
 
County of Santa Cruz - Community Development & Infrastructure - Planning Division 

701 Ocean Street, 4th Floor, Santa Cruz CA 95060 

 

 

 

 

 

Applicant:  Seth Noble Agenda Date:  May 24, 2023 

Owner:  Cheryl and Seth Noble Agenda Item #:  2 

APNs:  064-201-14, 064-201-20 Time:  After 9:30 a.m. 

Site Address:  1704 Felton Quarry Road, Felton 

 

Project Description:  Proposal to rezone two parcels, APNs 064-201-20 and 064-201-14, totaling 

43.37 acres, from the SU (Special Use) zone district to the TP (Timber Harvest) zone district. 

 

Location:   Properties are located just northwest of APN 064-201-83 (1704 Felton Quarry Road) 

 

Permits Required:  Zoning Map Amendment 

 

Supervisorial District:  5th District (District Supervisor: Bruce McPherson) 

 

Staff Recommendation: 

• Adopt the attached resolution (Exhibit F), sending a recommendation to the Board of 

Supervisors to approve Application 221359, to adopt the ordinance rezoning the parcels 

from the Special Use (SU) zone district to the TP (Timber Production) zone district 

(Exhibit G), and to determine that the proposal exempt from further review under the 

Environmental Quality Act.  

 

Project Description & Setting  

 

The subject parcels are located approximately 1.2 miles west of the intersection of Highway 9 and 

San Lorenzo Boulevard in the San Lorenzo Valley Planning area, and approximately 0.6 miles 

east of the intersection of Pineridge Road and Empire Grade in Bonny Doon.  Development in the 

vicinity of the parcels is varied; the site is accessed through a residential neighborhood to the east, 

and is bound by an active quarry to the south and vacant timber production zoned parcels to the 

north.  

 

The larger of the two parcels, APN 064-201-20, is approximately 28-acres in size. The smaller 

parcel, APN 064-201-14, is approximately 15-acres in size. The parcels are contiguous and are 

similar in terms of topography and vegetation.  Both parcels are notably steep, exceeding 50 

percent slope over the majority of the project site. Both parcels have historically been used for 

timber production, with the last harvest occurring circa 1995 under Timber Harvest Permit Number 

1-95-429. The parcels are bordered by TP zoned parcels to the north and west and are partially 

bordered by an active quarry with an M-3 (Mineral Extraction Industrial) zoning designation to 

the south. The east side of APN 064-201-20 is bordered by an undeveloped SU zoned parcel.  

 

The proposed project would rezone both parcels from the SU (Special Use) zone district to the TP 

(Timber Production) zone district, for the purpose of facilitating timber harvesting on the parcels.  
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The applicant’s representative, Dennis McCorkle (Registered Professional Forester #3120), 

submitted the requisite materials to support a TP rezone. Among the materials submitted is a letter 

(Exhibit F) prepared by Mr. McCorkle, which declares the property suitable for harvest and meets 

the minimum stocking standards described in Section 461 of Public Resources Code and 

referenced in subsection C(3) of SCCC 13.10.375 (Special standards and conditions for the Timber 

Production TP District).  

 

Zoning & General Plan Consistency 

 

Both parcels are presently zoned SU (Special Use) with R-M (Mountain Residential) General Plan 

designations. SU and TP are implementing zone districts for the R-M General Plan designation; 

therefore, the proposed project would result in parcels zoned consistent with their General Plan 

designations. 

 

Timber harvesting is presently prohibited in the SU zone district but was allowed under a previous 

iteration of the County’s Zoning regulations.  

 

Zoning Map Amendment 

 

Proposals to amend the County’s Zoning Map require that the project conform with the regulations 

outlined in Santa Cruz County Code Section 13.10.215 (Zoning Plan Amendments), which 

mandates, at a minimum, three findings of approval. These findings, included on page 5 of this 

report (Exhibit B), ensure consistency with the General Plan and existing land uses in the vicinity. 

Staff are in support of the project, and the findings for a Zoning Plan Amendment can be made, in 

that the subject parcels have demonstrated a history of successful timber production, with a 

successful harvest within the last 30 years, and in that the parcels are presently deemed 

unbuildable. Permanent development on either parcel would be significantly constrained, if not 

precluded by, the challenges of developing on steep parcels, including the challenges presented in 

locating suitable sites for buildings, roads, and septic systems.  

