_Iltem 12. Written Communications

CITY OF WATSONVILLE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

250 MAIN STREET « WATSONVILLE, CA 95076
TELEPHONE: (831) 768-3050 - www.watsonvilie.gov

Watsonville
A ConmmTy DEvEcEwENT ]
NOTICE OF PREPARATION
To: Distribution (refer to attached lisf) Date: September 13, 2024
Subject; Notice of Preparation - Watsonville 2050 General Plan Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
Lead Agency: Consulting Firm:
Agency Name:  Cily of Watsonville, Community Development Depariment ~ Name: Circlepoint
Street Address: 250 Main Street Street Address: 42 § First Street, Suite D
City/State/Zip: Watsonville, California 95076 City/State/Zip: San Jose, California 95113
Contact: Justin Meek Contact: Marco Mendoza
Assistant Community Development Direclor Project Manager

Telephone: 831-768-3050 Telephone: 657-208-6882

This Notice of Preparation (NOP) is hereby given that the City of Watsonville (City) will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental impact
Report (EiR) for the Watsonville 2050 General Plan (project) {see Atfachment 1: Project Description} pursuant to the Califomia Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (14 California Code of Regultations Section 15060(d)}. City staff is requesting comments from your agency on the scope
and content of the project’s environmental information that is germane to your agency's statutory responsibiliies.

In accordance with CEQA Guidslines Section 15063(a), the City of Watsonville determined that an EIR would be required for this project and did not
prepare an initial study. The EIR will address the potential physical environmental effects of the project for each of the environmental fopics outlined in
the CEQA Guidsiines. As of the date of this NOP and based on currently available information, it is anticipated that the project may have potentially
significant impacts in connection with aesthetics, agricultural resources, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, energy. geology and solls,
greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, noise, public services and utilifies,
population and housing, recreation, transportation/circulation, and wildfire. Cumulative impacts will consider impacts of relevant foreseeable projects
in and around the plan area in combination with those of the project. An evaluation of project alternatives that could reduce significant impacts will be

included In the EIR,

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must ba sent at the earfiest possible dale and not fater than 30 days after receipt of this
notice. The review period for public comments pertaining to this NOP extends from September 13, 2024, to October 14, 2024. Please send your
response to Justin Meek, AICP, Assistant Community Development Director at the address shown above. We will nesd the name of a contact person

_in your agency.

An EIR Scoping Meeting for this project will be held at the following date, time, and location:
When: Wednesday, October 9, 2024, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Where: One-Stop Conference Room
250 Main Street
Watsonville, CA 95076

Signature: w M Attachments:

Justit}.leek 4 Attachment 1: Project Descripiion
Attachment 2: Project Location Map
Title: Assistant Community Development Director ~ Attachment 3: Planning Area Boundaries Map
City of Waisonville Aftachment 4: Measure U/Q Development Planning Areas and Urban Limit Line Map

Attachment 5: Areas of Projected Growth within the City's Sphere of Influence

Refersnce: Califomia Administrative Code, Title 14, (CEQA Guidslines) Sections 15082(a), 15103, 15375. @ 3 8‘?
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ATTACHMENT 1 -PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project Title: Watsonville 2050 General Plan Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

Project Location:

The City of Watsonville (City} is in the southern portion of Santa Cruz County, approximately 14 miles southeast of the city of Sania Cruz and 16 miles
north of the city of Salinas (see Atfachment 2: Project Location Map). Watsonville is bordered to the west, north, and east by unincorporated Santa
Cruz County and fo the south by the Town of Pajaro in unincorporated Monterey County. Major transportation routes that provide access to the City
include Highway 1, which runs north-south along the westem edge of the City; State Route (SR) 152, which begins at Highway 1 and passes through
the City along Main Street and East Lake Avenue; and SR 129, which also begins at Highway 1 and heads eastward through the southem portion of
the City along Riverside Drive to U.S. 101. The City is approximately 4,200 contiguous acres or 6.5 square miles in area, including 5 areas on
noncontiguous land at the Watsonville Wastewater Treatment Plant {0.03 acres), Buena Vista Landiill {0.08 acres), Pinto Lake (0.12 acres), Corraiitos
Water Filter Plant (0.02 acres), and Browns Valley Intake (0.05 acres).

