, documentation verifying compliance 
with Section R306.2.1 shall be submitted to the Building Official. 
 
(7) Elevation Certificate Amendment. Section R306.2.6 is hereby added to Section 
R306 of the 2025California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.2.6 Elevation Certificate. For all new or substantially improved structures, an 
Elevation Certificate (FEMA Form 086-0-33 (7/15) or most recent update) based upon 
finished construction shall be submitted to the Department prior to receiving a final 
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inspection. The Elevation Certificate must indicate compliance with applicable FEMA 
regulations. 
 
(8) Placement of Fill Amendment. Section R306.2.7 is hereby added to Section 
R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.2.7 Placement of Fill. Notwithstanding SCCC 16.10.070(F)(7), an application to 
place more than 50 cubic yards of fill in the flood fringe may be considered if: (i) a civil 
engineered grading plan is provided, (ii) an equal volume of material (soil) is taken out of 
the flood fringe on the same or immediately adjacent property, (iii) only the minimum 
amount of fill necessary is placed, (iv) the building site is raised a minimum of 1 foot 
above the Base Flood Elevation, and (v) the engineered grading plan (with supporting 
engineering documentation) demonstrates that both fill and related excavations are 
protected from stream erosion and that there are no cumulative or other adverse 

Map 
Revision -F) from FEMA prior to issuance of the building permit. The 
approved copy of the CLOMR-F must be supplied to the Department. 
 
(9) Coastal High-Hazard Areas (Including V Zones and Coastal A Zones). Paragraph 
1 of Section R306.3 of the 2025 California Residential Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
R306.3 Coastal high-hazard areas (including V Zones and Coastal A Zones). 
Designate as coastal high hazard zones any areas that have been determined to be 
subject to high velocity wave action, wave-induced erosion or wave heights greater than 
1.5 feet (914 mm). Buildings and structures constructed in whole or in part in coastal 
high-hazard areas shall be designed and constructed in accordance with Sections 
R306.3.1 through R306.3.9, and the floodplain regulations in Santa Cruz County Code 
Chapters 16.10 and 16.13, whichever is more restrictive. 
 
(10) Location and Site Preparation Amendment. Section R306.3.1 of the 
2025California Residential Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
R306.3.1 Location and site preparation. 
 
1. New buildings and buildings that are determined to be substantially improved 
pursuant to Section R106.1.4, shall be located landward of the reach of mean high tide. 
 
2. For any alteration of sand dunes and mangrove stands the Building Official shall 
require submission of an engineering analysis which demonstrates that the proposed 
alteration will not increase potential for flood damage or damage to adjacent properties. 
 
3. For existing structures located within the reach of mean high tide, no alterations 
or additions shall be allowed in the seaward direction. 
 
(11) Construction Documents Amendment. Section R306.3.9 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
R306.3.9 Construction documents. The construction documents shall include 
documentation that is prepared and sealed by a registered design professional that the 
design and methods of construction to be used meet the applicable criteria of this 
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(12) Lowest Floor Elevations Amendment. Section R306.3.11 is hereby added to 
Section R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R306.3.11 Lowest Floor Elevations. Upon placement of the lowest floor, including 
basement, and prior to further vertical construction, documentation verifying compliance 
with Section R306.3.2 shall be submitted to the Building Official. 
 
(13) Final Documents Amendment. Section R306.3.12 is hereby added to Section 
R306 of the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 
 
R322.3.12 Final Documents. Prior to receiving a final inspection for all new or 
substantially improved structures, the following documents shall be submitted to the 
Department. 
 
1. An Elevation Certificate (FEMA Form 086-0-33 {7/15} or most recent update) 
based on finished construction. 
 
2. A Final V-  
 
3. A Final Non-residential Floodproofing Design Certificate (Santa Cruz County 

 
 

(D) Lofts Amendment. 
 

