
 
County of Santa Cruz - Community Development & Infrastructure - Planning Division 

701 Ocean Street, 4th Floor, Santa Cruz CA 95060 

 

 

 

 

 

Applicant: Brian Lockwood, General Manager 

Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 

(PVWMA),  

 

Agenda Date: 7/8/26 

Owner: Pajaro Valley Water Management 

Agency 

 

Agenda Item #: 10 

Site Address: Primary project locations at 275 

Lee Road and 187 B San Andreas Road  

 

Time: After 9:30 a.m. 

APNs: 052-181-18, 052-181-19, 052-181-20, 052-191-59, 052-211-12, 052-211-14, 052-211-15, 

052-211-26, 052-211-28, 052-211-29, 052-551-09, 052-221-26, 052-551-01, 052-551-02, 052-

551-03, and 052-551-04 

 

Project Description: Proposal to consider a Coastal Development Permit application for the 

Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency's (PVWMA) Watsonville Slough System Managed 

Aquifer Recharge and Recovery Project. The project includes: upgrades to the existing Harkins 

Slough Filter Plant (APN 052-211-29); trenching for water distribution lines; development of 

water intake infrastructure at Struve Slough; development of an approximately 13-acre recharge 

basin with recovery and monitoring wells at 187 San Andreas Road (APNs 052-181-18 and 052-

181-20); and development of seasonal pond, wetland, and riparian forest habitat at Watsonville 

Slough. 

 

Project includes consideration as a "responsible agency" under Section 15096 of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Addendum 

prepared by the PVWMA (EIR certified January 2021, State Clearinghouse No. 2019059130; 

Addendum dated March 2025) and a Statement of Overriding Considerations pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines Sections 15091 and 15093. 

 

Associated technical reviews include an Archaeologic Report Review (REV251134), a Biotic 

Report Review (REV251133), and preliminary grading review.  

 

Location: Development will span from 275 Lee Road westward through agricultural parcels on 

the north side West Beach Road to an existing pump station adjacent to 1660 San Andreas Road 

then approximately 2,000 feet west to 187B San Andreas Road.  

 

Permits Required: Coastal Development Permit 

 

Supervisorial District: 2nd District (District Supervisor: De Serpa) 

 

Staff Report to the  

Planning Commission Application Number:  251336 
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Application #: 251336 

Primary APNs: 052-081-37, 052-181-18, 052-181-20 

Owner: Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 
 

Staff Recommendation: 

• Consider, as a responsible agency under CEQA Guidelines Section 15096, the certified 

EIR (SCH No. 2019059130) and March 2025 Addendum prepared by PVWMA, 

 

• Adopt the findings required by CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and 15093, the related 

Statement of Overriding Considerations, and the applicable Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Program, as set forth in the findings in Exhibit B. 

 

• Approve Application Number 251336, based on the attached findings and conditions. 

 

Project Description & Setting  

 

The proposed project involves implementation of the Pajaro Valley Water Management 

Agency’s (PVWMA) Watsonville Slough System Managed Aquifer Recharge and Recovery 

Project, which involves distribution and recharge of freshwater resources in the Pajaro Valley to 

address groundwater overdraft. Overdraft of the Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin has caused 

groundwater levels to drop below sea level and allowed seawater intrusion, affecting groundwater 

quality up to three miles inland and rendering groundwater unsuitable for agricultural irrigation 

and domestic use in some areas. 

 

The project would establish a 12.7-acre groundwater recharge basin at 187 B San Andreas Road 

(APNs 052-181-18 and 052-181-20) and develop infrastructure to bring surface water from Struve 

Slough at 275 Lee Road (APN 057-081-37) via a buried pipeline approximately 4,000 feet to an 

existing pump facility at Harkins Slough and then 3,500 feet west to the proposed recharge basin. 

The basin will be used for short-term storage before delivery through the PV Water’s Coastal 

Distribution system for agricultural irrigation in the Pajaro Valley. 

 

Permitting Requirements 

 

The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PVWMA) is a State-chartered local agency. 

Government Code Section 53091 provides that local building and zoning ordinances do not apply 

to the location or construction of facilities for the production, generation, storage, treatment, or 

transmission of water by a local agency. Notwithstanding this exemption, the project is located 

within the Coastal Zone and the exemption from local regulations under Section 53091 does not 

extend to the requirement to obtain a Coastal Development Permit. The County’s regulatory 

authority extends to review of the project’s consistency with the adopted Local Coastal Program 

(LCP) and to approve, condition, or deny the Coastal Development Permit accordingly.  

 

Review of the project by the Planning Commission is specified by Santa Cruz County Code 

(SCCC) 16.20.040, required for “approval for grading in excess of 8,000 cubic yards, or for which 

an environmental impact report was prepared, or for grading in excess of 1,000 cubic yards for 

projects  visible from a scenic corridor roadway”, all conditions which apply to the proposed 

project. 

 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

 

Pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21080, discretionary approval cannot be granted 

without first reviewing for compliance with CEQA. The Coastal Development Permit constitutes 
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discretionary approval, and the County is therefore required to make a CEQA determination as 

part of its review. 

 

PVWMA has assumed the role of "lead agency" pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines (California 

Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15096) responsible for carrying out the project, and the 

County of Santa Cruz is a "responsible agency," which is defined in Section 15381 of the 

Guidelines as a public agency other than the "lead agency" that holds a legally required 

discretionary approval over a project subject to CEQA review. As a "responsible agency" the 

County is not required to prepare an environmental document but is required to make findings 

regarding the environmental effects of the project and may impose conditions or mitigations to 

mitigate those effects (CEQA Guidelines Section 15096(g), Exhibit F). 

 

PVWMA prepared an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project, which was certified by 

the PVWMA Board of Directors in January 2021 (State Clearinghouse #2019059130, Exhibit D). 

After certification, further project design development resulted in modifications to several 

components of the project. In March 2025, PVWMA prepared an Addendum to the certified EIR 

to document those modifications and concluded that the modified project does not involve new 

significant environmental effects, a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 

effects, or new information of substantial importance that would require preparation of a 

subsequent or supplemental EIR. 

 

The County has independently reviewed the certified EIR and March 2025 Addendum and finds 

that they sufficiently cover all applicable topic areas and environmental effects of the project 

relevant to the County's approval of the Coastal Development Permit. The adopted Mitigation 

Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), attached to this report as Exhibit F, will reduce 

potential impacts from the proposed development. 