Planning Area Boundaries:
Several boundsary lines define the framework for this general plan update (see Attachment 3: Planning Area Boundaries) including:

e The existing Cily limits;

» The City's Sphere of Influence (SOI), which represents the Watsonville Planning Area Boundary and encompasses parcels served by existing
City public services {e.g., water services} both within and outside City limits. The land use jurisdiction remains within Santa Cruz County outside
City limits; and ’

e  The Urban Limit Line (ULL}), which was established in 2002 by a vote of residents through Measure U, to limit where new growth can occur and
under certain conditions through 2027, and extended to 2040 via a 2022 vote of residents through Measure Q. Potential annexation areas
projected to accommodate new growth within the ULL include Area A (Buena Vista) and Area B (Atkinson Lane). Annexation areas within the
ULL that are already developed or largely developed include the Freedom Area (Phases | and H}, Area E (Villages), Area F (Manabe/Burgstrom),
Area G (West of Highway 1), and the South Manfre Road Area (see Atfachment 4: Measure U/Q Development Planning Areas and Existing
Urban Limit Line). Anticipated growth involves amending the ULL fo include Area G and the Highway 1 Gateway and expanding Buena Vista to
Freedom Boulevard (see Attachment 5: Areas of Projected Growth within the City’s Sphere of Inflience).

The proposed General Plan planning area (the planning area) is defined as those areas within the ULL and the existing City limits.
Project Description:

The City is preparing a comprehensive update of the Watsonville 2005 General Plan in response to changes in conditions in the City and new state
laws enacted since the preparation of the existing General Plan, including AB 1358 (Complete Streets), SB 99 {Evacuation Analysis), SB 379 (Climate
Adaptation), SB 932 (Safe Systems), SB 1241 (Wildfire Hazards) and SB 1000 (Environmental Justice).

The proposed 2050 General Plan will include updates of the following elements required by State Planning and Zoning Law: (1) Land Use and
Community Character, including the Land Use Map; (2) Open Space; (3) Public Facilities and Services; (4) Mobility and Access; (5) Resource
Conservation and Management; (6) Safety; and (7) Noise. In addition, the General Plan will include an Airport Land Use efement. The updates to these
elements will address environmental justice in accordance with California Government Code Section 65302, The City's 2023-2031 Housing Element
is scheduled to be cerfified in Fall 2024. The City's Zoning Ordinance will be updated, as needed, to maintain consistency with the 2050 General Plan.

The 2650 General Plan will include goals, policies, and implementation actions — developed with extensive community inpuf — to advance the City's
vision‘and community prionifies, including: revitalizing Downtown Watsonville; introducing a range of new housing chaices, bath single-family and multi-
family; atiracting new employment and revenue-generating uses; maintaining the existing character of the City's residential neighborhoods, preserving
the City's natural open spaces, especially the sloughs; improving the City's existing parks and community faciliies, and introducing new ones;
accommodating planned passenger rail service, including a station in Downtown Watsonville; implementing complete streets improvements; and
rerouting fruck routes areund town.

Infill growth within the City Limits — primarity multi-family and mixed-use development - will be focused along the East Lake Avenue and Freedom
Boulevard corridors and within Downtown Watsonville, which is govemed by the recently adopted Downtown Watsonville Specific Plan per Ordinance
no. 1457-23 (see Attachment 5: Areas of Projected Growth within the City’s Sphere of Influence). New growth beyond existing City limits would
be accommodated in the Buena Vista, Atkinson Lane, Area C, and the Highway 1 Gateway area. Growth within Buena Vista and Area C would consist
of single-family and multi-family housing and small mixed-use nsighborheod centers and may offer a significant number of new home ownership
epporiunities. Growth within the Highway 1 Gateway would consist of regional retail, community recteation, and visitor-serving uses. New development
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within Buena Vista and Atkinson Lane, which are already within the ULL, would require annexation into the City of Watsonville. New development
within the planning area beyond the ULL — the parcels adjacent to Buena Vista, within Area C, and within the majority of the Highway 1 Gateway - -
would require approval via a Citywide referendum and subsequent annexation. If a Citywide referendum does not result in approval, these parcels will
not be eligible for development untit 2040. To further enable inil development along North Freedom Boulevard and within the Buena Vista new growth
area, the Watsonville Municipal Airport crosswind runway (8-27) is anticipated to be closed. To further enable aviation activiies at the Airport, including
jetaireraft, the main runway (2-20) would be lengthened from 4,501 to 5,181 feet.

