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Donovan Arteaga

From: John Hunter

Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2024 12:06 PM

To: Donovan Arteaga

Subject: FW: Item 3, 241398 983 Charles Hill Rd

Hello Donovan, 

 

I’ve received this public comment regarding Application 241398 (ZA 12/20/2024 Item 3). Could this be 

added as late mail? 

 

 

John Hunter 
 
Planner – Development Review 
Community Development & Infrastructure 
 

Phone: 831-454-3170 / 831-247-4118    
701 Ocean Street, Room 410 
 

          

 

 

From: Teresa Breon <tbreon76@gmail.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2024 11:15 AM 

To: John Hunter <John.Hunter@santacruzcountyca.gov> 

Subject: Item 3, 241398 983 Charles Hill Rd 

 

****CAUTION:This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links 

from unknown senders or unexpected email.**** 

Dear John, 

 
I am writing to formally object to the rezoning of the property at 983 Charles Hill Road.  

 
Our neighborhood is a small, gated community with large lots, nice homes, wonderful 

people, and an HOA to keep it that way.   
 

Offering short term rentals creates a host of negative downstream problems including 
but not limited to: 

 
1. Devaluation of Property Value:  Vacation rentals cheapen the neighborhood not only 

by feel but in real dollars.  Prospective buyers, especially families, are deterred from 
purchasing homes next to a rental property, especially one that potentially could have 

48 guests during the day and 24 guests at night.  This would lead to decreased demand 

and lower property values for everyone, but especially for the next door neighbors. 
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2. Strain on Resources:  Our HOA collects the funds to maintain our private road, 
gate and tennis courts.  An influx of vacationers will naturally increase the wear and tear 

of our shared spaces, thereby unfairly costing the residents additional funds.   
 

3. Safety:  Renters have little or no connection to the community and little incentive to 
adhere to community rules or respect the expectations of their neighbors.  Our 

neighborhood does not have sidewalks, additional traffic creates a safety hazard to 
anyone walking the road, which we all frequently do, including many 

children.  Additional concerns about safety come along with additional people in the 
neighborhood:  theft, accidents, break-ins, threats to the wildlife, etc.   

 
4. Liability:  Increased neighborhood activity increases liability for all of the residents.  If 

a guest causes damage or an incident occurs anywhere in the neighborhood, the HOA or 
individual residents could be drawn into disputes or legal issues.    

 

5. Deterioration of Community:  We have a very small, mostly cohesive 
neighborhood.  Introducing vacation rentals into this community will not only cause 

safety issues and additional maintenance costs, it will threaten our sense of community, 
familiarity and trust, ultimately resulting in an unstable environment that threatens the 

good-will between neighbors.  
 

6. Precedent for Future Rentals:  Allowing one home to operate as a vacation rental sets 
the precedent that could encourage or allow others to follow suit, transforming our 

neighborhood into a commercialized area that would not only go against our HOA 
agreements but it would fundamentally alter the character of our community.   

 
I urge you to strongly consider the input from all of us in this matter and to not approve 

this application for zoning change. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Teresa Breon 

951 Charles Hill Rd, Santa Cruz, CA 95065 
404.550.8551 
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Donovan Arteaga

From: John Hunter

Sent: Thursday, December 19, 2024 9:15 AM

To: Donovan Arteaga; Lezanne Jeffs

Subject: FW: Complaint - Permit for Allison and David Amadia

Hello Donovan, 

 

More late mail for 241398 Item 3 for tomorrows ZA hearing. 

 

 

John Hunter 
 
Planner – Development Review 
Community Development & Infrastructure 
 

Phone: 831-454-3170 / 831-247-4118    
701 Ocean Street, Room 410 
 

          

 

 

From: Salome Shah <salomershah2009@gmail.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2024 9:58 PM 

To: John Hunter <John.Hunter@santacruzcountyca.gov> 

Cc: Rob Booth <rboothemail@yahoo.com>; Christopher Wright <wright.chris56@gmail.com> 

Subject: Complaint - Permit for Allison and David Amadia 

 

****CAUTION:This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links 

from unknown senders or unexpected email.**** 

Zoning Administrator at the County Government Center 

701 Ocean Street, Room 400 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 

For reference on the Permit Application: 

Permit for Allison and David Amadia 

983 Charles Hill Rd, Santa Cruz, CA 95065 

Application # 241398 

John Hunter is the Project Planner 

 

Hi John, 

 

My name is Salome Shah, a neighbor of the Amadia's. My husband, Chris, and I have two small children, 

ages 3 and 1. We are unable to attend the hearing on Friday, but want to voice our concern for the permit 

and urge the county to reconsider issuing it.  

 

PLN980
Highlight
 <salomershah2009@gmail.com> 

PLN980
Highlight
<John.Hunter@santacruzcountyca.gov>

PLN980
Highlight
<rboothemail@yahoo.com>

PLN980
Highlight
wright.chris56@gmail.com



2

In addition to all the concerns shared by our neighborhood (safety, traffic, etc.), we do feel that an Airbnb 

in our community contributes to an unsafe environment for our kids. Part of the reason we chose our 

home was to give our children the opportunity to play outside and explore in a controlled and safe 

environment. Our neighborhood is a tight knit community, and several families have children and 

grandchildren that play together. We have areas in our community that kids use, such as play structures 

and trails. These are on private property, and we have asked permission from our neighbors to utilize 

these spaces. 

 

While we appreciate the Amadias commitment to disciplinary action in the case a rental rule is violated, 

this can only happen after the fact, and cannot be proactively done. We have concerns that a violation 

could have a lasting impact for any family in our community. The location of the Amadias home does not 

help this situation - they are nestled furthest into the community, so any guest would need to drive by 

every neighbor's home. An extreme case with a severe negative impact would be someone speeding and 

causing some sort of injury to a family or child, but it also can happen on a smaller scale. For example, a 

visiting child could push a kid off the slide, take toys that don't belong to them, or damage equipment. I'm 

sure you can imagine that even though these areas are on private property, it's difficult to explain to 

children why they cannot join others in a play yard. We do not want the added responsibility of regulating 

where children play and who they are playing with. We do not want to deal with children we do not know 

playing on private property, and in some cases, getting injured.  

 

Right now, we all enjoy an extremely safe environment where everyone looks out for one another. The 

families that have lived here before us (including the Amadias) had the freedom to let their children play 

freely, and could trust their neighbors would also be looking out for their children. We are requesting the 

same. We feel strongly that an Airbnb in the community changes that experience, and requires all of us 

to be more vigilant, which is something the majority of our neighborhood is opposed to.  

 

We understand that this may seem like an extreme position, but it only takes one bad experience to 

drastically impact the neighborhood, and that isn't a chance we are willing to take. Given the size and 

capacity of the Amadia's home, we know they will be renting to large groups. We do not feel that the 

Amadias financial gain from another rental property in their portfolio should come at the cost of our 

peace of mind for our children, especially in a gated community designed for peaceful and private living.  

 

Thank you for your consideration, I appreciate your time.  

 

Best, 

Salome Shah 
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