 

Having independently reviewed the certified EIR and March 2025 Addendum, and relying on the 

analysis as substantial evidence, the County makes its own findings for each significant effect 

relevant to its approval of the Coastal Development Permit. These findings are consistent with 

those adopted by the PVWMA Board of Directors in January 2021. In accordance with CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15096(g) and (h), Exhibit A sets forth the County's findings required by Section 

15091 and, for significant and unavoidable effects, the Statement of Overriding Considerations 

required by Section 15093. 

 

Local Coastal Plan (LCP) Consistency and Coastal Development Permit 

 

Approval of the Coastal Development Permit requires affirmative findings under SCCC 13.20.110, 

in addition to the standard discretionary permit findings required under SCCC 18.10, each 

supported by clear evidence and analysis. Staff have affirmed the requisite findings, which are set 

forth in Exhibit B. 

 

Central to those findings is the project's consistency with the certified LCP. The project’s primary 

purpose of diverting seasonally available surface water from Harkins and Struve Sloughs, and 

recharging to the Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin for beneficial use, directly advances the LCP's 

water-resource objectives while being sited and conditioned to protect the agricultural, biological, 

visual, cultural, and public resources of the Coastal Zone. As detailed in Exhibit B, the project is 

consistent with the following LCP goals and policies: 
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­ Goal ARC-1 (Sustaining Agriculture) 

­ Policy ARC-1.1.14 (Water and Sewer Lines in the Coastal Zone) 

­ Policy ARC-1.1.15 (Protection for Water and Sewer Lines in the Coastal Zone) 

 

­ Goal ARC-3 (Biological Resources) 

­ Policy ARC-3.1.2 (Definition of Sensitive Habitat) 

­ Policy ARC-3.1.3 (Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas (ESHA)) 

­ Policy ARC-3.1.6 (Development Within Sensitive Habitats) 

­ Objective ARC-3.3 (Riparian Corridors and Wetlands) 

­ Objective ARC-3.4 (Aquatic and Marine Habitats) 

 

­ Goal ARC-4 (Water Resources) 

­ Objective ARC-4.5 (Groundwater Protection and Overdraft) 

 

­ Goal ARC-5 (Visual Resources) 

­ Policy ARC-5.1.4 (Preserving Natural Buffers) 

­ Policy ARC-5.2.1 (Designation of Scenic Roads) 

 

­ Goal ARC-8 (Cultural Resources) 

­ Objective ARC-8.1 (Archaeological Sites and Native American Cultural Resources) 

 

­ Goal PPF-3.0 (Public Services) 

­ Policy PPF-3.1.1 (Public Infrastructure Standards for New Development) 

 

­ Goal PPF-4.0 (Public Infrastructure) 

­ Objective PPF-4.1 (Water Supply and Conservation) 

­ Policy PPF-4.1.1 (Linking Growth to Water Supplies) 

­ Policy PPF-4.1.4 (Improvement of Water Systems) 

­ Policy PPF-4.1.5 (Groundwater Sustainability) 

­ Implementation Strategy PPF-4.1j (Supplemental Water Supply Sources) 

­ Implementation Strategy PPF-4.1k (Seawater Intrusion Monitoring) 

 

Conclusion 

 

As proposed and conditioned, the project conforms to the County's adopted General Plan/LCP, 

including its policies protecting the agricultural, biological, visual, cultural, and public resources 

of the Coastal Zone. The environmental analysis prepared by PVWMA meets the requirements of 

CEQA and is consistent with the standard of review applied by CDI Planning. Staff concur with 

the conclusions reached in the certified EIR and March 2025 Addendum, find the project consistent 

with all applicable codes and policies of the General Plan/LCP, and recommend approval of the 

project as conditioned. 

 

As proposed and conditioned, the project is consistent with all applicable codes and policies of the 

General Plan/LCP. Please see Exhibit "B" ("Findings") for a complete listing of findings and 

evidence related to the above discussion. 

 

 

4



Application #: 251336 
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Staff Recommendation 

 

• CONSIDER, as a responsible agency under CEQA Guidelines Section 15096, the certified 

EIR (SCH No. 2019059130) and March 2025 Addendum prepared by PVWMA, 

 

• ADOPT the findings required by CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and 15093, the related 

Statement of Overriding Considerations, and the applicable Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Program, as set forth in the findings in Exhibit A. 

 

• APPROVAL of Application Number 251336, based on the attached findings and 

conditions. 

 

Supplementary reports and information referred to in this report are on file and available 

for viewing at the Santa Cruz County Planning Division, and are hereby made a part of the 

administrative record for the proposed project. 

 

The County Code and General Plan, as well as hearing agendas and additional information 

are available online at:  www.sccoplanning.com 

 

 

 

Report Prepared By:        

 Evan Ditmars 

Santa Cruz County Planning 

701 Ocean Street, 4th Floor 

Santa Cruz CA   95060 

Phone Number: (831) 454-3227 

E-mail:  evan.ditmars@santacruzcountyca.gov 

 

 

 

 

Report Reviewed By:        

Sheila McDaniel 

Principal Planner 

Development Review 

Santa Cruz County Planning 

 

Exhibits 

 

A. CEQA Determination and Required Findings 

B. Coastal and Development Permit Findings 

C. Conditions of Approval 

D. Project Plans, dated September 2024 

E. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

F. Certified EIR, State Clearinghouse Number 2019059130 

G. CEQA Guidelines Section 15096 
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EXHIBIT A 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 

FINDINGS 
(Required pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and 15093) 

 

15091. Findings.   

(a) No public agency shall approve or carry out a project for which an EIR has been 

certified which identifies one or more significant environmental effects of the project 

unless the public agency makes one or more written findings for each of those significant 

effects, accompanied by a brief explanation of the rationale for each finding. The possible 

findings are: 

(1) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project which 

avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the final 

EIR. 

(2) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another 

public agency and not the agency making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by 

such other agency or can and should be adopted by such other agency. 

(3) Specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other considerations, including 

provision of employment opportunities for highly trained workers, make infeasible the 

mitigation measures or project alternatives identified in the final EIR. 