Project Growth:

The projected growth in the 2050 General Plan erwisions the addition of up to 5,980 new residential units and 1.725 million square feet of non-
residential development, as foliows:

4,320 new residential units are projected to be developed within the existing City limits, primarily in Downtown Watsonville;

* 1,660 new residential units within the Buena Vista and/or Area C growth areas;

o 225,000 square feet of new non-residential development is anticipated to be developed within the existing City limits (Downtown Watsonville
and along East Lake Avenue and Freedom Boulevard); and ,

® up to 1.5 million square feet of non-residential development within the Highway 1 Gateway new growth area including regional reta,

community recreation, and visitor-serving uses.

Project Alternatives:

The EIR will evaluate a reasonable range of project altematives that, consistent with CEQA, meet most of the project objectives and reduce or avoid
potential environmenta effects, including a No Project Alternative.

When a draft of the EIR is completed, it will be available for review at the Cily's offices located at 250 Main Street, Watsonville, California 95076 and

oniine at: hm:,s:I/www.cityofwatsonvine.orr;[z-mOlGeneraI-Plan—UEate_. The City will issue a Notice of Availability of the draft EIR at that time to inform
the public and interested agencies, groups, and individuals on how to access the draft EIR and provide comments on the adequacy of the document.

If you have questions regarding this NOP, please contact Justin Meek, AICP, Assistant Community Development Director at {831) 768-3050 or via

email at general plan@watsonville.gov.

0384



ATTACHMENT 2 - PROJECT LOCATION
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ATTACHMENT 3 - PLANNING AREA BOUNDARIES

5 ﬂ"‘:a’q-a

Monrterey
Bay

Legend

'S City Limit “s_» ULL Segment 1 S\ Strest  ~~~ Stream

1 County Boundary © . ULL Segment 2 AN/ Highway S0 Lakes
i] Sphere of Influence “»_» ULL Segment 3 _ Railroad




ATTACHMENT 4 - MEASURE U/Q DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AREAS AND
EXISTING URBAN LIMIT LINE

-

-

Freedom Area: Buena Vista |
Drive/Calabasas Road Freedom Area: Pajaro
' Lane/Stewart Ave

Area C: West of
Area B: East Lake/South of

Area A: Buena
Atkinson Lane Corralitos Creek

Vista Area

.y Area D: East
E— of East Lake

South Manfre

Road Area -
Tk
L]
l :
- L L “
L i
A S i e Area E:
L * i ».
T R Y a “Villages"
L] . ot
| g Pajaro e
v
Area G: West Y
of Highway 1 "
-~
| Te s
#
L]
A a' P Measure U Development Planning Areas
\*‘_) and Existing Urban Limit Line
Yatsomille §
'
X, Area A @™ ULL Segment 1 =
Aag Area B » ULL Segment 2 ¥
g Y = xrreag ULL Segment 3 &
aa e -o- - P i
Area E - C|ty.l_|mlts :I;__
,é:" Area G Lake g_
& Freedom Area Streamn c
&L South Manfre Road Area k4
o -
¢ o :
0 agooc N 8000 12,000 i
7 =] Fem E

$ot ed pesnt € g prash T renresEETon Ui e bast tureatly avatane soarces. e Cite of Wiarmonwlie esames ra resps it icy o oy ermes. § |"‘:)ie(f." 74170 Ganeal iLar 6D Lpdate

O3



#_..
ATTACHMENT 5 - AREAS OF PROJECTED GROWTH WITHIN THE CITY'S SPHERE OF INFLUENCE
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ounty of Santa Cruz

Serving the Community -~ Working for the Future

Select Language ¥

Treasurer - Tax Collector

ParcellAccount #  052-271-04
Situs Address 320 LEE RD, WAFTSONVILLE

Prior Year Faxes defaulied.