(1) Title Amendment. The title of  Section R315 of the 2025 California Residential 
Code is hereby amended to read: 

 
 R315 Lofts. 
 

(2)  Lofts Amendment.  Section R315 is hereby  deleted and a new Section 315 is 
hereby added to the 2025 California Residential Code to read: 

 
 R315.6Sleeping Lofts. Sleeping lofts shall comply with the following: 
 

1. Minimum code required headroom  
2. Minimum room dimensions 7 feet in any horizontal dimension 
3. Must comply with Energy Code 
4. Must comply with Electrical Code for receptacles and lighting 
5. Stairs are required 
6. Emergency escape and rescue required 

 
(3) Storage Lofts Amendment. Section R315.7 is hereby added to the 2025 
California Residential Code to read: 

 
R315.7 Storage Lofts. Storage lofts shall comply with the following: 
 

1. Headroom to be less than 5 feet 
2. At least one dimension may not exceed 7 feet. 
3. No electrical 
4. May be within heated space 
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5. No stairs required
6. No permanent stairs or ladders allowed 

 
(4) Plant Shelfs or Display Shelfs Amendment. R315.8 is hereby added to the 2025 
California Residential Code to read: 
 
R315.8 Plant Shelfs, or Display Shelfs. Plant or Display shelfs shall comply with the 
following: 
 

1. Not more than 3 feet deep 
2. Unlimited headroom height 
3. No permanent stairs or ladders allowed 

 
(ED) Grading Amendment. Section R333 is hereby added to Chapter 3 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code to read: 

 
R333 Grading. Grading shall be in accordance with the provisions of Appendix J of the 
2025 California Building Code, as amended by Section 12.10.217 of this chapter. 
 

(FE) Soils Reports/Geotechnical Investigations Amendments. 
 
(1) Soils Reports/Geotechnical Investigations Amendment. Section 401.4 of the 
2025 California Residential Code shall be amended to read as follows: 
 
R401.4 Soils tests. A Soils Report or Geotechnical Investigation shall be required as 
per Section 1803 of the 2025 California Building Code. 
 
Exceptions: The Building Official shall be permitted to waive the requirement for a 
geotechnical investigation where satisfactory data or information is available that 
demonstrates that an investigation is not necessary; however, a report will be required 
for projects involving soils that are expansive, compressible, shifting, collapsible, alluvial, 
or undocumented fill; or for projects with conditions or locations that involve landsliding, 
debris flows, ridge top shattering, shallow groundwater, adverse drainage conditions, 
coastal bluff, FEMA floodplain, or on or adjacent to slopes in excess of 30%. 
 
(2) Geotechnical Report Amendment. Section 401.4.1 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code shall be amended to read: 
 
R401.4.1 Geotechnical Report. When a geotechnical report is not required, the load 
bearing values in Table R401.4.1 shall be assumed. 
 
(3) Compressible or Shifting Soil Amendment. Section 401.4.2 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code shall be amended to read: 
 
R401.4.2 Compressible or shifting soil. Instead of a complete geotechnical 
investigation, when top or subsoils are compressible or shifting, they shall be removed to 
a depth and width recommended by a soils engineer. 

 
(GF) Foundations Amendments.   

 
(1) Section R403.2 of the 2025 California Residential Code is amended to read: 
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R403.2 Footings for Wood Foundations.  Wood foundations are prohibited by SCCC 
12.10.215(M). 
 
(2) Section R404.2 of the 2025 California Residential Code is amended to read: 
 
R404.2 Wood Foundation Walls. Wood foundation walls are prohibited by SCCC 
12.10.215(M). 
 
(3) Section R405.2 of the 2025 California Residential Code is amended to read: 
 
R405.2 Wood Foundations. Wood foundations are prohibited by SCCC 12.10.215(M). 
 

(HG) Underfloor Amendment.  Section R408.3 of the 2025 California Residential Code is 
amended to read: 
 
R408.3 Unvented Crawl Space
termite infestation probability shall be in accordance with Section R305.4(L)
 Seismic Amendments. 
 