The County of Santa Cruz has reviewed the Draft EIR for the Watsonville Slough System Managed 

Aquifer Recharge and Recovery Projects, the Responses to Comments on the Draft Supplemental 

EIR, and the March 2025 Addendum to the Draft Environmental Impact Report prepared for the 

Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PVWMA), filed under State Clearinghouse number 

2019059130 and certified by resolution of the PVWMA Board of Directors on January 20, 2021 

(Resolution 2021-03). 

The County has further reviewed the resolution certified by PVWMA and concurs with the 

findings made that “mitigation measures identified in the Final Environmental Impact Report and 

adopted by PV Water avoid or substantially lessen the significant effects to a less-than-significant 

level.”  

Table 1 (below) represents significant environmental effects of the project and associated changes 

or alterations which avoid or substantially lessen the effect, and the rationale for that 

determination, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15091(a)(1).  

15093. Statement of Overriding Considerations.  

(a) CEQA requires the decision-making agency to balance, as applicable, the economic, 

legal, social, technological, or other benefits, including region-wide or statewide 

environmental benefits, of a proposed project against its unavoidable environmental risks 

when determining whether to approve the project. If the specific economic, legal, social, 

technological, or other benefits, including region-wide or statewide environmental 

Exhibit A
CEQA Findings

6



Application #: 251336 

Primary APNs: 052-081-37, 052-181-18, 052-181-20 

Owner: Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 
 

EXHIBIT A 

benefits, of a proposed project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects, 

the adverse environmental effects may be considered “acceptable.”  

(b) When the lead agency approves a project which will result in the occurrence of 

significant effects which are identified in the final EIR but are not avoided or substantially 

lessened, the agency shall state in writing the specific reasons to support its action based 

on the final EIR and/or other information in the record. The statement of overriding 

considerations shall be supported by substantial evidence in the record.  

(c) If an agency makes a statement of overriding considerations, the statement should be 

included in the record of the project approval and should be mentioned in the notice of 

determination. This statement does not substitute for, and shall be in addition to, findings 

required pursuant to Section 15091.   

The County of Santa Cruz has reviewed the Draft EIR for the Watsonville Slough System Managed 

Aquifer Recharge and Recovery Projects, the Responses to Comments on the Draft Supplemental 

EIR, and the March 2025 Addendum to the Draft Environmental Impact Report prepared for the 

Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PVWMA), filed under State Clearinghouse number 

2019059130 and certified by resolution of the PVWMA Board of Directors on January 20, 2021 

(Resolution 2021-03). 

The County has further reviewed the resolution certified by PVWMA and concurs with the 

prepared Statement of Overriding Consideration for significant and unavoidable impacts to 

Important Farmland (Impacts LU-1 and C-LU-1), finding that the environmental, technological, 

legal, and economic considerations outweigh the remaining environmental effects of the project.  

The following considerations support this determination: 

• Land use within the Pajaro Valley is primarily agricultural, with crop values estimated at 

approximately $900,000,000 annually. Approximately 95 percent of the water used in the 

Pajaro Valley is pumped groundwater. In the Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin, 

groundwater levels have declined as a result of long-term groundwater overdraft. These 

overdraft conditions have caused groundwater levels within the basin to drop below sea 

level, creating a landward pressure gradient that causes seawater to flow inland and mix 

with fresh groundwater. As seawater encroaches into the fresh groundwater basin, water 

quality degrades, limiting its use for irrigation and domestic purposes. Intrusion into 

freshwater aquifers also results in a loss of freshwater storage capacity. Seawater intrusion 

creates progressive increases in the concentrations of chloride, boron, magnesium, and 

other constituents in groundwater; chloride is used as an indicator constituent of seawater 

intrusion. 

• The extent of seawater intrusion has increased in the coastal part of the basin. Numerous 

wells in the coastal area have had substantial increases in chloride concentrations over the 

last few decades, indicating that the volume of freshwater displaced in the intruded area 

continues to increase. Although total demands and agricultural groundwater pumping 

amounts were lower in 2016-2018 than in previous years, the total amounts of groundwater 

pumping continue to exceed the total amounts of groundwater recharging, on average, so 

the cumulative groundwater overdraft and seawater intrusion rates continue to increase. 

Exhibit A
CEQA Findings
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EXHIBIT A 

These conditions are not expected to improve without reductions in groundwater pumping 

and development and delivery of supplemental water supplies. 

• PV Water was formed in 1984 by the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency Act, for 

the primary purpose of managing groundwater resources and supplemental water supplies 

in its service area. The 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act designated PV 

Water as the exclusive Groundwater Sustainability Agency within its service area (Water 

Code Section 10723), and in 2015 the Board agreed that PV Water would be this 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency. 

• Historical, existing, and future conditions of the groundwater basin within PV Water's 

service area were modeled utilizing the Pajaro Valley Hydrologic Model. This modeling 

confirms that projects built and implemented by PV Water to date have reduced, but have 

not eliminated, the seawater intrusion and the groundwater overdraft problems. The basin's 

30-year average annual deficit is estimated to be approximately 12,100 AFY. 

• In 2014, the Board adopted the Basin Management Plan (BMP) Update. The BMP Update 

consists of three primary components to eliminate the estimated 12,100-acre feet per year 

deficit: conservation of existing water supplies, development of new water supplies, and 

optimization of existing water supplies. The objectives of the BMP Update are: 

o Prevent seawater intrusion, long-term groundwater overdraft, land subsidence, and 

water quality degradation; 

o Manage existing and supplemental water supplies to control overdraft and provide 

for present and future water needs; 

o Create a reliable, long-term water supply, which has been identified as an important 

cornerstone of the long-term economic vitality of the Pajaro Valley; 

o Develop water conservation programs; and 

o Recommend a program that is cost effective and environmentally sound. 

• The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 requires critically over-drafted, high 

priority groundwater basins, like the Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin, to be managed under 

a Groundwater Sustainability Plan, or approved Alternative, by January 31, 2020, and to 

achieve sustainability by 2040. In July 2019, the California Department of Water Resources 

approved the Basin Management Plan and associated documents as functionally equivalent to 

a Groundwater Sustainability Plan. 