 

The proposal is not subject to consideration under the “Adjacency Rezoning” regulations described 

in Government Code Section 51113, which limits a jurisdiction’s ability to place additional 

requirements or conditions on specific types of timber production rezoning applications. 

 

Conclusion 

 

As proposed and conditioned, the project is consistent with all applicable codes and policies of the 

Zoning Ordinance and General Plan/LCP. Please see Exhibit "B" ("Findings") for a complete 

listing of findings and evidence related to the above discussion. 

 

Staff Recommendation 

 

• Adopt the attached resolution (Exhibit F), sending a recommendation to the Board of 

Supervisors to approve Application 221359, to adopt the ordinance rezoning the parcels 

from the Special Use (SU) zone district to the TP (Timber Production) zone district 

(Exhibit G), and to determine that the proposal exempt from further review under the 

Environmental Quality Act.  
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Supplementary reports and information referred to in this report are on file and available 

for viewing at the Santa Cruz County Planning Division, and are hereby made a part of the 

administrative record for the proposed project. 

 

The County Code and General Plan, as well as hearing agendas and additional information 

are available online at:  www.sccoplanning.com 

 

 

Report Prepared By:        

 Evan Ditmars 

Santa Cruz County Planning 

701 Ocean Street, 4th Floor 

Santa Cruz CA   95060 

Phone Number: (831) 454-3227 

E-mail:  evan.ditmars@santacruzcounty.us 

 

 

Report Reviewed By:        

Jocelyn Drake 

Principal Planner 

Development Review 

Santa Cruz County Planning 

 

 

 

Exhibits 

 

A. Categorical Exemption (CEQA determination) 

B. Findings 

C. Conditions 

D. Foresters Report, Prepared by DKM Forestry, dated January 15, 2023 

E. Assessor's, Location, Zoning and General Plan Maps 

F. Planning Commission Resolution 

G. Ordinance for Proposed Rezoning 

H. Parcel information 
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 
 
The Santa Cruz County Planning Division has reviewed the project described below and has 
determined that it is exempt from the provisions of CEQA as specified in Sections 15061 - 15332 
of CEQA for the reason(s) which have been specified in this document. 
 
Application Number:  221359 
Assessor Parcel Number:  064-201-14, 064-201-20 
Project Location:  1704 Felton Quarry Road, Felton 
 
Project Description: Proposal to rezone two parcels from SU to TP  
 
Person or Agency Proposing Project:  Seth Noble 
 
Contact Phone Number:  831-431-3396 
 
A.             The proposed activity is not a project under CEQA Guidelines Section 15378. 
B.             The proposed activity is not subject to CEQA as specified under CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15060 (c). 
C.             Ministerial Project involving only the use of fixed standards or objective 

measurements without personal judgment. 
D.       X    Statutory Exemption other than a Ministerial Project (CEQA Guidelines Section 

15260 to 15285).  
  
E.      __    Categorical Exemption 
 
Specify type: Article 18, Section 15264 

F. Reasons why the project is exempt: 
 
Section 15264. Timberland Preserves: Local agencies are exempt from the requirement to 
prepare an EIR or Negative Declaration on the adoption of timberland preserve zones under 
Government Code Section 51100 et seq. (Gov. Code, Sec. 51119).  
 
The proposed project would change the zoning designation of two parcels from Special Use (SU) 
to Timber Production (TP) for the purpose of facilitating a timber harvest. 
 
In addition, none of the conditions described in Section 15300.2 apply to this project. 
 
 
_____________________________________ Date:___________________________ 
Evan Ditmars, Project Planner

PLN030
Text Box
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APN: 064-201-14, 064-201-20 
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EXHIBIT B 

Zoning Plan Amendment Findings 
 

1. The proposed zone district will allow a density of development and types of uses which 

are compatible with the objectives, policies and programs, and land use designations of 

the adopted General Plan, and conforms with, and is adequate to carry out, the coastal 

resource protection provisions of the certified Land Use Plan. 