(1) Seismic Reinforcing Amendment. Section R403.1.3 of the 2025 California 
Residential Code shall be amended to read: 
 
R403.1.3 Footing and stem wall reinforcing in Seismic Design Categories D0, D1, 
and D2. Concrete footings located in Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2, as 
established in Table R301.2 shall have minimum reinforcement of at least two 
continuous longitudinal reinforcing bars not smaller than No. 4 bars. Bottom 
reinforcement shall be located a minimum of 3 inches (76 mm) clear from the bottom of 
the footing. 
 
In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2 where a construction joint is created 
between a concrete footing and a stem wall, a minimum of one No. 4 bar shall be 
installed at not more than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center. The vertical bar shall extend to 3 
inches (76 mm) clear of the bottom of the footing, have a standard hook and extend a 
minimum of 14 inches (357 mm) into the stem wall. 
 
In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2 where a grouted masonry stem wall is 
supported on a concrete footing and stem wall, a minimum of one No. 4 bar shall be 
installed at not more than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center. The vertical bar shall extend to 3 
inches (76 mm) clear of the bottom of the footing and have a standard hook. 
 
In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2 masonry stem walls without solid grout and 
vertical reinforcing are not permitted. 
 
Exception: In detached one- and two-family dwellings which are three stories or less in 
height and constructed with stud bearing walls, isolated plain concrete footings 
supporting columns or pedestals are permitted. 
 
(2) Seismic Design Methods. Section R602.10.2.1 of the 2025 California Residential 
Code shall be amended to add a new subsection R602.10.2.1.1 to read: 
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R602.10.2.1.1 Limits on methods GB and PCP. In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1, 
and D2, Method GB is not permitted for use as intermittent braced wall panels, but 
gypsum board is permitted to be installed when required by this Section to be placed on 
the opposite side of the studs from other types of braced wall panel sheathing. In 
Seismic Design Categories D0, D1, and D2, the use of Method PCP, DWB, PBS, HPS 
and SFB is limited to one-story single-family dwellings or the top story of two-story 
single-family dwellings, and accessory structures. 
 
(1) 2025 
California Residential Code is hereby amended to read: 
 
TABLE R602.10.3(3)a,b,c,d 
 
d. In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1, and D2, Method GB is not permitted and the use 
of Method PCP, DWB, PBS, HPS and SFB is limited to one-story single-family dwellings 
or the top story of two-story single-family dwellings, and accessory structures. 

 
(IH) Roof Assemblies Amendment  
 

(1) Roof coverings in all other areas. Section R902.1.2 of the 2025 California 
 

 
 
 
 



NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To: Clerk of the Board 
701 Ocean Street, Room 500 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

Project Name:   Amendment of Santa Cruz County Code Chapter 12.10 
deleting specific local amendments to the 2025 California Building Standards Code 

Project Location: Countywide 

Assessor Parcel No.: Not applicable 

Project Applicant:  County of Santa Cruz 

Project Description: Ordinance amending Chapter 12.10 of the Santa Cruz County Code, 
for the purpose of deleting specific local amendments of the 2025 California Building 
Standards Code 

Agency Approving Project:  County of Santa Cruz 

County Contact: David Carlson Telephone No. (831) 454-3173 

Date Completed:    

This is to advise that the County of Santa Cruz Board of Supervisors has approved the above-
described project on     (date) and found the project to be exempt from CEQA 
under the following criteria: 

Exempt status: (check one) 
 The proposed activity is not a project under CEQA Guidelines Section 15378. 
 The proposed activity is not subject to CEQA as specified under CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15060 (c). 
 The proposed activity is exempt from CEQA as specified under CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15061(b)(3). 
 Ministerial Project involving only the use of fixed standards or objective measurements 

without personal judgment. 
 Statutory Exemption other than a Ministerial Project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15260 

to 15285).  
Specify type: 

 Categorical Exemption 

Reasons why the project is exempt: 

These ordinance amendments are exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) 
because the activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which 
have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. It can be seen with 
certainty that there is no possibility that the adoption of the State codes with local amendments 
may have a significant effect on the environment. Therefore, the activity is not subject to CEQA. 