• The Projects would advance all the BMP Update objectives, except for development of water 

conservation programs. The Projects would not impede that objective; it simply would not 

directly advance the objective. In addition to the BMP Update objectives, the Projects would 

implement the following Project-specific objectives: 

o Design and implement reliable facilities to help achieve sustainable groundwater 

management of the Pajaro Valley Groundwater Subbasin by 2040, taking into 

account potential future hydrologic changes, including those associated with 

climate change. 

Exhibit A
CEQA Findings8
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o Substantially contribute to the Pajaro Valley's water supply needs in a timely 

manner, consistent with the Basin Management Plan Update implementation 

goals. 

o Use locally controlled surface water for agricultural purposes to offset 

groundwater pumping in an environmentally sound manner and in coordination 

with resource agencies, the public, and other stakeholders, while preserving 

existing habitat. 

o Make efficient use of, and leverage federal, state, and local investments in, 

existing Agency infrastructure. 

o In coordination with other agencies, develop surface water supplies in a manner 

that is compatible with flood risk reduction and habitat restoration planning. 

• Absent the Projects, it is anticipated that groundwater overdraft conditions will continue to 

worsen and the additional water supply provided by the Projects will not exist. This is expected 

to have detrimental impacts on agricultural operations in the service area. The Projects are 

therefore important from a long-range planning perspective for the creation of a viable source 

of water. 

• The Projects incorporates all feasible mitigation measures to reduce potential environmental 

impacts to the greatest extent feasible. No feasible mitigation measures have been identified to 

fully mitigate the significant and unavoidable adverse effects of the Projects.

Exhibit A
CEQA Findings9
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EXHIBIT A 

Table 1: Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impact 

ID 
Description Finding Rationale Mitigation Measure ID 

HYD-1 

Project construction could violate water quality 

standards and/or waste discharge requirements, or 

otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground 

water quality. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM BR-1b: Frac-out Contingency 

Plan 

MM HYD-1: Implement Dewatering 

Best Management Practices for In-

Water Construction 

HYD-6 

The Project could conflict with or obstruct 

implementation of a water quality control plan or 

sustainable groundwater management plan. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM BR-1b: Frac-out Contingency 

Plan 

MM HYD-1: Implement Dewatering 

Best Management Practices for In-

Water Construction 

BR-1 

Construction of Project components could result 

in a substantial adverse effect on special-status 

species. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM BR-1a: Frac-out Contingency 

Plan 

MM BR-1b: Compensate for 

Temporary and Permanent Impacts 

to CRF Critical Habitat 

MM BR-1c: Avoid and Minimize 

Impacts on Special-status Bat 

Species 

MM AES-1: Construction Lighting 

BR-2 

Construction of Project components would result 

in a substantial adverse effect on riparian habitat 

or other sensitive natural community or on state 

or federally protected wetlands or waters through 

direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, 

or other means. 

 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM BIO-1c (Revised): Realign 

Struve Slough filter plant pipeline; 

riparian revegetation plan 

MM BIO-1d (Revised): 

Revegetation/restoration for open 

water, wetland, and marsh impacts 

MM BR-1a: Frac-out Contingency 

Plan 

Exhibit A
CEQA Findings
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Table 1: Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impact 

ID 
Description Finding Rationale Mitigation Measure ID 

BR-4 

Project operations could result in a substantial 

adverse effect on riparian habitat or other 

sensitive natural community or on state or 

federally protected wetlands or waters through 

direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, 

or other means. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM BIO-1d (Revised): 

Revegetation/restoration for open 

water, wetland, and marsh impacts 

BR-5 

Project operations could result in a substantial 

adverse effect on terrestrial special-status species. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM BR-1b: Compensate for 

Temporary and Permanent Impacts 

to CRF Critical Habitat 

C-BR-1 

The Projects, in combination with past, present, 

and probable future projects in the Project area, 

could result in significant adverse impacts on 

special-status species, sensitive natural 

communities and wetlands, wildlife corridors or 

nursery sites, or conflicts with local plans and 

policies. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM BR-1a: Frac-out Contingency 

Plan 

MM BR-1b: Compensate for 

Temporary and Permanent Impacts 

to CRF Critical Habitat 

MM AES-1: Construction Lighting 

GEO-1 

The Projects could directly or indirectly cause 

potential substantial adverse effects, including 

risk of loss, injury, or death involving an 

exacerbation of existing risks related to 

earthquake rupture, strong seismic ground 

shaking, seismic related ground failure including 

liquefaction, and landslides. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM GS-1 (Revised): Design BMP 

Update facilities per geotechnical 

recommendations and seismic hazard 

requirements 

MM GS-3 (Revised): Design 

diversion and pipeline facilities per 

geotechnical report; licensed 

geotechnical engineer to prepare 

foundation and earthwork 

recommendations 

Exhibit A
CEQA Findings11
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Table 1: Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impact 

ID 
Description Finding Rationale Mitigation Measure ID 

GEO-2 

The Projects could result in substantial soil 

erosion. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM GS-2 (Revised): Prepare and 

implement erosion control plans; 

implement BMPs to minimize 

sediment transport 

GEO-3 

The Projects could be located on a geologic unit 

or soil that becomes unstable as a result of the 

Projects or that could potentially result in 

landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 

liquefaction, or collapse for reasons caused or 

exacerbated by the Projects. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM GS-3 (Revised): Design 

facilities per geotechnical 

recommendations 

GEO-4 

The Projects could be located on expansive soil, 

creating or exacerbating substantial risks to life 

and property. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM GS-3 (Revised): Design 

facilities per geotechnical 

recommendations 

GEO-5 

The Projects could directly or indirectly destroy a 

unique paleontological resource or site or unique 

geologic feature. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM GEO-1: Paleontological 

Resources Monitoring and 

Mitigation Program (PRMMP); 

retain Qualified Paleontologist; 

implement WEAP 

C-GEO-1 

The Projects, in combination with past, present, 

and probably future projects in the Project area, 

could have cumulatively considerable impacts on 

a unique paleontological resource. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM GS-2 (Revised): Erosion 

control plans 

MM GEO-1: Paleontological 

Resources Monitoring and 

Mitigation Program 
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EXHIBIT A 

Table 1: Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impact 

ID 
Description Finding Rationale Mitigation Measure ID 

HAZ-2 

Project construction and operation could result in 

reasonably foreseeable conditions involving the 

release of hazardous materials to the environment. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM HAZ-1a: Health and Safety 