 

This finding can be made in that the proposed TP Zoning designation is consistent with the R-M 

(Mountain Residential) General Plan designation. The application does not include a proposal for 

development. The subject parcels are bordered by TP zoned parcels to the north and west and are 

partially bordered by an active quarry with an M-3 (Mineral Extraction Industrial) zoning 

designation to the south. The east side of APN 064-201-20 is bordered by an undeveloped SU 

zoned parcel, and the nearest adjacent homes are approximately 940-feet from the eastern property 

line and 550 feet from the north property line. Future timber harvests, which would be evaluated 

and approved by CalFire via a Timber Harvest Plan, would not present a conflict with existing 

uses in the area. 

 

2. The proposed zone district is compatible with the level of utilities and community 

services available to the land. 

 

The proposal does not include development or uses which would require community services.  

 

 

One or more of the following findings must be made: 

 

(a) The character of development in the area where the land is located has changed or is 

changing to such a degree that the public interest will be better served by a different zone 

district; 

 

The proposed rezoning allows the highest and best use of a property which is otherwise 

unbuildable. The sloped and forested land would limit, if not prevent, residential development and 

uses. As supported by the Forester’s Letter (Exhibit D), the timber resources on the site are 

sufficient for harvest.  

 

(b) The proposed rezoning is necessary to provide for a community-related use which was 

not anticipated when the zoning plan was adopted; 

 

(c) The present zoning is the result of an error; 

 

(d) The present zoning is inconsistent with designation on the General Plan; 

 

(e) The proposed rezoning is in the best interests of the public health, safety or welfare; 

 

The proposal to rezone the property would facilitate a commercial timber harvest. The resulting 

timber harvest would result in specialized forest management resulting in reduced fuel loads and 

increased fire safety. Under current conditions, the parcels are unbuildable and there is little 

incentive to implement sitewide management.  
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EXHIBIT B 

(f) A rezoning from nonresidential to residential use is appropriate in that the site has low 

commercial potential as reflected by existing vacancies, or outdated low value 

improvements, or low employment density, or low market demand for commercial use of 

the site; or 

 

(g) The site will accommodate housing type(s) that are needed to house the local workforce 

in support of the local economy. 
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Application #: 221359 

APN: 064-201-14, 064-201-20 

Owner: Cheryl and Seth Noble 

EXHIBIT C 

Conditions of Approval 
 

Exhibit D:   Project letter and plans, prepared by DKM Forestry, dated 1-15-24 

 

I. This permit authorizes the rezoning of APNs 064-201-14 and 064-201-20, from the SU 

(Special Use) zone district to the TP (Timber Production) zone district, as indicated on the 

approved Exhibit "D" for this permit. This approval does not confer legal status on any 

existing structure(s) or existing use(s) on the subject property that are not specifically 

authorized by this permit. Prior to exercising any rights granted by this permit including, 

without limitation, any construction or site disturbance, the applicant/owner shall: 

 

A. Sign, date, and return to Santa Cruz County Planning one copy of the approval to 

indicate acceptance and agreement with the conditions thereof. 

 

B. Provide evidence of combination of parcels into one Assessor’s parcel number. 

 

C. Complete and record a Declaration of Restriction to retain APNs 064-201-14 and 

064-201-20 as one parcel. You may not alter the wording of this declaration. 

Follow the instructions to record and return the form to Santa Cruz County 

Planning. 

 

II. Operational Conditions 

 

A. In the event that future County inspections of the subject property disclose 

noncompliance with any Conditions of this approval or any violation of the County 

Code, the owner shall pay to the County the full cost of such County inspections, 

including any follow-up inspections and/or necessary enforcement actions, up to 

and including permit revocation. 

 

B. Upon the fifth anniversary of the signing of the agreement, the Board shall 

determine whether the parcel meets the timber stocking standards in effect on the 

date that the agreement was signed. If the parcel fails to meet the timber stocking 

standards, the Board shall immediately rezone the parcel and specify a new zone 

for the parcel, which is in conformance with the General Plan/Local Coastal 

Program Land Use Plan and whose primary use is other than timberland. 

 

C. Prior to commencing any timber operations, the applicant shall obtain the necessary 

approvals from the California Department of Forestry.  