None of the conditions described in Section 15300.2 apply to this project. 

Signature:       Date:       
Title:  Resource Planner 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

April 28, 2026

ACTION SUMMARY MINUTES 

INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 

1. CALL TO ORDER- 9:00 AM

Attendance Attendee Name

Present Manu Koenig, First District Supervisor
Kimberly De Serpa, Second District Supervisor
Justin Cummings, Third District Supervisor 
Felipe Hernandez, Fourth District Supervisor
Monica Martinez, Fifth District Supervisor 

2. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. CONSIDERATION OF LATE ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA; ADDITIONS AND 
DELETIONS TO CONSENT AND REGULAR AGENDAS 

Item 21 – deleted from Regular Agenda (packet pages 174-184)

4. ANNOUNCEMENT BY BOARD MEMBERS OF ITEMS REMOVED FROM 
CONSENT TO REGULAR AGENDA
 
None

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
12 people addressed the board in chambers 
  6 people addressed the board via zoom 

6. ACTION ON THE CONSENT AGENDA (ITEMS 13-38)

 

REGULAR AGENDA 
Scheduled and Regular Departmental items – 9:00 AM or thereafter

7. Consider update on the County’s use of artificial intelligence and the County 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Elevation and Standardization Workplan 2026 for 
enterprise AI deployment, and take related actions (Information Services 
Department)

Actions:  
1. Received an update on the County’s use of artificial intelligence, including 

progress since the April 2025 report; 
2. Accepted and file the County Artificial Intelligence (AI) Elevation and 

Standardization Workplan 2026 to guide enterprise deployment of AI tools 
and governance across County departments; 
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9. Hold public hearing to consider approving in concept an "Ordinance of the Board 
of Supervisors of the County of Santa Cruz Amending Chapter 12.10 of the Santa 
Cruz County Code to Delete Specific Local Amendments to the 2025 California 
Building Standards Code," confirm the proposal is exempt from requirements of 
the California Environmental Quality Act, and take related actions (Community 
Development and Infrastructure - Planning) 

Actions:
1. Held a public hearing to consider proposed ordinance amending Chapter 

12.10 of the Santa Cruz County Code; 
 

2. Approved in concept an "Ordinance of the Board of Supervisors of the 
County of Santa Cruz Amending Chapter 12.10 of the Santa Cruz County 
Code to Delete Specific Local Amendments of the 2025 California 
Building Standards Code”; Adopt the attached Notice of Exemption 
finding that adoption of the proposed ordinance is exempt from further 
environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), and direct staff to file the CEQA Notice of Exemption with the 
Clerk of the Board;
 

3. Directed the Clerk of the Board to publish the Notice of Proposed 
Ordinance Summary in a newspaper of general circulation at least five 
days prior to the second reading and final adoption no later than May 14, 
2026, pursuant to Government Code 25124; 
 

4. Directed the Clerk of the Board to schedule the ordinance for second 
reading and final adoption on May 19, 2026;
 

5. Directed the Director of Community Development and Infrastructure to 
submit the ordinance to the California Building Standards Commission; 
and 
 

6. Directed staff to have the Housing Advisory Commission and the 
Contractor Stakeholder Group review the local amendments and provide 
any further recommendations to the Board.
 

Public Comment:  
No one addressed the Board in chambers
No one people addressed the Board via Zoom 

 
RESULT: Approved [5 to 0]
MOTION/SECOND: Koenig, De Serpa 
AYES: Koenig, De Serpa, Cummings, Hernandez, Martinez 
NAYES: None 
ABSTAIN: None  