Plan (HASP) — survey structures for 

hazardous materials; prepare site-

specific HASP per 29 CFR 

1910.1200 

HAZ-2 

Project construction and operation could impair 

implementation of or physically interfere with an 

adopted emergency response plan or emergency 

evacuation plan. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM TRA-1b: Construction Traffic 

Control/Traffic Management Plan 

NOI-1 

Construction of the Projects would result in a 

substantial temporary or permanent increase in 

ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the Project 

in excess of standards established in the local 

general plans or noise ordinances. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM NOI-1a: Construction Noise 

Reduction Plan 

MM NOI-1b: Locate 

recovery/monitoring wells ≥200 feet 

from residences 

MM NOI-1c: Off-site 

Accommodations for Substantially 

Affected Nighttime Receptors 

NOI-2 

Operation of the Projects could result in a 

substantial temporary or permanent increase in 

ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the Project 

in excess of standards established in the local 

general plan or noise ordinance. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM NOI-2: Acoustical Enclosures 

for Stationary Equipment (blowers 

enclosed; noise level below 45 dBA 

County standard) 
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EXHIBIT A 

Table 1: Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impact 

ID 
Description Finding Rationale Mitigation Measure ID 

C-NOI-1 

The Projects, in combination with past, present, 

and probable future projects in the site vicinity, 

would have a cumulatively considerable impact 

associated with construction noise. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM NOI-1a: Construction Noise 

Reduction Plan 

MM NOI-1b: Location of Recovery 

and Monitoring Wells 

MM NOI-1c: Off-site 

Accommodations for Nighttime 

Receptors 

MM NOI-2: Acoustical Enclosures 

for Stationary Equipment 

TRA-1 

Construction of the Projects would have 

temporary and intermittent effects on traffic and 

transportation conditions in the Project area. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM TRA-1a: Encroachment Permits 

from Santa Cruz County 

MM TRA-1b: Construction Traffic 

Control/Traffic Management Plan 

TRA-2 

Construction of the Projects would temporarily 

disrupt circulation patterns near sensitive land 

uses (schools, hospitals, fire stations, police 

stations, and other emergency providers). 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM TRA-1b: Construction Traffic 

Control/Traffic Management Plan 

TRA-3 

Construction of the Projects would have 

temporary effects on alternative transportation or 

alternative transportation facilities in the Project 

area. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM TRA-1b: Construction Traffic 

Control/Traffic Management Plan 
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Table 1: Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impact 

ID 
Description Finding Rationale Mitigation Measure ID 

TRA-4 

Construction of the Projects could temporarily 

increase the potential for accidents on Project area 

roadways. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM TRA-1b: Construction Traffic 

Control/Traffic Management Plan 

C-TRA-1 

The Projects, in combination with past, present, 

and probable future projects in the Project area, 

would have cumulatively considerable impacts on 

transportation and traffic. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM TRA-1a: Encroachment Permits 

MM TRA-1b: Construction Traffic 

Control/Traffic Management Plan 
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EXHIBIT A 

Table 1: Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impact 

ID 
Description Finding Rationale Mitigation Measure ID 

CUL-2 

The Projects could cause a substantial adverse 

change in the significance of an archaeological 

resource, including those determined to be a 

historical resource defined in Section 15064.5 or 

a unique archaeological resource defined in 

Public Resources Code 21083.2. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM CUL-1a: Retention of Qualified 

Archaeologist 

MM CUL-1b: Pre-Construction 

Phase I Cultural Resources Survey 

MM CUL-1c: Pre-Construction 

Phase II Archaeological Testing and 

Evaluation 

MM CUL-1d: Avoidance and 

Preservation in Place of 

Archaeological Resources 

MM CUL-1e: Phase III Data 

Recovery and Treatment Plan 

MM CUL-1f: Cultural Resources 

Monitoring and Mitigation Program 

(CRMMP) 

MM CUL-1g: Construction Worker 

Cultural Resources Sensitivity 

Training 

MM CUL-1h: Designation of 

Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

MM CUL-1i: Archaeological 

Monitoring 

MM CUL-1j: Native American 

Monitoring 

MM CUL-1k: Inadvertent Discovery 

of Archaeological Resources 

MM CUL-1l: Curation 
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EXHIBIT A 

Table 1: Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impact 

ID 
Description Finding Rationale Mitigation Measure ID 

CUL-3 

The Projects could disturb human remains, 

including those interred outside of formal 

cemeteries. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM CUL-2: Inadvertent Discovery 

of Human Remains 

MM CUL-1a: Retention of Qualified 

Archaeologist 

MM CUL-1f: Cultural Resources 

Monitoring and Mitigation Program 

MM CUL-1g: Construction Worker 

Cultural Resources Sensitivity 

Training 

MM CUL-1i: Archaeological 

Monitoring 

MM CUL-1j: Native American 

Monitoring 

C-CUL-1 

The Projects, in combination with past, present, 

and probable future projects in the Project area, 

could have cumulatively considerable impacts on 

cultural resources. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM CUL-1a through CUL-1l (all 

cultural resources measures) 

MM CUL-2: Inadvertent Discovery 

of Human Remains 

TCR-2 

The Projects could cause a substantial adverse 

change in the significance of a tribal cultural 

resource that has been determined by the lead 

agency, in its discretion and supported by 

substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to 

criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 

Resources Code Section 5024.1. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM CUL-1a through CUL-1l (all 

cultural resources measures) 

MM CUL-2: Inadvertent Discovery 

of Human Remains 

C-TCR-1 

The Projects, in combination with past, present, 

and probable future projects in the Project area, 

could result in significant adverse cumulative 

tribal cultural resources impacts. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM CUL-1a through CUL-1l (all 

cultural resources measures) 

MM CUL-2: Inadvertent Discovery 

of Human Remains 
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EXHIBIT A 

Table 1: Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impact 

ID 
Description Finding Rationale Mitigation Measure ID 

AES-4 

Project components could introduce significant 

new sources of light or glare. 

Changes or alterations have been 

required in, or incorporated into, 

the project which avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant 

environmental effect as identified 

in the final EIR. 

Mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the Mitigation, 

Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

(MMRP), incorporated as a Condition 

of Approval for this project. 