 

III. Indemnification  

 

The applicant/owner shall indemnify, defend with counsel approved by the COUNTY, and 

hold harmless the COUNTY, its officers, employees, and agents from and against any 

claim (including reasonable attorney’s fees, expert fees, and all other costs and fees of 

litigation), against the COUNTY, its officers, employees, and agents arising out of or in 

connection to this development approval or any subsequent amendment of this 

development approval which is requested by the applicant/owner, regardless of the 

COUNTY’s passive negligence, but excepting such loss or damage which is caused by the 
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Owner: Cheryl and Seth Noble 

EXHIBIT C 

sole active negligence or willful misconduct of the COUNTY. Should the COUNTY in its 

sole discretion find the applicant’s/owner’s legal counsel unacceptable, then the 

applicant/owner shall reimburse the COUNTY its costs of defense, including without 

limitation reasonable attorney’s fees, expert fees, and all other costs and fees of litigation. 

The applicant/owner shall promptly pay any final judgment rendered against the COUNTY 

(and its officers, employees, and agents) covered by this indemnity obligation. It is 

expressly understood and agreed that the foregoing provisions are intended to be as broad 

and inclusive as is permitted by the law of the State of California and will survive 

termination of this development approval.  

 

A. The COUNTY shall promptly notify the applicant/owner of any claim, action, or 

proceeding against which the COUNTY seeks to be defended, indemnified, or held 

harmless.  The COUNTY shall cooperate fully in such defense.  

 

B. Nothing contained herein shall prohibit the COUNTY from participating in the 

defense of any claim, action, or proceeding if both of the following occur: 

 

1. COUNTY bears its own attorney's fees and costs; and 

 

2. COUNTY defends the action in good faith. 

 

C. Settlement.  The applicant/owner shall not be required to pay or perform any 

settlement unless such applicant/owner has approved the settlement. When 

representing the COUNTY, the applicant/owner shall not enter into any stipulation 

or settlement modifying or affecting the interpretation or validity of any of the terms 

or conditions of the development approval without the prior written consent of the 

COUNTY. 

 

D. Successors Bound.  The “applicant/owner” shall include the applicant and/or the 

owner and the successor’(s) in interest, transferee(s), and assign(s) of the applicant 

and/or the owner.   
 

Minor variations to this permit which do not affect the overall concept or density may be approved by the Planning 

Director at the request of the applicant or staff in accordance with Chapter 18.10 of the County Code. 

 

Please note: This permit expires three years from the effective date listed below unless the 

conditions of approval are complied with and the use commences before the expiration date. 

 

Approval Date:       

 

Effective Date:       

 

Expiration Date:        

 

 
Appeals:  Any property owner, or other person aggrieved, or any other person whose interests are adversely affected 

by any act or determination of the Planning Commission, may appeal the act or determination to the Board of 

Supervisors in accordance with chapter 18.10 of the Santa Cruz County Code. 
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DKM Forestry 483 Spruce St. 
                 Registered Professional Forester 3120 Half Moon Bay, CA. 94019 
  
 (650) 703-1452 
  
 dennis@dkmforestry.com  

dkmforestry.com 

DKM Forestry 

Timber Management Plan 
Lands of Noble-APN#’s 064-201-14 & 064-201-20 

Prepared by Dennis McCorkle, Registered Professional Forester #3120 
8-17-2022 
Revised 1-15-2023 
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1 
Noble Timber Management Plan 

DKM Forestry 

 

Introduction: I have been hired to assist landowners Seth and Cheryl Noble in rezoning Santa Cruz 
County Assessor parcel numbers (APN) 064-201-14 & 064-201-20. The parcels are listed on the County’s 
GIS site as 15.23 acres and 28.14 acres, respectively and are both currently zoned as SU. The two parcels 
are contiguous in size and total 43.37 acres. Seth and Cheryl Noble are the owners of both parcels.  
Additionally, both subject parcels are adjacent to existing zoned TP parcels including APN’s: 064-201-78, 
064-201-37, 064-201-79, and 064-201-80. 

 

 

General Property Description: The property consists of a redwood/Douglas-fir forest mixed with 
hardwoods, principally tanoak, madrone, and live oak with minor amounts of maple and bay laurel. 
There are additionally Douglas-fir dominated areas with an understory of tan oak.  

