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SANTA CRUZ PORT DISTRICT 
135 5th Avenue 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
(831) 475-6161 

scpd@santacruzharbor.org 
www.santacruzharbor.org 

PORT COMMISSIONERS 
Toby Goddard 
Reed Geisreiter 
Stephen Reed 

Bill Lee 
Robert DeWitt 

November 3, 2026 
 
 
Mr. Jonathan DiSalvo, Project Planner 
Community Development and Infrastructure 
701 Ocean Street, Suite 400 
Santa Cruz, CA   95060 
 
SUBJECT: 855, 901, & 905 7th Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 
  Development Review Group Application #: 261178 
  Building Permit Application#: B-265458 
 
Dear Mr. DiSalvo: 
 
The Santa Cruz Port District (Port District) understands that plans for development of the 7th and Brommer site 
are advancing through the County’s review processes. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on aspects of 
the project that may directly impact adjacent Port District property and harbor operations, particularly as it relates 
to stormwater management and drainage. 
 
As the owner and operator of the adjacent downstream property, the Port District has a direct interest in ensuring 
that the proposed project’s stormwater management and drainage approach is adequately evaluated in 
accordance with the Santa Cruz County General Plan and Local Coastal Program. Accordingly, the Port District 
supports the stormwater management requirements identified in County Public Works’ review comments for 
Building Permit Application B-265458. 
 
Public Works Comment 5.c expressly states: 
 
“The applicant shall work with the Port District to evaluate the existing downstream drainage facilities.” 
 
To date, the applicant has not contacted the Port District to coordinate the evaluation of existing downstream 
drainage facilities or identify any necessary improvements, mitigation measures, easements, or rights of entry. 
This lack of coordination is concerning given the pace of the County’s review and the potential for significant 
impacts on the Port District’s downstream property and public facilities. Of particular concern are the condition 
and capacity of the Port District’s current catch basin and outfall at the end of Mello Lane, which would receive 
additional runoff under any proposed diversion plan to 7th Avenue. This system has a documented history of 
drainage and erosion issues, and its ability to accommodate additional flows cannot be assumed. 
 
The Port District requests that the County ensure that the applicant completes the required coordination and 
drainage analysis and resolves Public Works’ comments for Building Permit Application B-265458 before 
proceeding with any drainage arrangement that relies on Port District property or facilities. Any necessary 
easements or authorizations must be secured through the Port Commission, and County approval should not 
presume Port District consent. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Reed Geisreiter 
Port Commission Chair 
 
cc: Alyson Tom, Public Works Stormwater Management (Alyson.Tom@santacruzcountyca.gov) 
 Santa Cruz County Public Works Department (dpwweb@santacruzcountyca.gov) 
 Santa Cruz County Planning Department (Planning.BuildingInfo@santacruzcountyca.gov) 

mailto:scpd@santacruzharbor.org
http://www.santacruzharbor.org/
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