MM AES-1: Construction Lighting 

— direct nighttime lighting away 

from residential areas; use minimum 

necessary lighting; shield and hood 

outdoor lighting to prevent spillover 
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EXHIBIT B 

Coastal Development Permit Findings 
 

(A)  That the project is a use allowed in one of the basic zone districts that are listed in LCP 

Section 13.10.170(D) as consistent with the LCP Land Use Plan designation of the site. 

 

This finding can be made, in that all of the properties associated with the project are zoned CA 

(Commercial Agriculture), which is consistent with their AG (Agricultural) General Plan 

Designation. The proposed project is at its core is an agricultural irrigation supply project 

consistent with the purpose of the CA Zone District, which includes “to maintain the economic 

integrity of the economic farm units comprising the commercial agricultural areas of the County, 

to implement the agricultural preservation policy of SCCC § 16.50.010, and to maintain and 

enhance the general welfare of the County as a whole by preserving and protecting agriculture, 

one of the County's major economic sectors.” 

 

Table 13.10.312-1 of the Zoning Ordinance allows that dams, canals, aqueducts of public water 

projects, and reservoirs may be conditionally approved on CA zoned parcels. 

 

 The -AIA (Airport Influence Area) designation assigned to properties near Struve Slough at the 

east end of the project site does not have any practical applicability to the proposed project. The -

AIA combining district is established to “protect public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring the 

orderly expansion of airports, and to implement land use measures that protect the public from 

exposure to excessive noise and safety hazards within specified areas around the Watsonville 

Municipal Airport” and the project does not introduce conflict with this purpose. 

 

(B)  That the project does not conflict with any existing easement or development restrictions 

such as public access, utility, or open space easements. 

 

This finding can be made, in that no conflicts have been identified with any development 

restrictions associated with the parcels. The recharge basin will be sites on APNs 052-181-18 and 

052-181-17, which are maintained under Williamson Act Contracts, as noted by the -P 

(Agricultural Preserve) zoning designation. A review of the associated contract identifies terms 

stating that acquisition of the properties by a public agency renders the applicability of the contract, 

as to the acquired area, null and void, thereby resolving any conflicts between the contract and the 

proposed development. The portions of the parcels not utilized for the development will remain 

under the original contract terms and conditions. 

 

(C)  That the project is consistent with the design criteria and special use standards and 

conditions of this chapter pursuant to SCCC 13.20.130 and 13.20.140 et seq. 

 

On balance, the design and siting of the proposed project will result in a development that is 

consistent and compatible with the use and intensity of the commercial agricultural parcels in the 

vicinity.  The visible portions of the project will be visually compatible with the surrounding 

character of the area. The intake infrastructure at Lee Road is minimally sized and screened by 

topography and vegetation surrounding the slough. The distribution pipelines will be subsurface, 

and the upper surface of soil will be restored to pre-project conditions once installed. The recharge 

basin and infrastructure benefit from topographical screening from San Andreas Road and the 

shoreline to the west, but will be visually distinct from the existing landscape, which is comprised 

of row crops and agricultural structures. However, an existing smaller recharge basin is located 
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just north of the project site at APN 052-181-19, representing development more similar to the 

proposed project. Additionally, the project includes nearly three acres of wetland restoration at 

APN 052-221-26, which supports the Coastal Zone design criteria for visual compatibility and 

landscaping for visual interest, screening, and visual resources. 

 

Except for the grading required to establish the recharge basin site disturbance will be limited in 

duration and impact. Trenching for distribution pipes requires minimal grading and will utilize 

horizontal or micro trenching where possible.  

 

(D)  That the project conforms with the public access, recreation, and visitor-serving policies, 

standards and maps of the LCP Land Use Plan, including Chapter 2: Section 2.5 and 

Chapter 7. 

 

This finding can be made, in that the project site is not identified as a priority acquisition site as 

identified in Appendix G of the County Local Coastal Program. Public beach access is available 

north and south of the project site at Sunset State Beach and Palm Beach State Park. 

 

(E)  That the project conforms to all other applicable standards of the certified LCP. 

 

This finding can be made, in that the project has determined to be consistent with following 

policies identified in the LCP: 

 

Goal ARC-1 Sustaining Agriculture  

The project is explicitly proposed to improve the public/community groundwater supply 

that supports the agricultural economy in the Pajaro Valley and is sited to minimize and 

offset the loss of agricultural land. The project is consistent with Policy ARC-1.1.14 (Water 

and Sewer Lines in the Coastal Zone), which expressly authorizes the placement of water 

lines on commercial agricultural land within the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 

service area where the purpose is to prevent saltwater intrusion, recharge groundwater 

basins, or provide water for agricultural use. The project incorporates the safeguards 

required by Policy ARC-1.1.15 (Protection for Water and Sewer Lines in the Coastal 

Zone), in that distribution lines will be buried beneath the tillable soil depth to allow 

continued use of the sites for commercial agriculture.  

 

Goal ARC-3 Biological Resources  

The slough intakes and pipeline alignments are located in or near sensitive habitats, 

including wetlands and riparian corridors that meet the definition of sensitive habitat under 

Policy ARC-3.1.2 and constitute Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA) under 

Policy ARC-3.1.3. Riparian and aquatic habitat protection of the slough, which is directly 

connected to the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, is consistent with Objectives 

ARC-3.3 (Riparian Corridors and Wetlands) and ARC-3.4 (Aquatic and Marine Habitats). 

The project is further consistent with Policy ARC-3.1.6 (Development Within Sensitive 

Habitats), because it has been designed to maintain or enhance the functional capacity of 

affected habitats and to mitigate potential impacts. Specifically, the project mitigations 

include almost three acres of wetland restoration at APN 052-221-26. 

 

Goal ARC-4 Water Resources,  

The project is fundamentally a groundwater-management action and is consistent with 
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Objective ARC-4.5 (Groundwater Protection and Overdraft) because it is designed to 

reduce, and potentially halt, the long-term overdraft and seawater intrusion in the basin. By 

capturing surface water during periods of seasonal availability and recharging it to the 

aquifer, the project increases basin storage consistent with the County's overdraft-reduction 

policies.  