Soils in the harvest area are loams and sandy loams derived primarily from quartz diorite. The soils are 
considered productive timberland soils. The topography is generally steep, but the plan area also 
contains several large, moderately sloped bows near the ridgetops on either side of Shinglemill Creek, 
and a 2-3 acre flat at the terminus of the main Class II watercourse (Shinglemill Creek). All the larger, 
more recent slides have been previously located on previous harvest maps and appear to remain 
relatively stable. Elevation ranges from 1300 feet at the uppermost yarder pad to approximately 600 
feet in the bottom of Shinglemill Creek at the eastern border of the property.   

No fish or fish habitat occurs in or immediately adjacent to the property boundary. There are no in-
stream water users within 1000’ downstream of the property boundary. The property is within the 
Shinglemill Gulch watershed, which is a tributary to the San Lorenzo River. The Class II watercourses are 
deeply incised and have a high boulder and cobble component because of the surrounding quartz 
diorite parent material. In-stream sandy sediments occur at least partially because of minor inner gorge 
slide activity.  

The area immediately south and west of the property is within the Gold Gulch Drainage and is owned in 
part by the Felton Quarry. Lands to the north are owned by the Erickson family and remain as uncut, 
second-growth redwood. All areas east of the project area are various subdivisions comprising the 
outskirts of Felton.  

 

 

Timber Harvest History: The majority of the second growth forest is roughly 130 years old and appears 
to have two previous harvest entries following the turn-of-the-century clear-cut. The first harvest being 
in the 1950’s focusing on Douglas-fir removal, and the second being in the 1990’s which saw a selective 
redwood and Douglas-fir harvest.  

The redwood stand is almost entirely second growth resulting from the turn-of-the-century clear-cuts. 
The Douglas-fir seems to have resulted from the competitive advantage following clear-cuts. 
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2 
Noble Timber Management Plan 

DKM Forestry 

Management Objectives and Goals: Upon the successful rezoning of the property, the Nobles will 
continue to manage the forest for high-quality forest products, while enhancing aesthetic and wildlife 
values. Although state laws allow for a harvest every 10-years, it is advised that the cutting cycle be 
maintained nearer a 15-year interval to maximize the volume removed within each cycle and to 
minimize residual impacts. Future harvests shall focus on the following objectives: 

• Prescribe and implement a forest improvement program to consistently improve stocking, 
maintain and increase tree vigor, and maximize growth. 

• Maintain a healthy and vigorous forest of well-spaced trees growing at the highest rates 
feasible considering the other values of the forest. 

• Restore and enhance the timber resource and understory species from past fire damages and 
reduce future fire hazards, creating a healthy and resilient forest. 

• Maintain a high degree of aesthetic consideration during all aspects of forest management.  
• Maintain and improve wildlife habitat where possible as part of continuing forest management. 

 

Recommended Logging System 

Appropriate logging systems shall incorporate a mix of tractor and cable yarding in order to reach all of 
the timber, and minimize impacts to the property.  

 

 

Present and Future Stand Conditions: In early August 2022, I visited the property to conduct a logging 
feasibility analysis, establish timberland characteristics and inventory the current timber stocking levels.  
I inventoried 5 fixed area plots measuring height, diameter, and percent defect. A smaller subset of 
growth inventory was collected using an increment borer to determine the approximate growth 
capability of the timberland. The inventory was then processed to determine current stocking levels 
(volume per acre) and growth capability (accrued volume per acre per year) on the parcels. The results 
of this data are discussed below.  

 

 

Timber Stocking: To rezone a property to the “Timber Production” zoning a property must meet the 
timber stocking standards set forth in Section 4561 of the Public Resources Code. Section 4561 states in 
part: 

“The average residual basal area, measured in stems one inch or larger in diameter…in areas 
which the registered professional forester has determined are Site II classification or lower, the 
minimum average residual basal area shall be 50 square feet per acre. Rock outcroppings and 
other areas not normally bearing timber shall not be considered as requiring stocking.”  

