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Application #: 201378 
APN: 039-102-43 & 039-102-21 
Owner: County of Santa Cruz 
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Required Approvals 
 
The project requires Commercial Development Permit to establish a nonresidential use at the 
site.  
 
Approval of Variances are required to reduce the front, side, and rear yards by six feet from the 
required setback of 20 feet to 14 feet. 
 
Approval of a Master Site Plan by the Planning Commission accompanied by a finding of 
General Plan consistency pursuant to Section 65402 of the California Government Code is 
required for a new conditionally permitted use in the PF (Public Facilities) zone district.  
 
Preliminary Grading Review is required per Santa Cruz County (SCCC) Chapter 16.20 to assess 
and place conditions of approval on the proposed grading work associated with the project.  
 
Per SCCC Chapter 13.11 Design Review is required for all County projects including public 
buildings. 
 
A Sign Exception is required per SCCC 13.10.587 to permit 196.5 square feet of cumulative sign 
area where the zone district allows only 50 square feet.  
 
Project Background  
 
In 1973, the existing Aptos Branch Library building was approved pursuant to Use Permit 4757-
U. In 2008, a Minor Variation (08-0316) to Use Permit 4757-U was approved to expand the 
parking area onto the adjacent parcel (APN 039-102-21) to provide sufficient parking for the 
existing library facility. 
 
Zoning & General Plan Consistency 
 
The subject properties consist of two abutting lots measuring approximately 43,438 square feet 
(1.007 acre) and 10,424 square feet (0.24 acre) in size respectively. The library building is 
located on APN No. 039-102-43 in the PF (Public Facilities) zone district, a designation in which 
libraries are conditionally permitted. The proposed library would replace an existing library use 
and is a conditionally permitted use within the zone district and the zoning is consistent with the 
site's P (Public Facilities) General Plan designation. A portion of the associated parking lot is 
located on APN No. 039-102-21 in the PA (Professional Administrative Office), a designation in 
which libraries are also conditionally permitted, consistent with the C-O (Professional 
Administrative Office) General Plan designation. 
 
The PF zone district contains standard minimum 10-foot setback requirements for all yards; 
however, pursuant to SCCC 13.10.363(B)(2), on PF-zoned parcels adjacent to residential 
districts, all minimum yards are increased to 20 feet. The northeast property line of the project 
site is bordered by a residential (R-1-8) zone district; thus, all required setbacks are 20 feet.  
 
A summary of the required and proposed site and development standards relevant to the project 
are summarized in the table below:  
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