— —— ———1
2025 - 2026 Annval Tax Bill ~
Installment Due Date Paid Date Amount
First Installment 33172026 Past Due $9,525.52
Second Installment A10/2026 Past Due $9,580.52
Both Installment ! $19,106.04
2024 - 2025 Annual Tax Bill |
Installment Due Date | Paid Date Amount |
First Installment 12102024 | Past Due Defaulted
Second Installment 4/10/2025 | past Due Defaudied
2023 - 2024 Annwal Tax Bill re Pheiad
Installment Due Date Paid Date Awmount
First Installment 12/10/2023 Past Due Defaulted
Second Installment 4/10/2024 Past Due Defautted
2022 - 2023 Annual Tax Bill See Degnls
Installment Due Daie Paid Date Amount
First Instaliment 12/106/2022 Past Due Defaulted
Second Insialiment 4/10/2023 Past Due Defaulted




Yahoo Mail - RE: Thank You for Your Interview on "Community Ma... https://mail .yahoo. com/d/search/name—Albe11%2520Enault&ema1lA
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RE: Thank You for Your Interview on "Community Matters" Yesterday to Discuss the City of
Vacaville BESS Ordinance

From: Albert Enault (albert.enault@cityofvacaviile.gov)
To:  kibtkb@yahoo.com
Date: Monday, May 11, 2026 at 03:51 PM PDT

Hi Becky,

The draft ordinance is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 15081 (b)(3) since there is no possibility that the addition of
regulations for BESS Facilities will have a significant effect on the environment. Proposed future BESS
facilities wili be reviewed in compliance with the provisions of CEQA at the time of application to
determine appropriate environmental review.

Albert Enault
Senior Planner
(707) 449-5364

From: Becky Steinbruner <ki6tkb@yahoo.com>

Sent: Saturday, May 9, 2026 6:31 PM

To: Albert Enault <Albert.Enauit@CityofVacaville.gov>

Subject: Thank You for Your Interview on "Community Matters" Yesterday to Discuss the City of

Vacaville BESS Ordinance

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before
clicking on any links or attachments.

Dear Mr. Enault,

Thank you very much for your time interviewing yesterday on KSCO Radio to discuss the City of Vacaville's
BESS Ordinance.

Your information was very helpful and of great interest to the listeners.

One question a listener wrote me about later was whether the City of Vacaville had to do any environmental
review of the Ordinance before adopting it? if so, was that review done in-house or via a consultant?

Thank you once again for your time and excellent work.

Sincerely,

5/12/2026, 1:34 PM
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RE: Thank You for Your Interview on "Community Matters" Yesterday to Discuss the City of
Vacaville BESS Ordinance

From: Albert Enault (albert.enault@cityofvacaville.gov)

To:  kiétkb@yahoo.com
Date: Monday, May 11, 2026 at 03:51 PM PDT

Hi Becky,

The draft ordinance is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 15061 (b)(3) since there is no possibility that the addition of
regulations for BESS Facilities will have a significant effect on the environment. Proposed future BESS
facilities will be reviewed in compliance with the provisions of CEQA at the time of application to

determine appropriate environmental review.

Albert Enault
Senior Planner
(707) 449-5364

From: Becky Steinbruner <kiétkb@yahoo.com>

Sent: Saturday, May 9, 2026 6:31 PM

To: Albert Enault <Albert. Enault@CityofVacaviile.gov>

Subject: Thank You for Your Interview on "Community Matters” Yesterday to Discuss the City of

Vacaville BESS Ordinance

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before
clicking on any links or attachments.

Dear Mr. Enault,

Thank you very much for your time interviewing yesterday on KSCO Radio to discuss the City of Vacaville's
BESS Ordinance.

Your information was very helpful and of great interest to the listeners.

One question a listener wrote me about later was whether the City of Vacaville had to do any environmental
review of the Ordinance before adopting it? If so, was that review done in-house or via a consultant?

Thank you once again for your time and excellent work.

Sincerely,

5/12/2026, 1:54 PM