The current redwood stocking on the timbered portions of the parcels average 329 square feet per acre. 
The residual basal area following any future harvest is not expected to drop below 150 square feet per 
acre, which well exceeds the minimum stocking standards per PRC 4561. 
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3 
Noble Timber Management Plan 

DKM Forestry 

Timberland: To rezone a property to TP, the property must meet the definition of “timberland”. 
California Government Code Section 51104 defines timberland as:  

“Privately owned land capable of growing an average annual volume of wood fiber of at least 15 
cubic feet per acre.”  

The parcels proposed for rezoning are capable of growing an average annual volume of wood fiber of 
136 cubic feet per acre and therefore meet and exceed the definition of timberland and the State’s 
stocking standards.  

 

Compatible Use: Current property use of the parcels include watershed, wildlife habitat and timberland. 
The property is open space land comprised of a mixed redwood/Douglas-fir forest with a mixed 
hardwood understory. The previous harvest occurred approximately 25 years ago and was selectively 
harvested under THP 1-95-429-SCR (attached). Existing harvest infrastructure, including landings, tractor 
skid trails, and haul roads are present throughout the property from the previous harvest. The existing 
infrastructure is suitable to facilitate future harvests. The current and future planned use of the property 
is expected to be compatible with growing and harvesting timber.  

 

Conclusion: The property is well suited for future timber management. The property has been 
selectively managed for second growth timber in the past and the forest resources are healthy and 
vigorous resulting in productive-growth rates. The Nobles have indicated that they want to manage the 
timber resource and stand conditions warrant a harvest. Harvest operations are planned to commence 
upon the successful rezone to TP, and/or the approval of the appropriate CALFIRE Harvesting Permit. 

  

 

 

Thank You, 

 

Dennis McCorkle 
 Registered Professional Forester # 3120 
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LocationNoble Rezone
APN 064-201-14: LOCATED WITHIN PORTIONS OF Cañada del Rincon en el Rio San Lorenzo de Santa Cruz (projected as
  SEC 20), T 10S, R 2W
APN 064-201-20: LOCATED WITHIN PORTIONS OF Cañada del Rincon en el Rio San Lorenzo de Santa Cruz (projected as
  SEC 21) & 28, T 10S, R 2W
MDB&M. USGS FELTON QUAD. SANTA CRUZ COUNTY.

Date: 8/16/2022

0 2,000 4,0001,000
Feet IProperty Boundary

Subject Parcel
064-201-14

Subject Parcel
064-201-20
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BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION  

OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

RESOLUTION NO.________ 

 

On the motion of Commissioner: 

duly seconded by Commissioner: 

the following Resolution is adopted: 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

SENDING RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

ON PROPOSED REZONING 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has held a public hearing on Application No. 221359, an 

application to rezone two parcels, APNs 064-201-14 and 063-121-20, from the SU (Special Use) 

zone district to the TP (Timber Production) zone district. The subject parcels are located just north of 

1704 Felton Quarry Road in the San Lorenzo Valley Planning Area. 

 

   WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has considered all testimony and evidence received at the 

public hearing and detailed in the attached staff report.  

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission recommends that the 

Board of Supervisors determine the proposal is exempt from further environmental review under the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15264, Statutory Exemption for 

Timberland Preserves.  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission recommends that the Board of 

Supervisors adopt the attached Ordinance amending the County’s Zoning Plan and Map pursuant to 

Santa Cruz County Code Section 13.10.215.  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission incorporates the findings on the 

proposed Zoning Map Amendment as contained in the Report to the Planning Commission and in 

Section II of the attached Ordinance.  

 

     PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the County of Santa Cruz, State 

of California, this _______ day of _________, 2023, by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  COMMISSIONERS 

NOES:  COMMISSIONERS 

ABSENT: COMMISSIONERS 

ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONERS 

__________________________________ 

Rene Shepherd, Chairperson 

 

ATTEST: ___________________________ 

 JOCELYN DRAKE, Secretary 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

___________________________________ 

COUNTY COUNSEL 
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EXHIBIT G 

 

ORDINANCE NO. ________________ 

 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING ZONING PLAN AND MAP PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 

13.10 OF THE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY CODE CHANGING FROM ONE ZONE 

DISTRICT TO ANOTHER 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Cruz ordains as follows: 