 

Goal ARC-5 Visual Resources 

The above grade or otherwise visible portions of the project include the Struve Slough 

pump structures and the fencing surrounding the recharge basin. Both sites are minimally 

visible from public viewsheds and would not be visible from the shoreline or from San 

Andreas Road, which is a designated scenic roadway in Policy ARC-5.2.1. The portions of 

the project at Struve Slough will also benefit from natural vegetative screening at the 

perimeter of the slough, consistent with Policy ARC-5.1.4 (Preserving Natural Buffers). 

 

Goal ARC-8 Cultural Resources  

The project involves ground-disturbing activities, including basin excavation, well drilling, 

pile driving, and pipeline trenching, that have the potential to encounter archaeological or 

tribal cultural resources. Consistent with Objective ARC-8.1, the project has been subject 

to archaeological review and tribal consultation and is conditioned to require protective 

measures and work stoppage in the event of an inadvertent discovery, thereby protecting 

archaeological sites and tribal cultural resources. 

 

Goal PPF-3.0 Public Services 

The project is consistent with Policy PPF-3.1.1 (Public Infrastructure Standards for New 

Development) in that it improves the reliability and sustainability of the regional 

groundwater supply and enhances a public service capacity in the area. 

 

Goal PPF-4.0 Public Infrastructure 

The project most directly advances Objective PPF-4.1 (Water Supply and Conservation) 

and is consistent with Policy PPF-4.1.5 (Groundwater Sustainability), which expressly 

supports implementation of groundwater sustainability plans for the Pajaro Valley basin to 

protect the long-term security of water supplies, safeguard groundwater quality, and 

maintain stream baseflows. The project is a core mechanism for achieving the basin 

sustainability identified in this policy. The project is likewise consistent with Policy PPF-

4.1.1 (Linking Growth to Water Supplies) and Policy PPF-4.1.4 (Improvement of Water 

Systems) because it improves regional water supply reliability through new storage, 

recharge, and recovery infrastructure. The proposal is expressly consistent with 

Implementation Strategies PPF-4.1j and PPF-4.1k which call for the County to support 

water-agency proposals to develop supplemental supply sources, including aquifer storage 

and recovery and conjunctive use, to reverse overdraft and seawater intrusion, and to 

support efforts to monitor and reverse seawater intrusion in the Pajaro Valley. 

 

(F)  If the project is located between the nearest through public road and the sea or the shoreline 

of any body of water located within the Coastal Zone, that the project conforms to the 

public access and public recreation policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. 

 

This finding can be made, in that although the site is located between the nearest through public 

road and the shoreline, public access is not available through the project site. Public access through 
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State Parks is available north and south of the project site at Sunset and Palm State Parks. The site 

is not on the list of priority acquisitions sites in Appendix G of the General Plan. 

 

(G)  In the event of any conflicts between or among the required findings, required findings in 

subsections (E) and (F) of this section shall prevail. 

 

This finding can be made, in that there are no conflicts among the required Coastal Development 

Permit findings. 
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Discretionary Permit Findings 
 

(a)  Health and Safety. The proposed location of the project and the conditions under which it 

would be developed, operated, or maintained will not be detrimental to the health, safety, 

or welfare of persons residing or working in the neighborhood or the general public and 

will not be materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity. 

 

This finding can be made, in that the project is located in an area designated commercial 

agricultural uses. The project would directly support agricultural production in the Pajaro Valley. 

Construction will comply with prevailing building technology to ensure that the project will not 

be detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare of persons residing or working in the neighborhood 

or the general public, and will not be materially injurious to properties or improvements in the 

vicinity. 

 

(b)  Zoning Conformance. The proposed location of the project and the conditions under which 

it would be developed, operated, or maintained will be in substantial conformance with the 

intent and requirements of all pertinent County ordinances and the purpose of the zone 

district in which the site is located. 

 

This finding can be made, in that the proposed project explicitly supports agricultural irrigation in 

the Pajaro Valley. Although the project is exempt from local zoning regulations, pursuant to 

Government Code section 53091, the proposed use is allowed in the CA zone district pursuant to 

SCCC 13.10.312 and the project is consistent purpose of the CA Zone District, which includes “to 

maintain the economic integrity of the economic farm units comprising the commercial 

agricultural areas of the County, to implement the agricultural preservation policy of SCCC § 

16.50.010, and to maintain and enhance the general welfare of the County as a whole by preserving 

and protecting agriculture, one of the County's major economic sectors.” 

 

(c)  General Plan Conformance. The proposed project is in substantial conformance with the 

intent, goals, objectives, and policies of all elements of the County General Plan and any 

specific plan which has been adopted for the area. 

 

As previously detailed in Finding (E) of the Coastal Permit findings, the project demonstrates 

substantial compliance with multiple goals, policies, and implementation strategies detail in the 

County General Plan. A specific plan has not been adopted for this portion of the County. 

 

(d)  CEQA Conformance. The proposed project complies with the requirements of the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and any significant adverse impacts on the 

natural environment will be mitigated pursuant to CEQA. 

 

This finding can be made, in that the project has been determined to be exempt from further review 

under the California Environmental Quality Act, based on consideration of the certified EIR and 

addendum prepared by the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (State Clearinghouse 

number 2019059130), and as document in the findings listed in Exhibit A of this report. 
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(e)  Utilities and Traffic Impacts. The proposed use will not overload utilities, result in 

inefficient or wasteful use of energy, or generate more than the acceptable level of traffic 

on the streets in the vicinity. 

 

This finding can be made, in that the project would not generate permanent impacts to utilities or 

traffic in the vicinity as a result of implementation. Project features requiring utility provided 

energy are limited to pumps, lighting, and miscellaneous monitoring equipment, none of which 

are anticipated to require substantial energy usage.  

 

Environmental review of the project included evaluation of traffic impacts and determined that 

construction would have temporary and intermittent effects on traffic and transportation conditions 

in the area, but which are mitigated through Mitigation and Monitoring Program adopted as part 

of this approval. Mitigations include Constructing Management and Construction Traffic Control 

Plans. The operational phase was determined to have less than significant levels of impact to traffic 

and roads.  

 

All construction will comply with prevailing building technology to ensure that the project will 

not overload utilities or otherwise result in an inefficient or wasteful use of energy. 

 

(f)  Neighborhood Compatibility. The proposed use will be compatible with the existing and 

proposed land uses, land use intensities, and dwelling unit densities of the neighborhood, 

as designated by the General Plan and Local Coastal Program and implementing 

ordinances. 

 

This finding can be made, in that the proposed minor land division is consistent with the land use 

intensity and density of the neighborhood as designated by the General Plan and implementing 

ordinances. 

 

(g)  Local Coastal Program Consistency. For proposed projects located within the coastal zone, 

the proposed project is consistent with the provisions of the certified Local Coastal 

Program. 

 

This finding can be made, in that the required Coastal Development Permit findings have been 

made for this project and the project is consistent with the provisions of the certified Local Coastal 

Program. 
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Application #: 251336 

Primary APNs: 052-081-37, 052-181-18, 052-181-20 

Owner: Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 

 

Conditions of Approval 
 

Exhibit D:   Project plans, prepared by Carollo for PVWMA, dated September 2024. 

Exhibit E: Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, dated March 2025. 

 

I. This permit authorizes implementation of the Watsonville Slough System Managed 

Aquifer Recharge and Recovery Project as indicated on the approved Exhibit "D" for this 

permit. This approval does not confer legal status on any existing structure(s) or existing 

use(s) on the subject property that are not specifically authorized by this permit. Prior to 

exercising any rights granted by this permit including, without limitation, any construction 

or site disturbance, the applicant/owner shall: 

 

A. Sign, date, and return to Santa Cruz County Planning one copy of the approval to 

indicate acceptance and agreement with the conditions thereof. 

 

1. Any outstanding balance due to Santa Cruz County Planning must be paid 

prior to making a Building Permit application. Applications for Building 

Permits will not be accepted or processed while there is an outstanding 

balance due. 

 

B. Obtain an Encroachment Permit from the Department of Public Works for all off-

site work performed in the County road right-of-way. 

 

C. Complete all pre-construction requirements in accordance with the Mitigation 

Monitoring and Reporting Program (Exhibit E).  

 

II. All construction shall be performed according to the approved plans (Exhibit D) and in 

accordance with the certified Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (Exhibit E).  

 

A. Pursuant to Sections 16.40.040 and 16.42.080 of the County Code, if at any time 

during site preparation, excavation, or other ground disturbance associated with this 

development, any artifact or other evidence of an historic archaeological resource 

or a Native American cultural site is discovered, the responsible persons shall 

immediately cease and desist from all further site excavation and notify the Sheriff-

Coroner if the discovery contains human remains, or the Planning Director if the 

discovery contains no human remains. The procedures established in Sections 

16.40.040 and 16.42.080, shall be observed. 

 

III. Operational Conditions 

 

A. In the event that future County inspections of the subject property disclose 

noncompliance with any Conditions of this approval or any violation of the County 

Code, the owner shall pay to the County the full cost of such County inspections, 

including any follow-up inspections and/or necessary enforcement actions, up to 

and including permit revocation. 
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Application #: 251336 

Primary APNs: 052-081-37, 052-181-18, 052-181-20 

Owner: Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 

 

IV. Indemnification  

 

The applicant/owner shall indemnify, defend with counsel approved by the COUNTY, and 

hold harmless the COUNTY, its officers, employees, and agents from and against any 

claim (including reasonable attorney’s fees, expert fees, and all other costs and fees of 

litigation), against the COUNTY, its officers, employees, and agents arising out of or in 

connection to this development approval or any subsequent amendment of this 

development approval which is requested by the applicant/owner, regardless of the 

COUNTY’s passive negligence, but excepting such loss or damage which is caused by the 

sole active negligence or willful misconduct of the COUNTY. Should the COUNTY in its 

sole discretion find the applicant’s/owner’s legal counsel unacceptable, then the 

applicant/owner shall reimburse the COUNTY its costs of defense, including without 

limitation reasonable attorney’s fees, expert fees, and all other costs and fees of litigation. 

The applicant/owner shall promptly pay any final judgment rendered against the COUNTY 

(and its officers, employees, and agents) covered by this indemnity obligation. It is 

expressly understood and agreed that the foregoing provisions are intended to be as broad 

and inclusive as is permitted by the law of the State of California and will survive 

termination of this development approval.  

 

A. The COUNTY shall promptly notify the applicant/owner of any claim, action, or 

proceeding against which the COUNTY seeks to be defended, indemnified, or held 

harmless.  The COUNTY shall cooperate fully in such defense.  

 

B. Nothing contained herein shall prohibit the COUNTY from participating in the 

defense of any claim, action, or proceeding if both of the following occur: 

 

1. COUNTY bears its own attorney's fees and costs; and 

 

2. COUNTY defends the action in good faith. 

 

C. Settlement.  The applicant/owner shall not be required to pay or perform any 

settlement unless such applicant/owner has approved the settlement. When 

representing the COUNTY, the applicant/owner shall not enter into any stipulation 

or settlement modifying or affecting the interpretation or validity of any of the terms 

or conditions of the development approval without the prior written consent of the 

COUNTY. 

 

D. Successors Bound.  The “applicant/owner” shall include the applicant and/or the 

owner and the successor’(s) in interest, transferee(s), and assign(s) of the applicant 

and/or the owner. 

 

  
 
Minor variations to this permit which do not affect the overall concept or density may be approved by the Planning 

Director at the request of the applicant or staff in accordance with Chapter 18.10 of the County Code. 
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Application #: 251336 

Primary APNs: 052-081-37, 052-181-18, 052-181-20 

Owner: Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 

 

 

Please note: This permit expires three years from the effective date listed below unless the 

conditions of approval are complied with and the use commences before the expiration date. 

 

 

Approval Date:       

 

Effective Date:       

 

Expiration Date:        

 

 

 
Appeals:  Any property owner, or other person aggrieved, or any other person whose interests are adversely affected 

by any act or determination of the Planning Commission, may appeal the act or determination to the Board of 

Supervisors in accordance with chapter 18.10 of the Santa Cruz County Code.
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Draft 

WATSONVILLE SLOUGH SYSTEM MANAGED AQUIFER 
RECHARGE AND RECOVERY PROJECTS 

Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 
 

Prepared for September 2020 

 

 

 
 

 

Large File

Please use the links below to access
project document:

https://santacruzcountyca-my.sharepoint.co
m/:b:/g/personal/pln030_co_santa-cruz_ca_
us/IQAo9YK6TWU3QoIE23sNhVHkAWED2

QQR58kUhGykGE2uvPs?e=fJzDX5
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