 

SECTION I 

 

The Board of Supervisors finds that the public convenience, necessity and general welfare require 

the amendment of the County zoning plan and map pursuant to Santa Cruz County Code section 

13.10.215, to maintain a stable, desirable, well-balanced pattern of development throughout the 

County. The Board of Supervisors desires to implement the policies of the County General Plan 

and Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan regarding two vacant parcels located approximately 1.2 

miles west of the intersection of Highway 9 and San Lorenzo Boulevard in the San Lorenzo Valley 

Planning area, and approximately 0.6 miles east of the intersection of Pineridge Road and Empire 

Grade in Bonny Doon, and that the zoning to be established herein is consistent with all elements 

of the California Government Code, Santa Cruz County General Plan, and the Santa Cruz County 

Code. 

 

SECTION II 

 

The Board of Supervisors hereby adopts the Zoning Plan Amendment as described in Section III, 

and adopts the findings in support thereof without modification as set forth below: 

 

1. The proposed zone district will allow a density of development and types of uses which 

are compatible with the objectives, policies and programs, and land use designations of the 

adopted General Plan, and conforms with, and is adequate to carry out, the coastal resource 

protection provisions of the certified Land Use Plan; and 

 

2. The proposed zone district is appropriate for the level of utilities and community services 

available to the land; and 

 

3. The character of development in the area where the land is located has changed or is 

changing to such a degree that the public interest will be better served by a different zone 

district; and  

 

4. The proposed rezoning maintains and provides for priority uses consistent with Sections 

2.22.1 and 2.22.2 of the certified Land Use Plan. 

 

5. The property meets the requirements of Government Code section 51113.5 and County 
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EXHIBIT G 

Code Section 13.10.375(c). 

 

SECTION III 

 

Chapter 13.10 - Zoning Regulations of the Santa Cruz County Code is hereby amended by 

amending Section 13.10.210 - Zoning Plan to change the following properties from the existing 

zone district to the new zone districts as follows: 

 

 

Assessor’s Parcel Numbers Existing Zone District New Zone District 

064-201-14 and  

064-201-20 

SU (Special Use) TP (Timber Production) 

SECTION IV 

 

This ordinance shall take effect on the 31st day after the date of final passage. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS              day of                           2023, by the Board of Supervisors 

of the County of Santa Cruz by the following vote: 

 

 

AYES: SUPERVISORS 

NOES: SUPERVISORS 

ABSENT: SUPERVISORS 

ABSTAIN: SUPERVISORS 

 

________________________________ 

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors 

   

ATTEST: ______________________ 

     Clerk of the Board 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

________________________ 

Assistant County Counsel 

 

Exhibit: Rezoning Map 

 

DISTRIBUTION: County Counsel 

Planning 

Assessor 

County GIS 
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Application #: 221359 
APN: 064-201-14, 064-201-20 
Owner: Cheryl and Seth Noble 

EXHIBIT H 

 

Parcel Information 
 
Services Information 
 
Urban/Rural Services Line:       Inside   X    Outside 
Water Supply: N/A 
Sewage Disposal: N/A 
Fire District: County Fire District (CalFire) 
Drainage District: Flood Control Zone 8 

 
Parcel Information 
 
Parcel Size: 15 and 28-acres 
Existing Land Use - Parcel: Vacant, undeveloped 
Existing Land Use - Surrounding: Timber production, Quarry, Undeveloped 
Project Access: Access from east side, via San Lorenzo Avenue 
Planning Area: San Lorenzo Valley 
Land Use Designation: R-M (Mountain Residential) 
Zone District: SU (Special Use) 
Coastal Zone:       Inside    X   Outside 
Appealable to Calif. Coastal 
Comm. 

      Yes   X    No 

 
Environmental Information 
 
Geologic Hazards: Not mapped/no physical evidence on site 
Fire Hazard: SRA-High 
Slopes: >50% over majority of site 
Env. Sen. Habitat: Not mapped/no physical evidence on site 
Grading: No grading proposed 
Tree Removal: Tree removal pending State approval 
Scenic: Not a mapped resource 
Archeology: Not mapped/no physical evidence on site 
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